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[‘|{EFArE. 


The object of tliis scries is to bring into one focus tlie 
lejuling features tind present position of tlio most im- 
portant industries of tlie kingdom, so as to enable the 
general reader tcj comprehend the enormous develop- 
ment that has taken jdacc within the last twenty or 
thii’ty years. It is evident that the; great increase in 
education tliroughout the country has tended largely 
to foster a simultaneous intercBt in toclinical know- 
ledge, us evinced by the spread of Art and Science 
Scliools, Trade Museums, International Exhibitions, 
iVe. ; and this fact is borne out by a perusal of the 
daily papers, in which the prominence given to every 
im2)rovemont in trade or machinery attests the desire 
t>f the reading 2)ublic to know more about these 
matters. Here, however, the difficulty commences, for 
the only means of acquiring this information are from 
liandbooks to the various manufactures (which arc 
usually too minute in detail for general instruction), 
fi*om trade journals and the reports of scientific 
societies; and to obtain and systematize these scattered 
details is a labour and a tax iq)on time and patience 
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wliicli few ])eri!<ojiK care tti surtuimiit. 

Ill tliese voliuiicis nil tliem^ facts arc pothered topetlicr 
and preseiited in ns readalik*. a fonii as is corajintibk* 
w'itli occurney aii«l n freodoui from snpc.rfieiality ; anil 
thouph they d(» noi lay claim io being a tecliiiicnl 
guide to each industry. namen of the contributors 
are a suiiicienl guarjintiit tiiat tlioy are a reliable and 
standard woih of rciference. Great stress is laid on 
t he ]irogressiv( developiiieiits of the manufactures, ami 
the various aj>])li(‘atioiis to them of the collateral arts 
and sedeiices ; the history of each is truly given, wliile 
jiresent pi'oeosses and j'ccciit inventions arc succinctly 
d(^scribc<h 
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GUNS. 

By the late W. C. Aitkex (Birmingham). 

The manufacture of fire-arms had its origin in thti 
discovery of saltpetre, charcoal, and sul])hur, forming 
an exj^losive compound, now known as gunpowder. 
The Chinese api)ear to have been aware of its properties 
for upwards of* two thousand years, and employed it or 
a similar compound for jmrposes useful and orna- 
mental : in the former, for the removal of natural 
obstructions, as the blasting of rocks ; the latter, for 
the making of fireworks. Stanton, in his account of 
his embassy to that country, states that its force had 
not been directed through strong metallic tubes as in 
Europe, but Captain Parish (who formed one of the 
suite of Lord Macartney) discovered in the Great Wall, 
embrasures or perforations, similar to those in Euro- 
pean buildings, and he came to the conclusion that the 
Chinese used “ jingulls ’’ or wall guns, or some kind of 
fire-arms ; this suggestion is confirmed by a Spanish 
writer, on the authority of a monk who had travelled in 
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China, and gives even the name of the inventor of fire- 
arms. A letter written to the King of Spain by a captain 
in his service also says, that he saw a very old species 
of cannon in the arsenals of China. Nitre, the chief 
element in gunpowder, being a natural product alike 
of China and India, its properties would no doubt be 
investigated by the philosophers of these countries at a 
very early date. A Hindu poet in 1200 speaks of 
the “ loud reports, the noise of projectiles,” as heard at 
a mile’s distance; and in 1368 Mohanimund Shah 
Bahmiane captured in India 300 gun carriages, while 
artillery of old date was found by the Portuguese in 
India in 1498. The evidence is all in favour of gun- 
powder, or some other exidosivc, having been known in 
the East before it was used by the nations of Europe. 
Eoger Bacon (born in 1214), in his Oyu$ Magus^ tells us 
how with an instrument as large as the human thumb, 
by the violence of the salt called saltpetre, so terrible 
a noise is made by so slight a thing as a bit of parch- 
ment, that it is thought to exceed loud thunder, and 
the flash is stronger than the brightest lightning. 
Schwartz, a monk of Cologne, is a rival claimant, 
though the date at once settles the priority of the 
invention in favour of Bacon. Englishmen, thirteen 
years after its discovery, made use of it in tubular 
formed implements from which to imj^el missiles ; 
Edward III. used cannon in his wars with the Scots 
in 1327, and Grose, the antiquary, quotes a Father 
Daniel, who says that the French first employed ord- 
nance in 1338. 

During the next two centuries we have several inci- 
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dents mentioned of fire-arms, under various names ; 
even Spain, wliicli was then (1555) in the zenith of its 
glory and prosperity, using muskets, though very heavy, 
supported by a stave shod with iron to aid in taking 
aim^ Italy was nut slow to recognize the use of port- 
able fire-arms, and at Pistoia in 1544 the lightest 
“ small arm ” up to that period was produced, viz. 
the pistol, which name was derived from the town 
where it was first made. 

The fire-arm of 1874, the united result of applied 
science and mechanism, whetlier produced by hand 
labour, or by ingenious automatic machines, presents a 
very great contrast to the roughly made “cannon” 
or “ small arm ” of a by-gone period. It is both 
instructing and entertaining to trace the early recog- 
nition of breech loading and the revolving arm in 
collections, such as the Arsenal at Venice, the Museums 
of Florence and Dresden, the “ Artillerie ” at Paris, in 
our own Museums in this country, and in private col- 
lections, sucli as the “ Meyrick.” The revolving arm 
of Colt, and the whole family of modern breech loaders, 
have their prototypes in these examples ; and indeed 
the principle, somewhat crudely developed, was recog- 
nizable in the submerged guns fished up from the 
wreck of the ‘ Mary Kosc,’ sunk in the reign of 
Henry VIII. It is also set forth on a j)atent taken 
out 210 years ago by one Abraham Hill, “ which 
states that the breech rises U 2 )on a hinge by a motion 
under it, is let down again and bolted fast by one 
and the same motion ; and in another gun or pistol, 
with a hole at the upper end of the breech to receive 

B 2 
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the charge, the hole is opened or stopped by a piece of 
iron or steel, that lies along the side of the piece, 
movable by a ready and easy motion.” 

The earliest portable fire-arm was a rudely formed 
tube of iron, tied or fastened to a straight piece of 
wood, the contents being discharged by a lighted match 
applied to priming powder, placed round the touchhole. 
A pan was next added under the touchhole, placed at 
the side of the tube, so as to retain the priming powder 



better ; and for the application of the match by hand, 
a simple lock was substituted, in which a cock slit to 
hold the match was kept back by a spring, so that on 
pulling the trigger, the match dropped down and ignited 
the powder in the pan. Italy and Germany claim the 
next improvement, viz. the “ wheel ” lock, which was 
wound up with a key, its mechanism being a steel 
wheel, the outer circumference of which was rough or 
furrowed, and having a chain attached to the axis by 
which a spring was wound up (as in an ordinary 
spring clock or watch), held by a ratchet. The latter. 



Gu.ys, 


relieved by tlic operation of tlie trigger, caused the steel 
to revolve against a piece of pyrites held in a “ cock ” 




head, which dropped against it in its revolution, pro- 
duced a stream of sparks, and ignited the priming 
powder in the pan. The Snaphaunce lock was due 
to the Dutch, and was the type of the flint lock, flint 
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being substituted for pyrites as the spark-producing 
material. Its construction was a cock carrying the 



flint, a hinged furrowed piece of steel which covered the 
pan, and a trigger operating on springs which released 



Flint Lock used previous to introduction of percussion principle. — 1. 

the cock bearing the flint. The flint locks of the old 
“ Brown Bess ” of the British army, altered into per- 
cussion only in 1842, or the fowling pieces used in 
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England for so many years prior to 1807, were simply 
improvements on the construction of the “Snaphaunce” 
lock. 



Flint Lock used previous to introduction of percussion principle. — 

In 1807 a new principle was applied to the discharge 
of fire-arms, invented by Forsyth, viz. that of percus- 
sion, in which fulminating powder was substituted for 



the flint, the cock which bore it being converted into a 
hammer. In its latest and most perfect development, 
the percussion lock may be described as follows. The 
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hammer was released by springs, and fell or was im- 
pelled upon a perforated steel nipple, on which was 
placed a small coj^per cap with some fulminating 
powder in its interior; the blow of the hammer ex- 
ploded the fulminate, the fire or spark from which 
descended down the perforation in the nipple, com- 
municated with the j)owdcr in tlic barrel of the gun, and 
discharged its contents. The j^ercussion 2 )rinciple 
deservedly licld its place for half a century, or until 
the recognition of the breech-loading system, when the 
cartridge containing witliin itself the means of its own 
ignition, may be said to have entirely displaced it. 

When the superiority of the needle gun of Prussia, 
in 18G4, became apparent, and experiments proved 
that the danger arising from the use of cartridges con- 
taining their own means of discharge was a myth, the 
old system of construction of fire-arms may bo said to 
have come to an end. Stock, lock, and barrel have 
been changed, and but little now remains of the old 
flint or percussion lock, all the features of which have 
given place to details more useful, but not so ex- 
ternally attractive. 

The recognition of the breech-loading principle 
has been followed up by nearly GOO inventors, pro- 
minent among whom are Snyder, Kichards, Albini, 
Kemington, Lancaster, and Martini, &c., from the 
needle gun of Prussia to the chassepot of France, 
and thence again down to the latest improvements in 
breech loading. Two ideas seem to have occupied the 
inventive mind. First, the opening of the breech by 
pulling back a bolt, which, after introducing the cart- 
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ridge, is again pnslied forward, the handle of the bolt 
being turned down to the right, and lield in its socket 
like an ordinary domestic barrel bolt, though in the 



Bolt Gun— Breech open. 


bolt of tlic gun there is an arrangement by which the 
cartridge can bo discharged and its empty case with- 
drawn. Secondly, as in the “ Snyder,” the block which 



Bolt Gun — Breech closed. 


closes the breech opens to tho right or to the left, is 
attached to the breech piece, and is hinged, turning 
freely. The outer or movable breech-closing piece of 
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metal is held fast by a spring bolt, on the exterior of 
which will bo observed a projection or nipple; this 
contains a spindle held in position by a small spiral 



Snyder Breech-loader — P>reech o})eu. 


spring, which, on being struck by the cock or hammer 
(on its release by the trigger), is driven against the 



Snyder Breech-loader — Breech closed. 


end of the cartridge containing the fulminate, and dis- 
charges the piece. The fire communication is central 
to the charge, and provision is made for the with- 
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drawal of the empty cartridge case by the opening of 
the breech for the introduction of a charged one instead. 
As the “percussion” principle took the place of the 
flint in 1842, so the breech loader replaced that of 
percussion, and the Enfield percussion rifles were con- 
verted, by simply cutting ofi‘ a portion of the breech 
end of the old barrel and adding the new breech block 
thereto. 

Recently, however, authority in high places has 



Henri-Martini Breech-loading Kifle — Breech open. 


declared in favour of tho Henri-Martini system of 
breech loading, which is neither a bolt, nor a movable 
block opening to right or left, but consists in an oblong 
mortised iron box with a movable ringed lid operated 
upon by a lever, which might under the old flint system 
have been taken for tho “guard.” Tho cartridge is 
introduced by moving the lever, which depresses the 
lid or cover of the breech space, and permits of the 
introduction of the cartridge ; the lever is then moved 
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back, and by so doing raises the lid of the breech cover. 
Provision is made for the discharge of the cartridge, by 
the propulsion of a projecting spindle ; and after firing, 
the spent cartridge case is withdrawn by moving the 
lever, and the soldier, by tilting the “arm” to the 
right, drops it out. 

The chief points in the construction of guns, 
as regards locks or means of firing, having been 
glanced at, I will now come to the barrels, and more 
particularly the rifling of them, in order to direct the 



Hcnri-Martiui Breech-loading Rifle — Breech closed. 


bullet with certainty. Zollner, of Vienna, made one of 
the earliest examples in 1620, and Kostcr, of Nurem- 
berg, gave a spiral or winded direction to the grooves, 
in order to make the bullet spin on its own centre, 
while in England, Arnold Eouspcn, a foreigner, in 1635, 
seems to have been the first “ to rifle, cut out, or screw 
barrels as wyde or as close, or as deep or as shallow, 
as shall be required, with great ease.” The grooves in 
rifle barrels vary in number from three to five or even 
seven. The Enfield rifle has three, the Whitworth 
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soven, but the different form of the cutter used con- 
verts what are practically grooves in other rifle barrels 
into convex threads, traversing the interior. The 
“ Lancaster ” rifle is at the moutli of the barrel appa- 
rently an oval “ bore,” but in the interior of the barrel 
the oval is “ winded,” with tlie intention of giving the 
spinning motion to the bullet. 

To suit the varieties of rifling, the bullets used now 




Vari(3ties of llifliniii:. 


are no longer spherical, but elongated, nor are they 
cast in moulds, but made by compression with dies 
from coils of lead wire. The Whitworth bullet was 
made to fit the rifling of the barrel, but experience has 
proved this to be unnecessary, for the bullet is com- 
pressed by the explosion of the powder, so as to fit 
every groove. The “Express” bullet is in length 
twice its diameter, while lightness, which is an advan- 
tage for ordinary range and ensures the spinning of the 
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bullet, is secured, by its being made hollow and by the 
insertion of a solid ended copper tube, which may be 
filled with fulminate, and converted into a miniature 
shell, causing the bullet, on its meeting with an 
obstruction, to expand, and inflict a most dangerous 
injury. 

Modern requirements associate in the breech loader 
tlie bullet and ammunition in the form of a cartridge, 



A. Whitworth Bullet. B. Kxpros.s Bullet. €. Express Bullet in 
section, .showing tube for tiihninate to convert into a Shell. 


which within the last ten years may be said to have 
created a new industry. The metal case was formerly 
made of thin paper, or as more recently in the “ Boxer,” 
of thin brass, and rolled up into a tube, but is now 
produced from flat discs of metal, converted by means 
of presses, aided by punches and bolsters, into seamless 
tubes. In this labour and in filling the cartridges 
upwards of 1500 females are engaged, and if to these 
are added 660, engaged in the manufacture of the per- 
cussion caps which are introduced into the cartridge, 
the aggregate number of hands employed amount to 
2100 in this auxiliary to the gun trade. 
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Vast establishments are occupied in the production 
of cartridges alone, and these have increased the con^ 
sumption of the composite me- 
tal brass, requiring the labours 
of large numbers of metal roll- 
ers and others, employed in 
making the tools by which the 
cartridges are produced. 

I shall now briefly describe 
the manufacture of fire-arms ; 
gun making, as a trade and as 
a manufacture, being very dif- 
ferent things. The country gun- 
smith usually buys the barrel 
and mountings for the gun 
from the largo manufacturer, 
the barrel being nearly finished, 
iill except the last “ bore.” If 
for a rifle, it is “threaded” or 
rifled. Ho makes the mount- '"••’“‘'-loaders 

ings, such as butt plates, guard 

and lock plates, for the lock, the springs, &c., and 
docs all the fitting together of the iron work to the 
stock, and polishes, “ browns,” or “ blues,” the metal 
work. The country gunmakcr can produce any part 
of a gun, but it will be evident that, had gun 
making been conducted on similar principles, England 
could never have achieved the position that she has, as 
the most successful gun manufacturing country in the 
world. 

In its great scat, Birmingham, advantage was taken 



A. Cartridge case. 

I>. The 

C. Cartridge in section. 

D. Ball in do. 

E. Powder. 

C. Percussion Cap struck 
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of the division of labour, and previous to the intro- 
duction of automatic machinery, the production of 
a gun was distributed over fifty individuals. There 
were welders of barrels, “ borers ” of the interior, 
“ grinders ” of the exterior, workmen to “ file ” and 
to ‘‘ breech,” make “ ribs ” and forge, or stamp the 
breech, forgers of various parts of the mountings of 
a gun, i. e. of butt plates, guard, trigger, and spring 
casters, when the mountings were cast, as in brass 
or in iron, thereafter to be made malleable by an- 
nealing in close iron boxes with ground limmatite iron 
ore. There were special filers for these, while ram- 
rod forging formed a speciality, and there were also 
bayonet forgers; the two last named had each separate 
grinders, polishers, machiners, filers, and hardeners. 
There were band forgers and stampers, machiners 
and filers, while the “ screw pins ” which entered 
into the fitting together of the lock also formed a 
speciality. The “ sights ” by which aim is taken 
involved also a division of labour ; and there were 
trigger “ boxers,” filers of “ lumps ” and “ break-offs,” 
wh(p prepared only the breech end of the barrel ; “ per- 
cussioners,” who finished only the nipple seat ; “ jig- 
gers,” who fitted the nipple and adjusted the hammer 
which struck the cap on the nipple ; stockers,” 
who “ let in ” the barrels and locks to the stock ; 
“screwers,” who put in the screws and completed 
what was left undone by the stocker ; “ strippers,” 
who prepared the gun for rifling and proofing ; 
adjusters of the sight ; “ smoothers,” who prepared 
the barrels for coloi^ing or “ browning ” ; finishers. 
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who distributed the various parts, and when they 
were returned from the several workmen, put the 
guns tog(;tlier and adjusted them. Besides “makers 
off,” who gave the stocks their liiial liiiish, there were 
engravers, who executed the decorative enrichments; 
and lock “ freers,” who examined, and made the lock 
sweet and free in its action. 

The process of manufacture will now he described, 
previous to the introduction of the gun-making ma- 
chinery. In cujmmon guns, the barrel was forged 
from iron called “skelp,” which was heated, turned 
up into a tube and welded at the junction of the 
two edges by tlie hammer, or by passing it through 
grooved rolls. The larger “ bore ” of the old guns 
permitted the iise of a mandril in tlio oj)cration of 
welding, wliile barrels of a middle and those of a 
superior (quality were made, by winding a ribbon or 
narrow strip of iron round a mandril in a spiral 
direction, welding the edges of the strip together. 
Another quality of very sui)erior excellence was pro- 
duced, by taking a bar of steel and another of iron 
formed out of horseshoe nails, and wndding them 
together. The bar produced was twisted, drawn into 
thin strips and again welded, and the barrel thus 
made was called a “ Damascus twist ” barrel. In 
another variety, very thin ribbons of steel were welded 
into one bar, while horseshoe nails formed another. 
Both bars were twisted, or welded into a single one, 
from which a strip was made, to bo wound round 
a mandril as already described, and welded at the 
junction of the twists. 


0 
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This imparted the twisted appear- 
ance observable on the barrels of best 
guns in the application of the acid 
used in “browning.” The roughly 
forged barrel was then passed into 
tlie hands of the “ borer,” who, 
with his long-shanked square bits, 
jdaced the barrel on his bench, and 
by manual labour formerly, but by 
” now, bored it out, the barrel 
in the process of boring being clipped 
by a clamp on which was a projecting 
j)in — while tlie bench in its external 
horizontal surface had also pins 
])laced 2)C]*]>endicularly at certain 
distances. A bent level*, tlie fulcrum 
of wliich is gained from tln^ pins on 
the frame, 2)ressed u])on and forced 
the barrel against the boring bits ; 
and during the oj)cration, in order to 
keej) the band cool, a supjily of water 
trickled down iijion it. The final 
boring of the barrel, after a succes- 
sion of “ bits ” had been jiassed 
through it, was facilitated by a box- 
wood sjilint ajiplied on the sides of 
the bit, which reduced the cut, and 
rendered the jiolishing of the bore 
coraiiaratively easy. The barrels, 
admitting that they were perfect, 
were then sent to the grinder, who 
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on largo stones set in motion by ])(>wcr, ground the 
surface of the barrel with an accuracy and trutli which 
long practice only could give. In some manufactories, 
the barrels were turned in a lathe by means of a 
travelling slide rest, but after being turned, they were 
still subjected to the grinding pro(;css. Then followcjd 
the fittiug-in of tlie breech ]>ieces, wliich re(]uired tlie 
screwing of the interior of the butt end of the barrels. 
The setting of the barrel was acc()m])lislied with un- 
erring certainty by simply ‘‘ viewing, ” or looking down 
the interior, applying^ a judicious taj) witli a wooden 
mallet. 

The other portions of tlic gun, as butt-plate, guard, 
triggers, S2)riiigs, ttc., were originally 2)roduced by 
hand forging, but greater accuracy a}id diminished 
labour in removing excess of incial liave resulted 
from the use of tlie stamp and die, in which is sunk 
the intaglio represoutatiou of the gun mount. The 
hammer of the stamj) carries a counterpart of the die, 
on which the heated iron is laid ; the hamniei’ d(js(;euds, 
and a succession of blows ])roducc a counterpart of the 
cut. The filers and finisliers supjdied with Uks iron 
blanks proceed to tile uj), fit, and otherwise linisli the 
several parts, Avhile those which could not be tinished 
with the file or turning to(d arc worked by “grinders,”’ 
or revolving tools, to which motion is given by the 
lathe, or drill-bore (chiefly the foruKir). Screws are 
made, by which the several parts of the lock are ar- 
ticulated or placed in projicr connection witli each 
other and fitted together, though yet unfinished, while 
the lock, barrel, and other parts are conveyed to the 

0 2 
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“ stockcr,” who fits them on the stock, and makes the 
necessary preparation for the rcce}>tion of the ramrod. 
Tlio fitting of metal parts to the stock having been ac- 
comjdislied, the gun is takem to pieces and distributed 
among the various workmen wlio have produced the 
several ])arts ; the sights arc attached to the barrels, 
which have })rcviously been proved at the proof-house, 
and tlie latter are then 2>olished by fri(;tion with emery 
sticks and ore and sent to the “ browner,’’ or colourer, 
wlio, witli his mixture of acid stain, can produce on 
inferior iron tluj appearance of ‘‘twists” and veins 
superficially, which gives such intrinsic value to the 
best barrels. 

Another system of gun making has been introduced 
within the last eighteen years, in which, so far as the 
formation of the several separate parts of a gun arc 
concerned, human labour is almost confined to the 
suj)crintendoncc of the machines by whicjh the several 
l)arts are 2)roduced, and to that wliich no machinery will 
ever acconi^dish, viz. the connection and fitting together 
of the scvei'al portions made by the machinery. It 
must bo evident also, where numbers of articles are 
required for a given purpose, in which taste forms no 
clement, and practical usefulness is the only end aimed 
at, that, one examide of a satisfactory kind having been 
made, the power of inventing tools or machines to re- 
produce its parts is not beyond the means of accom- 
plishment ; and that this can be done, and that every part 
can be made to be “interchangeable,” was demonstrated 
by the Americans, upwards of a quarter of a century 
ago, at the Springfield Armoury, Massachusetts, U.S. 
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This system of gun mauiifactiirc, first reported upon 
by Sir Joso 2 )h Wliitwortli, wlion sent as Eiiglisli Com- 
missioner to the New York Exhibition of 1853, re- 
sulted ill a Commission being appointed, tlie members 
of which, military imiii or others immediately con- 
nected with the Eoard of Ordnance, reported on the 
efficiency and speed in i)rodiictive jiower oi the Spring- 
field macliines. The Enfield gun manufactory was 
commenced and fitted up witli American machines, 
and private local enterprise originated almost at tlie 
same time the small-arms factory at Small Heath, 
near Birmingham, where was adopted the same class of 
machines, which have sinc(j been materially improved 
upon. At Enfield and Small Heatli, stamps moved by 
steam, produce with unerring certainty from “blanks’* 
of iron of suitable size butt, lock, plates, and portions 
of the lock, breecli ])ieces, shoes, barrel -holder hoops, 
nose-caps for stoclcs, sights, guards, trigger pieces, 
bayonet blades, and sockets, rresscs fitted up with 
cutting-out tools, punch out, trim, and relieve the 
stampings from the superfluous metal, or “ fins,” left 
after stamping. Forging machines of rapid action 
draw out the “ swivels,” and afterwards bend into form, 
or forge the portions of the ramrod which are of unequal 
diameter, while steam hammers produce the heavy 
perforated breech pieces of tho Martini and other 
breech loaders. 

The finish of the various portions which make up a 
gun or rifle is effected by machines, which carry drills, 
bits, grinders (or wheel cutters), all made to gauge and 
tested thereby, and which drill or open out the internal 
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parts of the portion to fit on. These arc placed on 
mandrils, &c., corres])oiiding to their internal configura- 
tion, and which, firmly held there, have tlieir external 
contour delineated hy machines fitted with tools, 
which operate as a planing machine horizontally, as a 
slide rest perpendicularly, or as rapidly revolving 
“ grinders ” (i.e. toothed steel wheels); the amount of 
“ cut ” is determined l)y a ‘‘ tracer,” which follows the 
contour of tlie model of the part desired to be copied 
and reproduced. TIk' wliolo system employed is that 
invented by James Watt, and a]>plied in his sculpturing 
machine nearly sixty-eight years ago (still to be seen 
dust-covered in his garret workshop at Heathficld, 
Handsworth), and also in the copying machines of 
M. Collas, Cheverton Bates, and Jordan's wood-carving 
machinery. Tlie ‘‘tracer” defines tlie tool cuts, the 
depth of the cut is determined by the model traced, 
but all the machines, however numerous, whether 
oj>erating on wood or metal, are sinii>ly copying, though 
coi>ying with undeviatiug accuracy even to the 3000th 
part of an inch. No hand labour could accomplisli 
such accuracy or such unvarying uniformity, for a 
thousand portions produced by the machine are the 
same, and are “ interchangeable.” 

There are machines to produce and all but finish 
every part, though the irregular forms of some show 
that their internal and external contours necessitate 
the employment of many different machines. In some 
of these a change in the form of tool or cutter and the 
model to be copied will suffice, but in the production 
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of an Enfield rifle, tlie processes gone tlirougli exceed 
700, and tLis will explain tbe necessity for tlie variety 
and number of the inacliincs used. 

In no ])arts of the inacliine-proccss of gun making 
is tlie advantage more strikingly ai)j)arent, tlian in tlie 
production of the “ stock ” of tlie gun, tbe fitting in 
of the lock, and tlie perforation of the wood through 
which the connecting screws pass, and in which the 
ramrod lodges. A gun stock made by liand is a slow, 
tedious, and expensive iirocess. By machinery it is 
just the opposite, and is ])roduced with all its pecu- 
liarities of varying thicknesses and sections in three 
minutes. It is turned in a lathe, two changes of posi- 
tion only being rerpiired ; l>y the one the butt is pro- 
duced, u]) to where the lock fits ; by the other, the 
part on which the barrel rests, and into wliich tlie 
lock is fitted. As the stock-turning lathe embraces 
all the principles involved in gun making by machi- 
nery, a cut is introduced with the model and the 
stock in course of production, in situ. The “ blank ” 
of wood out of which the stock is made is received 
from the .stores in the form of the future stock, but 
very imperfectly. It is laid on a machine held by 
“ guides ” in a position to ensure the angle of the 
butt-end placed against the shoulder being correct ; if 
not, the excess of wood is removed with a circular saw, 
and it is then laid flat against a proper template, into 
which four movable points are fitted. A blow with a 
hammer drives these points into the end of the stock, 
leaving four holes, and the blank is then placed 
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against four spilccs attached to a face-plate which re- 
volves with the spindle. The spikes fit into the holes 
already perforated, and the wood which supports the 
barrel passes through a collar and is held at the part a 



Machine used for turninc; gun-stocks. 

A A. Bed of machine. 

B. (.'ollar througli whicli barrel end of stock is passed — which 
revolves. 

C. The cast-iron ino(iel of stock. 

1). The wood 1o produce the stock. 

E. The revolving liead carrying face-plate against which butt 
end is fixed. 

F. The belt, wliich gives motion to the lathe. 

G and H. Belts giving motion to cutting tools, and connecting 
these with the wheel-tracer K (which follow'S or passes over every 
part of the cast-iron model C). 

little beyond where the lock fixes ; the butt end is now 
“ centered,” and an iron model ' of the intended stock 
attached at a little distance from the blank.” The 
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“ tracer ” of tlie iron model is a revolving wheel of 
metal, which is forced hy a weight to press against the 
model, and to follow its varied contour hy means of a 
counterpoise weight 8us})ended to the tracer. Tho 
cutting tools, twelve in nuniher, arc iitted to a block of 
metal arranged in a series of four ; the first four got 
rid of the superfluous timher (iliese are gouge-formed) ; 
the second prodiUH'.s a nearer a])proximation to tho 
correct shape, while the last four chisels smooth 
the stock, to enable tlie final finish to he given with 
glass-paper hy liand. The rationale of the ojieration of 
the stock-turning lathe is, that the tracing wlieel follows 
the contour of tlie model and operates on the cutter 
block, and thus the former wood blank is converted 
into tho finished stock with all its varying sections, 
thicknesses, and peculiarities of outline. 

The barrels, which are now formed entirely out of 
steel, not welded in ribbons as described before, but 
drilled through out of the solid, are bored with rimers to 
the size, and rifled ” by skilfully constructed machines. 
They are then turned in their entire length by slide 
rests, and the polishing of the barrel is also done by 
machinery. Accuracy in every part of the gun is 
ensured, by subjecting it to gauges of the most un- 
erring truthfulness ; the* value of this accuracy is most 
important, as a portion of the arm when broken 
in service can be replaced from the stores of inter- 
changeable duplicates, by the simple removal of 
the broken part and the substitution of a perfect 
piece. The putting together may be said to bo the 
only detail which requires skilled labour. The arm is 
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taken to pieces, whicli arc distributed, polished, and 
sent to browner ” or “ bluer ” ; the stock is glass- 
papered, oiled, and varnislied, after which the parts 
are finally put together or “ set up.” They are then 
subjected to the examination of an authorized inspector, 
or ‘^viewer,” appointed by the Government or pur- 
chaser for whom tlie arms have been produced. 

The distinction between the production of fire-arms 
by the old mctliod of band labour and the new system 
of “ machining ” or automatic machinery having been 
described, the difference between the two methods will 
be readily understood. Tlie former is liable to the 
errors of all hand labour ; in the latter, all things being 
properly attended to, the result must be absolute accu- 
racy. Prejudices against the system are rapidly being 
dispelled, for the makers are introducing machines to 
effect more readily certain portions of the work, and 
the workmen do not now object to use these aj^pliances. 

Viewed as an industry, the manufacture of fire or 
small arms occupies no mean place among those of 
England, as the following brief summary will show. 
Of artisans employed : of males there are 12,017, and of 
females 306, of which about three-fifths are at work in 
and about Birmingham alone. Their earnings vary, but 
bear a relation to the ability and responsibility with 
which each discharged their several special require- 
ments, and all earn higher wages than those of France, 
where, previous to the last wars, the average varied from 
14s. 3d. to 16s. Id. per week. In Belgium, at Liege, 
the centre of the gun trade, the average was 12s. per 
week, but this included the earnings of women and 
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cliildron, and tlie average of men was 20«. lOd. per 
week, exeeptioiial cases realizing liiglier wages. 

It was probably owing to tlui knowledg(^, that in no 
town in England were to b(i foniid so inauy nuiebanics 
capable of execMting new work as in Birniingliain, that 
gun making became one of the great British industries. 

In the reign of William III., tlu' ability of the work- 
men, in adapting themselves to the ])roduction of new 
special objects in metal, was the subject of a letter 
from the War Department to Sir Itichard Newdigate, 
at Arbury, near Warwick, directing his atkaition to two 
Snaphaunce musk(;ts of two dilfercnt patterns (sent 
by the Tamworth carrier), and asking him to cause 
them to bo shown to ‘‘ye Birmingham workcanen,” 
requesting him to ascertain their ability to make, and 
if they could undertake the j)roduction of similar 
articles, and to stattJ their lowest price for a complete 
“ musquet ” ready fixed ; or for a barrel, or a lock, “ or 
together as they will make them.’’ A reply was sent, 
and three years after a trial order was received, in 
which we recognize, for tlie first time, the safeguard 
element of a “ proof-house for barrels,” an ofticial 
“ viewer,” and an official mark after “ viewing” struck 
on every portion of the “arm.” The i)rice of the 
“musquets” was 17.s*. each, and their carriage to 
London, at the rate of 3s. i)er hundredweiglit. They 
were to bo sent in quantities of 100, and cash paid a 
week after delivery. Up to the period when the above 
order was given, all the guns for the English army 
were made in and imported from Germany. The manu- 
facture of military fire-arms in Birmingham continued 
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brisk np to the peace of 1714. The production of 
sporting guns was commenced there in 1793. In 1803 
the demand for military guns again became urgent, 
and exceeded the Birmingham power of })roduction, so 
that supplies were again purchased from Germany. 
The energy of the manufacturers caused artisans 
engaged in other metal trades to flock to their work- 
shops, and mat(U‘ially to iiicn^asc^ tlie su])ply of guns. 
Statistics show that from IMareli 31st, 1801, to Sep- 
tember, 1815, tlicy produced of muskets, rifles, carabines, 
and pist(ds 1,743,382, and for tlic Board of Ordnance 
during the thr(‘C years from August 14, 1814, to 
August, 1817, of muskets of a new i)attern 84,507, or 
a total of 2,073,300. In addition to tliese, within the 
period from March 1804 to 1817, Birmingham supplied 
to the Bi>ard of Ordnance 3,037,044 gun and other fire- 
arm barrels, and made 2,879,203 locks for rifles, 
carabines, and j)istols, besides furnishing materials for 
1,000,000 guns for the East Indies, and for its own 
trade 500,000 fowling-pieces. In a national point of 
view, the importance of the manufacture of guns is 
increased, by a knowledge of the fact that the Koyal 
Gun Factory ami manufacturers in Loudon, from 1803 
to 1816, produced 845,366 military guns. The total 
number of complete fire-arms produced in Birmingham, 
from 1804 to 1815 inclusive, reached 5,000,000, or at 
the rate of 416,668 per annum ; and in the ten years 
from 1854 to 1864 (including the Enfield production), 
to 611,630. By comparison, the Belgian for forty-four 
years, from 1820 to 1864, is considerably under the 
English rate of production (even at the former period 
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in 1804 to 1815, it amounted only to 403,300 jKjr 
annum), while 11 \ years of the production of ten 
arsenal factories (September 1802, to December 1814) 
in France average only 210,039 per annum. 

Tested by moiujy value, tlui nisult is also in favour 
of England. In eight years, 1857 to 1804, the average 
value of guns exj)orted by France amountiMl to l»00,264Z. 
per annum. Belgium in ten years, 1855 to 1804, ex- 
ported 0,842,204 guns at 248. each, value 8,210,710Z. 
England in the same ])eriocl exj>orted 4,032,954 at 
32«. 6d., and 978,219 at 0()8. eaeli, value 10,443,993/.. 

The fluctuating natuni of the gun trade is an observ- 
able feature. From the })eace of 1815 but little was 
done in military arms, until the Crimean war, save the 
conversion of the flint locks of tlie old “ Brown Bess ” 
into percussion locks, while subse(iuently the American 
and Franco-German wars were important influences. 
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NAILS. 

By the late W. C. Aitken (Birmingham). 

If the importance of an industry is to be estimated 
by the number of individuals engaged tlicrein, one of 
the largest in the “ hardware ” division of manufactures 
would be that of wrought nails (made by hand), though 
the once numerous “liands” employed are rapidly 
decreasing. In 1830 it was estimated that 50,000 
men, women, and children were working, but in 1861 
the number only amounted to 26,000, and now (1874) 
the number employed scarcely exceeds 23,000. This 
arises no doubt from the introduction of machinery for 
the production of cut ” and “ machine-wrought ” nails, 
which, particularly tlie “cut,” are rapidly displacing 
the “ hand-made ” nail in the market. This is scarcely 
to be regretted, as the condition socially and intel- 
lectually of those employed in the hand-made nail 
trade from the commencement down to the present 
time has ever been low. 

Nail making in this country can be distinctly traced 
to the improvements in the manufacture of iron, and 
particularly the introduction of “slitting” mills, by 
Shutz, a German, who arrived in this country in 1565, 
and was associated with William Humphrey (the then 
English Assay Master) in the management of Mines 
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Eoyal, Mineral and Battery Works, tlie property of the 
Crown. These mills snj)plied nailers with raw material, 
in the form of “ slit ” rods ; the trade in consequence 
grew, and became localized where it now is. The chief 
centre of the nail trade is in the towns, villages, and 
hamlets around Dudley and Bromsgrove, an ancestor 
of the Foley family in IGOO having set up a slitting 
mill at his iron works near Stanbridge. 

The condition of the nailers in the early part of the 
reign of Queen Anne (1713) appears to have even 
then attracted attention, and in ‘ An Essay to Enable 
the Necessitous Poor to Pay Taxes ^ it was stated that 
nailers worked from four o’clock on Monday morning to 
late on Saturday, to get os. per week, that sum being 
frequently reduced by the bad iron supplied. The 
remedy suggested was an extra advance of Gd. on every 
1000 of nails, to be apportioned as follows : 2d. to 
the nailer, Id. for a schoolmaster, school, books, and 
clothes for the nailer and his children, “ to educate them 
to read their Bibles, and to write, that they may know 
their duty towards God and man, and to know them- 
selves;” Id. went to the wholesale dealer, and 2d. to 
the “ Corporation of Mines,” &c. It is to be regretted 
that the reports of two Government commissions, ap- 
pointed respectively in the years 1841 and 1855, to 
inquire into the employment of children, disclosed the 
melancholy facts that the lapse of nearly 150 years had 
neither improved the dwellings, workshops, nor habits 
of a male or female nailer, and the education of their 
children, till now, has continued to be neglected. 

There are no large manufactories in which numbers 
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of nailers work under one roof. Nail making by hand 
is essentially a home trade, practised in small sheds, or 
shops, attached to dwellings, in which not unfrequontly 
the father, his sons, and daughters work together. The 
“forges” are rarely more than 15 feet by 12 feet (the 
ordinary size is 10 by 9 feet), and the only means of 
ventilation is by the d'H>r, and of lighting, by two 
unglazed apertures, wliilc^ the interior is filthily dirty. 
The advantage taken of female labour in the trade is 
peculiar. One hundred and forty years ago, Hutton, 
in his journey to Birmingham, in the neighbourhood of 
Walsall, saw numbers of scantily clad women at work 
in little “smithies,” and on inquiring if they shod 
horses, he was told they were nailers. Of the 26,000 
individuals employed in the trade in 1861, nearly 
11,000 were females. Division of labour enters into 
the nail trade, in so far as certain nailers confine them- 
selves to the production of only one kind of nail, the 
maker of “ horse-shoeing nails ” rarely or never making 
“ rose ” or “ clasp,” while the “ tack ” maker in turn 
confines himself to his speciality. The rapidity with 
which nails may be made is illustrated by the fact, 
that in two weeks a workman made 40,800 flooring 
“clasps,” each of which was struck by a hammer 
weighing 2 lb. twenty-five times, including the welding 
together pieces of nail rods which had become too short 
to work. The number of blows struck amounted to 
1,033,656 ; the rods were heated 42,836 times : a 
good example of rapidity, skill, and minuteness. The 
smallest variety of “tacks” sold, weighs 4 oz. per 
1000 ; and not unfrequently a skilful tack maker pro- 
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duced an equal number which did not exceed 20 grains 
in weight, and so small that they could all go into the 
barrel of a goose quill. 

The name “nail” is generally applied to all kinds 
of nails, but the several varieties with special names 
are legion, and are well known by those who use or sell 
them. An ordinary trade list embraces some thirty 
varieties, some being sold per lb. or per cwt., others 
per 1000 ; but when 1000 is purchased (unless by 
“ talc ”), the purchaser only excej)tionally gets his 
number, in all likelihood only between 760 and 
1000, though the nailer is paid by number or “tale” 
by the “nail master,” who docs not count, but weighs 
the nails. 

The varieties of nails usually sold, consist of Rose 
and Flemish tacks, varying in length from } up to 

of an inch; there are other nails tack-like in form, 
larger in head, longer and thicker in shank, known as 
“ Clout,” “ Sacking,” “ Slute,” “ Tray,” and “ Saddler’s ” 
nails. “Rose” headed are distinguished by the head 
being elevated slightly, while on it four blows of the 
hammer are distinctly visible; “Clasj),” by the head 
being formed by only two blows of the hammer. It is 
used in “ flooring,” and as it sinks readily below the 
surface of the wood into which it is driven, it is used 
generally for woodwork planed over after being put 
together. “ Brads,” which have only the indication of 
a head at one side, are produced by one blow of the 
hammer. These form the great bulk of hand-made 
nails produced in England, the remainder being made 
up of horse, Kent and Essex hurdle, gate, pipe. 



34 JUlTTISn MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. 


plate, 6cuj)per, mop nails, and S 2 )ikes, to which should 
be added the varieties used by the heavy shoe trade, as 
hobs, ‘‘ sparrables,” or ‘‘ sparrow-bills,” “ tips,” and 
“ clenchers ” ; “ tenter ” hooks, formerly used by dyers, 
&c., to dry the cloth dyed by them, are also made by 
nailers. Each has its special qualities distinguished 
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A. Horse nail. 
13. Mop uail. 

C. Tiose nail. 

D. Dog uail. 


K. (Mont nail. 1, Tack, 

F. (’ountorsunk-head nail. .1. Tenter-hook. 

G. Glasp nail. K. M. Sjjarrables. 

II. Kent hiii’dle. L. Joiner’s and Brad. 


by such terms as Fine, Best, Best Best, and Weighty, 
while others made for export purposes bear the names 
of the several countries and the timbers for which 
they are intended; the nails made for Australia, for 
instance, would be rejected by the inhabitants of a 
colony or country where the wood is of a softer quality, 
and vice versa. 
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Nail makers rarely work for tliomsclvcs or tlieir own 
profit, but for employers called “ nail masters,” who 
have warehouses in the districts where the trade is 
situated, aud who, on certain days, give out nail rods 
to be worked up during the week. The nailer is paid 
for the quantity produced either in money or goods 
(by the “ truck ” system), the latter being generally 
high in price, and realizing a large profit to the nail 
master. 

The nail shop is small, and usually dirty, contain- 
ing a pair of bellows, and small anvils mounted on low 
blocks, on which is fixed a chisel; the only tools, 
strictly speaking, being a peculiarly formed hammer, 
having a head with but one striking face, inclining 
towards the handle. The remaining tools arc j^ieccs of 
steel, perforated at both ends, aud a ‘‘ bolster ” through 
which to drop the pronged spike of the nail,- in order to 
form the head ; and with these simjde appliances and 
tools the nail maker gets to work. He heats the nail 
rod on his hearth fire, by means of his bellows, turns 
to his anvil, rod in hand, and with a few blows of his 
hammer converts the blunt end of the rod into the sjuke 
of a nail, which is cut to length on the chisel while 
still attached to the rod; then seizing the “bolster,” 
he drops the spike into one of its two holes, sei)aratos it 
from the rod, and by a few more blows converts the 
surplus iron projecting out of the bolster into a head. 
Other rods, ready heated, are withdrawn from the fire, 
and the operation repeated with great rapidity. 

All “ headed ” nails are thus j)roduced, except those 
of larger size, with ornamental, or moulded convex 
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heads, such as door studs, or for fixing upright water 
spouting, in which the licad is formed by a “ swage ” 
or die, or a double hammer, called an “ Oliver ” worked 
by treadles connected with cords ; one liammer draws 
out the shank, while the spike end is droj)2)cd into a 
“ bolster ” under the otlier, which bears a die with a 
design for the licad. The workman presses on the 
treadle, causes tlie hammer to descend on the piece 
of iron tliat protrudes from the surface of the bolster, 
and the oi'iiamcntal head is produced. Horse nails 
are not “ bolstered,” the head being a part of the shank 
to fit into the groove whicli traverses the under surface 
of the ‘‘ slioe,” and formed at the same time as the 
shank by the hammer only. 

Patent machine-wrought nails up to the present 
time have been slowly, but gradually, finding their way 
into the market, selected in preference to “ cut ” 
by purchasers who consider hand-wrought as the 
best nail, but recognize in the machine- wrought many 
of its qualities, while the cost is less. Hitherto, the 
mac] line-made have been confined chiefly to the pro- 
duction of a very few varieties, such as “ Eose,’’ Clasp,” 
and “ Horse ” ; the characteristics of hand-wrought 
are well preserved, excejit as regards sharjiness of the 
external angles of the shank : and there is a peculiarity 
in the form of the head of the clasp, in both “Clasp” 
and “ Eose.” The grip of the die toTorm the head in the 
former compresses the shank immediately under the 
head, while in the latter variety, it widens or flattens 
the shank laterally. The shanks are thinner than 
their terminations, and this peculiarity compensates for 
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the liold gained by the sharp angles of hand- wrought, 
or the sharp and minutely rough angle of the cut 
nail ; the wood being elastic, wlien the machine- 
wrought nail is driven immediately under the head, 
the wood clings to the nail by its spring, and presents 
a resistance to its withdrawal, which apparently com- 
pensates for the want of the properties alluded to in 
the hand-made and the cut nail. Two characteristics 
are possessed by the hand-made over tlie machine- 
made nail, viz. elasticity and rigidity, and no system 
of compression by rolling will ju’oduce the uniform 
sharpness of angle, nor impart the rigid elastic pro- 
perty which can be obtiiincd by percussion, resulting 
from the rapid blows of the nailer’s hammer. And 
these attributes alone will ensure a demand for hand- 
wrought nails, especially ‘‘ Horse,” in preference to 
machine-wrought. 

Any description of the machines now used for patent 
wrought nails, by mere words, without the aid of 
illustrations, is impossible, for they are very complex 
from the multij^licity of the many separate pieces, 
such as cams, levers, wheels, heading bars, die holders, 
and dies, united in each machine. The earliest effort 
to compete with the hand-wrought nail was attempted 
in 1790 by means of rolling. On the circumference 
of a pair of rolls was incised or sunk a series of 
representations corresponding in intaglio to half a nail 
(if slit up longitudinally) ; and on the rolls being set 
in motion, a heated rod was taken in by them, and 
issued out as a string of nails, which only required to be 
disconnected, and the superfluous metal removed. Bjit 
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this took tinio, and there w«as a difficulty in regulating 
or “registering ” the rolls, viz. placing half heads and 
slianks on the one in ])ropcr relation to those on tho 
other. Tlie action of the rolls also necessitated a 
2)eculiarity in cutting the die, in order to relieve the 
metal forming the head, its under surface not being at 
right angles with the shank, hut slightly convex instead 
of con(.‘ave. Thc^ dilTercnce will he at once understood 
by comparing a well-made hand-wrought nail head, 
^vith that of an ordinary wood screw. The latter is a 
somewhat exaggerated illustration, hut it serves to show 
the d(ifeet of tho head i)roduced by the rolling process. 
This method of producing wrought nails has been 
entirely discontinued. 



S(>ctioii of single A !in<l doiihle IJ ri<lge, rolled iron, used in tho 
miuuOaetun' of iiiaehiut “ wrought ’’-nwidi; nails. 

The most recent method of manufixctiiring patent 
wrought nails is from iron, ixroduced by means of 
grooved rolls, having either one or two ridges raised 
on its surface, the former, if for “ brads,” tho latter if 
for rose headed, or clasj), The ridges cross the 
strut in order to preserve the fibre of tho iron parallel 
with the length of the nail, and the sheet is cut up 
into breadths which liave on one side a single A or 
double ridge B, according to tho variety of nail re- 
quired. These strips are next heated, presented to the 
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machine, drawn in hy it, cut by a ‘‘ sliccr ” crossways 
into breadths, each of which iiltiniiitely forms a nail, 
which are picked up by a “ carrier ’’ forming part of 
the machine, and jjlaced in a “ grip ” made by three dies. 
The “ slicer ” alluded to forms the fourth side, and is 
firmly held during the ]j>i*c>cess of ta 2 )ering (accom- 
plished by the pressure of a roller die). While in this 
position, a die, with a depression corresponding to the 
form of tluj head of the nail, is impelled against the 
surplus j)rojcctmg metal, and converts it into a finished 
head, the complete nail dropi)ing out of the machine. 
In addition to the two methods described, the attempts 
to simplify the production of “ wrought ” nails have 
been very numerous during the last eighty years ; but 
these consisted rather in accomplishing the end by a 
series of machines than by one, in which all the pro- 
cesses required to form a nail were united ; as in 
Mr. Coates’ patent in 1841, which he improved upon 
in 1844, and again in 1850. The principle w^as again 
adopted, and with the addition of the “ ridge ” rolled 
iron (out of wliich to cut the nail “ blanks ”), was 
repatented in 1859 ; and it must necessarily be included 
in all future machines for the manufacture of ^mtent 
wrought nails. It may be added, that the present 
method of producing machine-made wrought nails is a 
hybrid process, between cut and wrought nail making, 
the shank being cut, and the heading and pointing 
being done, by a die and a roller. 
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Cut Nails. 

It has been shown that the production by the 
patent machine-wrought system is limited, the nails 
being formed while the iron is heated. In cut nails 
the metal is operated upon cold; pointing forms 
a special operation in both hand and machine-wrought 
nails ; but in cut nails, the production of shank and 
point is simultaneous. It is only when the cut nail 
requires to be “ headed,’’ that an additional ju’ocess is 
added, though })crformed by tlie same machine with 
which the cutting is accora 2 )lishcd. The varieties 
produced are not so numerous as in the liand-mado, 
and consist of Brads, distinguished as floor, strong 
joiner, extra strong, fine cabinet, chair, and brush. 
“ Rose ” varieties arc divided into “ fine,” “ strong,” 
and “Canada”; “Clasps” are “fine” and “strong,” 
and to these may be added “ clasj) ” headed spikes, from 
5 inches in length, and upwards, fine and strong 
Flemish tacks from ^ inch up to f inch. “ Clouts” arc 
used i)rinci 2 )ally for box making, or nailing uj) “ laths,” 
and commence at ^ inch and rise up to inches. 
Patten and clog tacks begin at f incli and terminate 
at inch ; sacking, slate nails, shoo tacks, and round 
head clog and patten, from f inch up to inch ; smaller 
varieties from 2 to Nearly every variety of nail 
made by hand may be produced by cutting, except 
piping, plate, and horse nails. Cut nails are usually 
sold by weight ; so far as J)rico is concerned, they are 
considerably under cither of the varieties, hand or 
machine made, already described. Thus in 2J-inch 
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nails, the cut are now sold at 221 10s, per ton, the 
hand-wrought at 201,, and the patent machine-wrought 
at the intermediate price of 2‘dl, Ss. id. 

All cut nails arc ju’oduccd from strips of iron cut 
from sheets, the breadth of the strips corrcs})onding to 
the length of tlic nail. Caro is taken that the fibre of 
the iron runs parallel to the length of the nail, by 
laying a number of joiner’s “sj)rigs” (B) or shoemaker’s 
“ sparrables ” (A) head to point alternately ; and thus 
a strip is reproduced, corresponding in breadth to that 
from which they were cut. Brads (C) are also cut 



Stri]) to illustrate cuttiug of Sprigs, Sparrow-hills, an<l Brads. 


out of each other from a strip broader by the head ; in 
the production of those, or any other cut nails, there 
is no scrap or waste. 

“ Headed ” cut nails, as rose, clasp, slate, clout, and 
those of the “tack” group, are simply larger “sprigs,” 
wedge-like in breadth, equal in thickness to the sheet 
iron from which they are made. After they are cut off 
from the strip, by the slicer of the nail-cutting machine, 
they drop into, and are firmly clutched by grips, and a 
heading die carried by a sliding bar “upsets” the iron 
projecting from the grips and converts it into a head. 
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The cut on tlic op])()sito papjc will illuRtrate more clearly 
tlie o])cratiori of tlie macliinc used. Tlie Lost macliiucs 
arc all self-fc(iding, and also impart to tlie striji the 
vibratory motion to jirodiicc the tapea’-formed shank of 
the future nail. The rate or speed at which tliese 
machines work will ])roduce of the larger varieties of 
headed nails from 80 to 10(^ ])er minute, wliile a 
sprig, sparrow-bill, or “s2)arrable” nmking machine 
ojierating on five strips at once, will produce 1000 per 
minute. 

The after-finish of tacks, or nails which are blue, 
black, or tinned, is as follows. The blue colour is the 
result of jdacing the cut tacks in an iron cylinder and 
subjecting them to tlu*. heat of a muflle, .and when the 
required shade is obtained, they are withdrawm and 
allowed to cool. The black is pr(»duccd by immersing 
the tacks in black varnish aud then drying them in a 
stove. The wdiitc, i.e. “ tinned ” tacks are coated with 
tin by immersion in a bath of that metal in a state of 
fusion, the tacks having been ju'cviously cleansed by 
the action of sulphuric acid diluted wdth water. 

The origin of the cut nail trade, as it now exists, is 
due to a Joseph Dyer, wdio in 1814 at Birmingham 
combined in one the operations accomplished by several 
machines, and thus laid the foundation of the manu- 
facture. Its chief seat is Birmingham, where not less 
than 18,000 tons of iron are consumed annually, two 
firms alone absorbing 8000 tons of this quantity. A 
considerable bulk of the cut nails produced are ex- 
ported to India, Australia, and otiier British colonies, 
the high duty preventing their introduction into other 
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f)ou}>l(MiCtion NuiJ-cutting nud llcadinfj: Machine. 


The nail strip A is placed in a rc(‘d hex, v«Ttitally or liorizoiitally, 
an<l receives a vil)rat.«>rv motion to give tin taper to it ; the strip 
is pressed upon hy a spring, to kecj» it in (Mnitaet witli the slicers. 

The toj) slicers are lixed in the tramework of the machine, as are 
also tlie hack dies K' E, wliilc the hed shear C with its bottom 
dies IV 15 is movet] to and fro in a sliilo. 

The cut sliows the slide at its farthest ])oint of stroke on the 
right-hand side; a nail blank is pressed against the hack dicE', and the 
bottom die E is lifted nj) vertically. Thus llic blank is lirmly held 
upon four sides, while the heading bar is brought into action uj)on 
the end of the blank to he ‘‘headed.’' After it is cut oil’, it is 
advanced ))y a finger F' Just as iiiueh as is required to form the 
head. The instant the nail is licaded, the dies C and 15 travel in the 
direction of the arm, by whicli time the nail sti ij* A is in its jdace 
for tlio slicer to cut ofl'aimther blank ; and on the return stroke of 
the slide, the headed nail is free and is ])u.slied doAvnwards by the 
finger F' placed at the back of tlie toj) slicer 1). 

The slide carries the blank N against the die E, and the operation 
as described is repeated. 

The machine represented is a double-action one, having two 
headers which operate alternately — i.e. on the retreat and return 
stroke. 
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countries. The Americans are very large consumers 
of cut nails, wood being extensively used in the con- 
struction of their habitations, especially in the States, 
backwoods, &c., and this doubtless stimulates the supply. 

In England cut nail manufacturing is practised at 
Wolverhampton, Newport (Monmouthshire), Leeds, 
and Newcastle-on-Tyne. As in all similar manu- 
factures where macliinery has superseded human labour, 
high wages for the workpeople are confined to tool 
makers and the superintendents of machines, who get 
from 25s. to 55s. per week, ordinary workmen from 17s. 
to 25s. ; women and girls nearly equal the males in 
number, and get from 7s. Gd. to 15s. per week; altogether 
about 2500 workpeople are employed in the trade. 

Nails are also made from iron wire, a variety of 
French origin, as the name, ‘‘ Poiiites de Paris,’’ in- 
dicates. They are made from 1 to 4 inches in length, 
and are well suited for, and principally used in, the 
construction of packing cases of willow, or other soft 
woods which grow so abundantly on the Continent. 
These nails drive freely and hold firmly, the material 
rendering them strong, while the parallelism of the 
shank presents an obstruction in withdrawing them 
when once driven. They are all made by machines, 
which cut the wire, “ point, ” and “ head,” by means of 
advancing dies, the point formed by one die, the head 
by another, as in machines used in the formation 
of the heads of machine-made, wrought, and cut 
nails. The quantity of wire nails made is not great, 
for they are but little used in England, and only a 
few are manufactured for export purposes. 

Nails are also cast, but their use is chiefly confined 
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to horticultural purposes, such as the training of fruit 
trees against walls ; hence their name “ wall nails. 
Cast nails arc also used for the attachment of laths 
to the interior walls of buildings to hold the plaster. 
Thcs() have tapering slianks, square or triangular in 
section, and are cast in moulds formed of sand, from 
patterns which rej)resent the heads only, tlie slianks 
being pricked in with a model representing the spike 
in the corresjioiiding half of the mould, directly opposite 
the centre of the head pattern ; or a complete pattern 
of the nail is projected through a thin metal plate, the 
head on one side, the spike protruding on the other. 
These arc moulded in a two-jiart casting-flask, oi 
mould, the head on one half, the stalk on the other. 
Sometimes the nail is laid in a longitudinal direction, 
one half on one side, the other half on the reverse 
of a thill metal plate, and then moulded. After the 
mould is made, the impressions produced by the 
jiatterns are connected to central “ gets ” or runners 
The moulds being closed, are bound together with 
ordinary moulder’s clamps, so that the iron in a state 
of fusion is run in and fills the prints made by the 
patterns. When cooled, the moulds are opened, and 
the nails disconnected or broken off from the “ gets.” 
Like all iron castings, these nails are brittle and fre- 
quently break in driving, which could only be obviated 
by annealing them in close iron boxes filled with 
haamatite iron ore. This process, however, would be 
expensive, even when annealed, for the nails would 
not be equally so fitted for general use as are hand- 
wrought, machine-made, or cut nails. 

Cast brass nails, with square or twisted shanks, 
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are produced in small quantities for sliip-building pur- 
poses, and of an alloy of cop 2 )er and tin, cbicfl j used for 
the fastening of cojiper or 2 )atent sheeting to the hulls 
of shi23S below the flotation line, or water mark. 

The earnings of those engaged in tlie hand-wrought 
nail trade vary very much. The children begin work 
as early as nine years of age, and at tlie age of ten or 
twelve are ex 2 iected to make their “stint” of 1000 
nails 2 ^er day, despite the ra 2 )id decrease in the demand 
for hand- wrought nails. 

There will alw^ays ])C a limited demand for wrought 
nails, more especially for those used in horse shoeing, 
the production of which by machinery has up till now 
been unsuccessful, and tJio quality of elasticity com- 
bined with rigidity 2 >roduced by the operation of the 
hammer will never, in all probability, be 2 >roduced by 
a machine. Fifty years ago the English Admiralty 
took upwards of 600 tons of wrought nails annually, 
but the weight now required by it is small ; the demand 
from the United States and Canada has also materially 
decreased. The Bcilgians are our great competitors in 
this branch of national industry. 
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LOCKS. 

r>y TiiK i.ATF W. 0. Aitken (Birmingham). 

The early existence of the trade of Lock making in 
Wolverhaiu 2 )ton and the neighbouring districts was in 
all probability due to the excellence of the iron, whicli, 
previous to tliti ap})lication of mineral fuel by Dud 
Dudley, was smelted with wood. Lock making was 
in 1080 tlie cliief trade of this town, and in 1732 it 
was written, “ The chief manufucturers of this town 
are locksmiths^ reckoned tlie most export in England.’* 
Though Wolverhampton is the depot where locks arc 
most generally purchased, the great centre of the ma- 
nufacture is Willeiihall (a sliort distance from Wolver- 
hampton), of which place in 1801 a county historian 
wrote, “ More locks are made here than in any other 
town of the same size in England or Europe.” 

The lock trade affords employment in Staffordshire 
to at least upwards of 5000 of its population, in 
Wolverhampton, Willcnhall, Walsall, and Wednesfield, 
to which may be added the large villages of Bloxwich, 
Short Heath, and Brewood. 

The word “lock ” to the uninitiated suggests simply 
a means of fastening a door, chest, &c., but the kinds 
of locks are very numerous, one largo firm making 
1700 different patterns, while each town has a repu- 
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tation for tlie excellence of special varieties, for instance, 
Wolverhampton for its till, cabinet, levered rim, mortise, 
and fine plate locks ; Willcnhall and its suburb, Short 
Heath, foj* warded rim, dead, mortise, drawback, pad, 
and till ; Walsall and Bloxwicb for their iron pad, 
and cabinet ; Wednesfield for its iron cabinet, and 
keys ; Brewood for its fine plate. 

The peculiarities and fitness of locks for special 
purposes rather than their mechanical construction 
must, from my limited space, form the leading feature 
of this brief notice of a very large industry. 

The various kinds of locks are classed under three 
divisions: first, brass cabinet and other best locks; 
second, bright and japanned iron cabinet and other 
common locks ; third, stock (plate) or locks with cases 
of wood, i. e. the ironwork of the lock is attached to 
a thill plate of iron, which is sunk into the wood 
“ stock ” or frame. The first division consists of such 
locks as arc applied to tills or drawers — hence named 
“ till ” or “ drawer.^^ Then follow straight cupboard, which 
do not require the wood to which they are fixed to be 
cut away, or cut out, for the reception of the metal 
cover which contains the working parts of the lock. 
Cut cupboard, on the contrary, necessitates the cutting 
away of the wood for this cover, as also the metal 
plate to wdiich^ the wmrks are attached, so that the 
lock should not project from the wood on which it 
is fixed, into the interior of the cui^board or drawer. 
This variety of lock is intended to be sunk flush 
with the wood, &c. Double-handed cupboard locks 
shoot the bolt of the lock cither to the right or left 
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hand. Pedestal or sideboard have the peculiarity, that 
instead of the bolt, or bolts, shooting into wood, or 
“stile,” two-eyed staples or hooked j>ieces of metal 
are attached to a plate and listened to the “ stile ” 
into which the “ bolts ” shoot ; this peculiarity of con- 
struction is carried out also in box, or sloping, camp, 
and travelling desk locks ; in some varieties of which 
the bolts of the locks are hooks, and lock by the hooks 
passing behind a striking jdate. The same ])eculiarity 
is also observed in such locks as are used in j)ort- 
folios, carpet and letter bags, and book edges, as 
ledgers, (fee. In trunk and portmanteau locks, the 
plate on which the stajdti, ifec*., is .attached (into which 
the bolt shoots), is hinged, the hinging j)ermitting the 
withdrawal of the staple from the lock, when the i>ort- 
manteau, (fee., is required to be o]>onod. 

The locks dealt with hith(‘.rto are all small in size 
and of such kinds as are ui^ed for articles of furniture, 
and hence the distinguishing name of “ cabinet ” 
locks for those used by cabinet makers ; the others 
being applied to articles made by desk and dressing- 
case makers, bookbinders, and saddlers. 

The numerous and larger examples of loc.ks in use 
by builders and carpenters for house building will 
next bo described. 

Bead rim locks, to lock on one side only, have the 
works of the lock encased in frames of metal, usually of 
japanned iron. They are a2>j)lied to the interior side of 
the door, the distinction “ dead ” being a trade desig- 
nation, meaning that the bolt can only be shot out or in 
by the key. The same appellation to lock on both sides, 

B 
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means that tlic bolt can be withdrawn by introducing 
and turning the key either from the in- or outside of 
the door. Siting rim or drawhaclc locks have but one 
bolt with tlic addition of a spring, which, on the use of 
the key, permits the bolt to be withdrawn by a knob on 
the inside of the door. The same kinds of locks are 
made with three bolts, i. e. a spring latch, a main, and 
a private bolt, the first-named bolt worked by a knob, 
the second {main^ bolt by tlie key, and the third 
{private holt) by a slide thumb-bit. With the mor- 
tise lock, the artistic features or the opportunity for 
the introduction of ornament on its external surface 
were at end, for even the Irass-cased rim lock simply 
consisted in the case being made of brass instead of 
being of iron and japanned. The mortise is a lock 
which is hidden in the wood of the door, by cutting out, 
by mortising, the necessary wood to accommodate the 
usually oblong iron box that contains the works of 
the lock. In two and three holt mortise locks, the bolts 
operate in the manner described as in rim locks, with 
the exception that the private bolt is operated upon by 
a small knob in the interior of the door, instead of by 
a thumb-bit, which moves the private bolt in the rim 
lock. Plate locks are those, in which the works 
attached to a plate of steel are let into “ stocks,” or 
oblong pieces of wood, and thereby attached to the door 
by screws or bolts. When used for ecclesiastical 
buildings, the stock is generally made of oak wood, 
decorated with iron plates with tre- or cinqfoil 
perforations, the plates further enriched by their out- 
line, like their perforation, being of a mediaeval cha- 
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racter. Various kinds of plate locks are distinguished 
by the terms Fancy, Bastard, Fine, Best Fine, Best Best, 
Irish, Common, Best, and Barrack. Latches arc included 
in the category of locks, and their mechanism is almost 
as varied as that of locks. Comhmatum latches possess 
this property, that unless all the latch bolts arc placed 
in one position, the door to which the latch is fixed 
cannot be undone. Flush, rim, and mortise, as aj^idied 
to latches, simply mean that the first-named is let into 
the doov flush with the wood, the second is fastened on 
the surface of the wood, and the third is sunk into, and 
entirely hidden in a suitably formed cavity which has 
been produced by mortising the door. Padloclcs are 
a very numerous family, and may be said to consist of 
locks which are independent of what they lock. The 
iron loop of the padlock lifts up and is passed through 
a staple, the end of the loop being perforated with a 
square hole for the reception of the bolt ; the end of 
the loop is then placed in situ within the body of the 
padlock, and the key turned, when the bolt passes 
through the hole. There are padlocks made with 
and without tumblers, as well as sjming, and screw 
key padlocks, i. e. the key terminates in a screw, 
which, on reaching the bolt, unlocks it. Akin to pad- 
locks, there are combination or letter locks, which 
open by means of letters punched round the outer 
circumference of thin collar-like cylinders of brass, 
and by moving the collars round on the bolt, the 
letters are combined so as to spell certain words ; the 
combination allows the bolt to be withdrawn, and the 
lock is thus opened by a mental, and not a material 

s 2 
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key. Tlic mention of keys reminds ns tliat they 
were once highly ornamented with appropriate decora- 
tions, hearing reference to the locks to which they 
belonged, while even the wards formed l)cautiful devices 
and initial letters. Keys now are made of a purely 
utilitarian form, for use rather than ornament. 

I have not the space to deal witli the construction of 
other than those of an ordinary commercial character. 
The antiquity of locks is proved by numerous allusions 
to them in Sacred Writ and ancient poetry. The 
records of the inventive skill of our locksmiths are to 
be found enrolled in the volumes published by Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners of Patents, such as the 
Marquis of Worcester’s locks, which caught the hand 
of a stranger, as a trap catches a fox, and so far marked 
him that he might easily be detected. Eighty-four 
patents for locks were taken out between October 31, 
1778, and April 15, 1851. Since the operation of the 
new jiatent law, in locks as in other articles, the 
number of patents has been vastly increased, and an im- 
mense impetus given to the improvement of the finish 
of locks, the use of sui)erior tools, and consequently 
rapidity of production. Probably no industry has ever 
been so effectually and intelligently illustrated as that 
of locks, in the forty-four examples which formed the 
Lock Trophy ” in the Exhibition of 1851, the work 
of Mr. C. Aubin of Wolverhampton, — the series com- 
mencing with the simplest of locks and terminating 
with the Bramahs. With the invention of Barron, viz. 
the principle of allowing a stump on the “ tumbler ” 
to pass through a bolt, a principle still adhered to in the 
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production of commercial and, it may be added, locks 
of superior quality, began a new era. Tlic moveable 
tumblers guarded the fixed wards, and presented to 
those who tampered with tliem a difficulty which had 
not previously presented itself. The security of the 
Bramah lock lay in its noslc, curiously defended from 
the introduction of any but the proj^er key, by a new 
invention of a spiral sjuung, which by its operation 
prevented access to the bolt, to turn or shoot it. The 
principle appeared so perfect and unassailable, that for 
fifty years a padlock on the Bramah princij)lc hung in 
the shop window of that firm in Biccadilly, with a board 
attached, on which was inscribed, “ The artist who can 
make an instrument to pick this lock shall receive 
two hundred guineas, the moment it is produced.” 
Various attempts were made to open the lock, but 
it was reserved as the crowning triumph of Mr. A. 
C. Hobbs, the inventor of Newell’s pariiotopic lock, to 
destroy the hitherto unlockable purity of the Barron 
padlock. He had previously, in twenty-five minutes, 
opened a three-bolt, six-tumbler lock, made by Chubb, 
fixed on the iron door of a vault in the occupation of 
the South-Eastern Ilailway Company. It, however, 
must bo borne in mind, that the locks named were 
locks picked under circumstances which no burglar 
can possibly have in his favour, and that the opening 
of these two locks was effected only by a skilful and 
accomplished mechanic, as the invention of the paruo- 
topic lock proved him to be. The actual time occu- 
pied in picking the Bramah padlock was twenty-two 
hours and forty-five minutes, but Mr. Hobbs afterwards 
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picked the lock three times within one hour. It is pro- 
bable that no cheaper nor more beneficial lesson was 
over received, than that given by the American lock- 
smith to the English lock trade. It is to the credit of 
Bramah, that at an early period he perceived the 
advantage of, and applied machinery to the production 
of his lock. The padlock, which required nearly two 
days of ordinary time to pick, was only 4 inches in 
diameter and inch thick. The application of ma- 
chinery to grind and cut the several parts of the inte- 
rior mechanism of locks, and of skilful mechanics to fit 
together the parts machined, is on the true principle 
of the interchangeable system, the same which is now 
recognized in the production of guns by machinery ; 
and by adopting this plan “most of the limbs of which 
a lock is composed are capable of being produced at 
a much cheaper rate, and with a degree of uniformity, 
imiJracticable by hand labour.” 

The manufacture of locks in the towns and villages 
in and around Wolverhampton, Willenhall, Walsall, 
Bloxwich, or tlie villages of Wednesficld and Brewood, 
is only exceptionally practised in connection with spe- 
cially constructed manufactories. The great bulk of 
locks for exportation, and the cheap locks used in this 
country are produced by “master men,” employing 
a few “hands,” these chiefly apprentices. These 
masters have no capital, are very poor, and to enable 
them to live, go in and procure raw material ; they 
dispose of their locks at a low price to Wolver- 
hampton factories. Their tools are of the most crude 
and imperfect construction, though it is true that the 
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cutting up of iho sheet iron is now done by ma- 
chinery, instead of, as formerly, by cutting out with 
the cold chisel. In some kinds of locks, as plate ” 
locks, the plates arc still cut out and pierced, as also 
the bolts forged, by hand. The principal tools used 
in the locks of a better quality produced by “little 
masters,” who work for Wolverhami)ton lock factors, 
are the shears, the file, and the punch. There is 
sad waste of material. The tools, not being attended 
to, work with difficulty, the shears wear in the cut- 
ting edges of the jaws, the pin becomes loose, while 
strength would be economized by the apjdication of a 
counterpoise weiglit ; children work these presses, and 
file, standing on blocks of wood, or boxes, to elevate 
them to the height of the vice in which the piece of 
metal is held. It is to bo hoj>cd that the distortion of 
the human form is loss apparent now than when Mr. II, 
H. Horne, in his Eeport on this district, pointed out 
some years ago, that the protracted hours of labour at 
a vice tended to displace the right shoulder blade, and 
to bend the right leg inwards towards the knee. In 
the shops of small lock masters, children blow the 
bellows for those a little older to forge the iron, and 
the “ drilling ” of the pipe of a key for the reception 
of the pin of the lock, the cutting of the wards, and the 
filing of the keys are also done by young persons. Keys 
with more complicated wards are placed in the hands 
of more experienced adults and apprentices. The 
above conveys a very fair idea of the appliances in 
use, and indicates the class of human aid employed 
in the production of cheap tumbler cupboard locks of 
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various kinds, so cheap as to be sold wholesale at Is. OJd. 
per dozen Chest locks are sold at half the money, viz. 
Gid. per dozen, and are so valueless in the estimation 
of th(nr makers, that a workman engaged in chest lock 
making, dro])])ing a lock, I'cmarked to a friend who 
had picked it up, that he could make another “ ere it 
had done ringing.” Indeed, the locks which fall on the 
ground .are left to be j)icked uj) by the boy who sweeps 
the shop. Four-inch common closet locks arc sold at Id. 
each, and those witli fine wards at lid. each, while com- 
mon quality locks, with one wlieel and a short “ bitted ” 
key, were sold in sets of five, for sets of drawers, with 
two keys, for Is. Id. per set. Small keys, which in 
1810 were first “ stamped ” by noj)c, of Ampton near 
Wolverhampton, out of wrought iron, were priced 
at 48. Gd. 2 >er gross, in a list of that year, but are 
now sold at l8. 8d. per gross, and, made of cast iron 
rendered “ malleable,” at half the money, viz. lOd. per 
gross. In 181G the casting of keys was first intro- 
duced by Grove, of Birmingham, and all keys prior to 
the year 180G were forged. The prejudices against 
stamjied keys were such, that for a long i)eriod lock 
makers refused to use them. The cutting out of 
portions of locks from sheet iron by the fly press, 
punches, and bolsters, took place in 1790 ; this, and 
the conversion of cast into malleable were introduced 
into the lock trade in 1815, being due to Mr. Isaac 
Mason, of Bilstou. 

Among the curiosities of lock making produced in 
the great districts of lock industry, may be named 
a padlock, made in 1776 by one James Leo, upwards 
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of sixty -tlircc years of age, wliicb, witli its key, was 
not the weight of a silver twopenny piece ; also a lock 
and key of iron not the weight of a silver penny ; and 
he boasted that he could make a dozen locks with 
keys, which would not exceed the weight of a sixpence. 
A complete and effective lock on liarron’s principle, 
full of tumblers,” was made just half-an-inch square, 
and under Jthof an inch in thickness, by Henry Yates, 
of Wolverhampton. Mr. Chubb, in the Birmingham 
Exhibition of Manufactures in 1849, showed one of his 
patent Detectors ’’ set in a gold finger-ring, the lock 
and key weighing only sixteen gi*ains. In the Exhibi- 
tion of 1851, two boys, sons of Mr. Aubin, of Wolver- 
hampton, exhibited a four-lever padlock only of an 
inch in diameter (small enough to go in a hemp-seed 
husk). But this was exceeded by Mark Scaliot, a 
blacksmith of London in 1578, who made a lock of 
iron, steel, and brass, consisting of eleven jueces, and 
a pipe ” key, which weighed only one grain. 

As to the production of locks, Mr. J. C. Tildesley 
in 1865 estimated the number of employers at 450, who 
emidoyed 4950 workmen, producing weekly of pad, 
cabinet, till, chest, rim, dead, mortise, drawback, fine- 
plate, secure-levered and other locks, in the aggregate 
31,500 dozens, which, allowing forty-eight working 
weeks to the year, is equal to 368,000 dozens, or 
4,416,000 single locks. 
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WOOD SCEEWS. 

Bv THE LATE W. C. AiTKEN (Birmingham). 

It will be readily understood that the trade term “ wood 
screws ” simply means iron screws used by carpenters 
and cabinet makers, varying in length and thickness 
from one quarter of an inch upwards, which ojBfer a 
ready method of uniting separate pieces of wood, and 
attaching metal work to it. Screws, as everybody knows, 
are much more difficult to withdraw than nails, which 
from their tapering form, can easily be removed by 
a pair of pincers, while a well-made screw can only be 
removed through the same means by which it was intro- 
duced into the wood. Screws are distinguished by their 
lengths, and their thickness by numbers, viz. an inch 
screw may be had from J up to ]. The form of the 
head is usually distinguished as “countersunk,” but 
there are other varieties, such as those with heads that 
are convex and stand in relief as half spheres (lock 
screws), while in others the heads are “bullet,” like 
in form to those used by medisBval metal makers. 

The crude machinery or processes produced rough 
and badly cut threads or “worms,” which tore the 
fibres of the wood as they entered it, defeating to a 
very great extent the advantage of the worm. The 
bluntness of the point was also a disadvantage; but 
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recent improvements in cutting, by wbicli the bottom 
of the “ thread ” has been made flat instead of concave, 
and the points, “ gimlet ” like, permit of a smaller hole 
being perforated in the wood for the introduction of 
the screw, so that its smooth and well-cut thread docs 
not destroy the flbre into which it is driven, and prac- 
tically becomes a “ nut.” The perfection with which 
screws are now made has very largely increased the 
manufacture. 

The early history of wood screws is involved in 
some little doubt. They were prior to 1760 entirely 
made by hand, but in that year the brothers Wyatt 
invented an apparatus for cutting them, which to a 
certain extent was automatic. The “blank” out of 
which the screw was to be produced was held by clams, 
which revolved in a power-driven lathe, and at the 
back of the spindle in which the clams were fixed, a 
screw 9 ,rrangcment repeatedly forced the blank forward 
through tools which cut the thread. The nicking of 
the head was also effected by revolving cutters, the 
blank, held in dies, being forced through these by 
means of a screw ; and means were also provided for 
stopping and putting the machinery in motion. A 
curious illustration of the rate of production of screws 
by this machine, as well as the importance of the trade 
previous to 1798, will be gathered from the fact that 
Messrs. Shorthouse, Wood, and Co. (the then largest 
producers 6f screws), who had works at Burton-on- 
Trent, Tettenhall, and Hartshorne in Derbyshire, at the 
latter establishment with fifty-nine pairs of hands 
turned out 1200 gross weekly, which is under the 
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120tli part of the production of one manufacturing firm 
in Birmingham alone. 

All screw blanks wore up to 1817 forged, but in that 
year Colbert, a Gorman clock maker, devised a means 
for avoiding this, and forming the blanks from iron wire, 
so that apart from increased rapidity of production, 
the process gone through in converting iron into wire 
improved tlie metal out of which the blanks arc mfide. 
By Colbert’s process the wire was cait into lengths a 
little longer than the screw to be made, held in a pair 
of dies with a countersunk impression on their face, so 
that the wire protruding beyond the dies was “ upset ” 
by means of a hammer expanded laterally, and took 
the form sunk in the die. All screw blanks are now 
made from zinc, and Colbert’s method has been im- 
proved upon. The wire is now simply supplied to tho 
heading machine, into which it is drawn, and cut off 
to length, while the head is formed by a similar process 
to that described in solid headed pin making, the 
inventor of which, Mr. Wright, also brought out a 
screw-making machine, though from its complicated 
construction it never came into any extensive use, and 
has long been abandoned. Inventive skill has been 
largely exercised in this country and America in 
perfecting the machines, and those now in use here are 
American and self-acting. The attendance of women 
in the former dirty occupation of “ screw grinding,” as 
it was called, is entirely got rid of, and they are now 
employed in tending the machines, a number of which 
can be managed by one female. 

^ The old process of screw making by hand consisted 
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in cutting tlic rod into longtlis, heating it, jdacing it 
in a countersunk holster, and opening the head by 
hammering. The nick or slot on the head was cut 
with a hand-saw, and the worm of the screw, by placing 
the blank in clams at the end of a spindle, to the 
opposite end of which a winch handle was attached. 
The spindle, placed on two bearers, was made to revolve 
by manual power communicated to the winch handle. 
The dies which cut the thread were in two parts, the 
lower one fast and the U2>per loose, and connected 
with it was a lever with a weight attached, which, 
pressing upon the blank in its j)assage backwards and 
forwards through the dies, cut the thread. A treadle 
operating on the lever increased or diminished its 
pressure, till the worm was coiii2)letcd. 

The present method is as follows: — The blanks, 
formed of wire as already described, are carried 
to the machine and placed in its hopper, whence by 
a mechanical arrangement they are withdrawn, one 
by one, and placed in the machine where the head is 
turned. They are then nicked, while held in grips by 
rotating saws, the burr arising from whicli is removed 
by again subjecting the blank head to the action of the 
turning tool; one complete revolution of the tool is 
sufficient to accomplish these two operations, and the 
blank is dropped down into a receiver. The headed 
and slit blanks arc now placed in the hopper of the 
worming machine, and then taken to the clams; a 
cutter is next passed along the blank often enough 
to produce the thread of the required depth, and to 
form the point, and the screw is then released and falls 
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into a receptacle provided for it. As these machines 
are self-acting, one woman can attend to a number of 
them, whereas of the preceding machines (on the in- 
terregnum system), one woman was required for each. 
Now, however, the supply of blanks to the hoppers and 
attention to the change of cutters (when they become 
worn) is all that is required. 

Wood screws have also been produced by being cast 
in sand, and ingenious methods have been devised to 
simplify the perforation of the moulds, as regards the 
removal of the patterns; but it must be evident that 
any attempt to produce wood screws by sand casting, 
as beautifully clear in the worm or thread, as in the 
ordinaiy metal wood screw, must result in failure, 
whether as regards quality, utility, or price; metal 
when cast, whether iron, brass, or copper, is brittle in 
comparison with any of these metals, when they have 
undergone the processes of rolling and conversion into 
wire, from which all wood screws are made. Cast 
wood screws should be regarded simply as among the 
curiosities of manuhxcture. 

Improvements in the manufacture of wood screws, 
with concurrent diminution in price, has led to their 
use in preference to nails. The computed number of 
screws made in England in 1849 was 70,000 gross 
per week. In 1866, this jn-oduction had risen to 
130,000 gross, and the quantity of wire consumed 
annually for this manufacture alone amounted to 
upwards of 5000 tons. In the year (1873) one manu- 
facturing screw firm (Messrs. Nettlefold and Chamber- 
lain) produced 150,000 gross weekly, or in the aggre- 
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gate, allowing for stoppages, &c., forty-ciglit working 
weeks to tlie year, seven millions two hundred thousand 
gross of screws per aimiiin. Birmiiigliani is the chief 
scat of tlie wood screw inannfactiire, and tliey have 
not recently been produced to any extent clsewlicre. 
The aggregate niimlKu* made in England annually 
is at present estimated at 9,000,000 of grosses — or 
1,296,000,000 wood screws. The iron wire consumed 
is nine thousand tons, thougli a small deduction should 
l)e made for screws from copper and brass wire. 
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SAIL WAY BOLTS AND SPIKES. 

Till.. lA’ii: C. /iiTKKN (liirmiifghniD). 

From tlic very conimciiccmcut of tlio railway system, 
it may be questioned wlietlicr its warmest advocates 
realized the new iiidiistrit^s wliieli it would call into 
existence, not the least important of whicb is the 
manufacture of bolts, nuts, spikes, fish, and wrought- 
iron chair plates, iJec., now so exteiisively used, and 
imperatively called for in the making of railways; 
as also rivets cnqdoyed in the construction of tubular 
bridges, as that of the Britannia ; wrought-iron 
girders; stationary, locomotivi^, and marine engine 
boilers; gasometers, and tanks to contain water or 
other fluids. If in connection with the above, is 
considered the increase of steam-vessels, the multi- 
tude of rivets, bedts, &c., required ' in the construction 
of even a single iron vessel, such as an iron-clad, 
which now forms so essential an element in the British 
Navy, it will be owned that this industry is one well 
worthy of description. 

In the fastenings nsed in railways of the best 
construction, every length of rail 18 feet long is 
connected with that which succeeds it, by two “ fish ” 
plates and four bolts and nuts, two of which pass 
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tlirougli tlio former and two tlirougli tlio latter, 
holding firmly tlio two lengths togiithor hy the 
pressure of the nuts on the plates, on each side at 
the junction of the two lengtlis of rail. This forms 
the suj)port of the length of each rail, which rests on 
seven “ chairs,” each of which is held down on the 
“ sleeper ” by “ fang ” bolts or spikes.’ There are 
542J miles of railway between London and Aberdeen, 
laid down tliroughout as a double line, while at all the 
stations, the number of rails required for “ sidings, 
&c., are very numerous. If however the estimate em- 
braces the “fixings” on the 15,376 miles of railway 
now at work in the United Kingdom, their aggregate 
amount is equal to 361,500,000 of separate jiieces used 
in the construction of the permanent way. But the 
employment of nuts, bolts, and spikes, &c., does not end 
here, for they enter into the construction of passenger 
carriages, waggons for the conveyance of merchandise, 
coal and minerals, live stock and luggage vans, and 
even into the framework of the locomotive by which 
they are all moved. A covered railway waggon alone 
absorbs in its construction nearly 300 bolts. 

The system of division of labour is now such, that 
the screws required by black- and whitesmiths are 
no longer made by them ; and the agricultural imple- 
ment maker, or brass founder, who some years ago 
by means of screw plates or stocks and dies made 
his own screws, no longer makes, but procures them 
from the nut and bolt manufacturer in quantities. 
The system of standard gauges, founded upon micro- 
metrical adjustment (introduced by Sii* Joseph Whit 

F 
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worth), is such, that “ bright ” bolts formerly made by 
engineers and used in the construction of stationary, 
locomotive, and marine engines, in cotton and woollen 
spinning and weaving, are now i)roduced by the nut and 
bolt manufacturer, with such extreme accuracy as to 
diameter, parallelism of shoulder of head, face of nut, 
and pitch of thread, as to prove how easily an uni- 
versal system of screwage might be accomplished all 
over the world. 

Large as are the requirements of English railways, 
tJiosc of foreign and colonial railways arc still larger, 
and have, f(jr the most part, to be supplied by English 
houses. Under the definition of “ railway iron” these 
articles arc included, and the results of a special and 
comparatively new industry therefore escapes notice. 
One firm alone, viz. the Patent Nut and Bolt Company, 
which has branches at the Stour Valley Works, near 
Birmingham, and Cwmbran Works, South Wales, can 
produce 100 tons per day of nuts and bolts, and at the 
rate of 30,000 tons per annum. Other and smaller 
establishments in the district, as at West Bromwich, 
Wolverhampton, the Black country, Shefiield, Glasgow, 
and elsewhere, will raise the consumption of iron in 
this department of British industry to 80,000 tons per 
annum. 

It will at once be seen that the quantity required, 
together wdtli the necessity for speedy execution, 
necessitates a greater degree of production than can be 
accomplished by manual labour ; but “ best ” nuts and 
bolts, as they are called, arc still produced by hand 
and forged by the workman, aided by a double “ Oliver,” 
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(or two hammers working by means of a treadle to 
eaeli hammer). Tlie assistant frequently treadles, 
while the chief woi’kman turns round the heated iron 
oij his anvil, lays it in ‘‘‘creases,” or plaeijs it in 
“ dies ” in order to secure the form of the liead of the 
holt or spike, etc. Where the shank of the bolt lias to 
be “screwed” with an external thread, and tlie nut 
“ tapped ” with an interior screw, these oi)orations are 
jicrformed by cleverly constructed machines, in which 
tlie bolt is lield fast, and its shank screwed when in 
motion, by dies which thi*ead it in its passage 
through them. Tlie thread is not j>roduced at once, 
but by the gradual comi)ression of the dies in tin* 
advance and retrogressive motion of the bolt, by the 
automatic arrangement connected with the head of 
the screwing machine! in which it is held. The gri 2 > 
or cut of the die is determined by the lever handle of 
the a2)2)aratus, in which the screwing dies are held, 
coming down on an iron stoj) when tlie bolt is finished, 
of unifoim size and gauge. 

The tap^iing of the nuts is effected witli equal 
certainty, but with greater rapidity, as many as three 
or even six being ta}q>ed at once, by a machine either 
horizontal or 2)cr2)endicular in its oi>eration. 

The tajis used are all “ taper ” pointed, but terminate 
in “ plug,” or else they cut i)arallol towards the head, 
or taper tajjs prepare the nut for the plug tap; in 
either case, the i)lug or finishing tap iiroduces a 
nut w'hich moves by a gentle force on the thread of 
the previously screwed bolt. During the oiieration of 
tapiung, the nuts ai*e clutched, or held by grips in a 
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horizontal or perpendicular position, the heads of the 
tap or taps being dropped into the ends of spindles 
prepared for their ixic^eption, and tlie screwing ends into 
tlie nuts. The machinery is set in motion and the taps 

Machine eor Heading Bolts, Spikes, etc. 



A. Driving pulley. B. Revolving table. 

C. Dies in which iron is placed. 

D. Hammer of stamp carrying heading die. 

E. For moving table. 

being propelled forward, or downward perpendicularly, 
cut the worm in the nut ; when the machinery is reversed 
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and the taps are withdrawn, the nuts are removed from 
the clutches in wdiich they w^ere held, and if not for 
“ bright engineers/’ the bolts are complete. 

When bolts, nuts, and spikes are produced entirely 
by machinery, tlie ju-occss of producing tljc blanks or 
unfinished bolts or nuts is entirely different. Fish 
and fang bolts, with parallel square or round shanks 
and square heads, are made from round iron of suitable 
diameters or rods S])ecially rolled. The rods are cut 
into lengths a little longer than tlic bolts required ; 
the ends of the lengths to form the heads are heated in 
mufilcs with an iron side j)erforated with a number of 
holes, the size of the iron. By this arrangement the 
one end of the future bolt is cold, or kej)t comjjaratively 
rigid, wdiile tlie o})posite end is heated and rendered 
ductile. The heated iron is dropped perpendicularly 
into a socket or bolster die ; if the shank is square, or 
of any other form under the head, a die bearing the im- 
press of the intended head is attached to the descend- 
ing hammer of the stamp in use ; as it descends, the 
heated iron protruding from the lower die is compressed 
into a head ; and in this manner also, are produced 
the peculiarly formed dog-headed spikes, their shanks 
made square, and their i>oints chisel pointed, by being 
subjected to the operation of other machines previously. 
The operation of heading is considerably expedited by 
a machine with a revolving table, on which a number 
of dies are so arranged, that each, by a movement of the 
table, is brought under the falling hammer of the stamp, 
when, one blow having been given, the table is turned, 
and by an arrangement under the die, the headed bolt 
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is forced out of the bolster and its place supplied by 
another piece of heated iron. The number of bolts 
headed is much larger than tliat made by the use of 



A. Bcvel-wbcels, giving motion to 

B. Spindles carrying (screwing) taps. 

C. Pulley, wliich carries band. 

D. Bods, which throw spindles in and out of gear. 

E. Nuts to be tapped or in process of being tapped. 

only a Binglc heading machine. Nuts are entirely 
produced by either subjecting the heated flat iron bar 
in its length to the operation of a machine, which takes 





A. Die to form external shape of nut. 

B. Concentric punch which adrances and cuts out the nuts ; an 
internal punch then advances and pei'forates or punches out the 
hole. 

C. End section of punch B. 

or a bar of iron is heated at the end and presented to 
the action of a machine, with an advancing hollow 
punch fitted with another punch concentrically cor- 
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responding to the hole of the nut. This latter, which 
forms the external shape of the nut, is advanced by a 
cam, and the heated iron bar is held against the head. 
The hollow piineli advances, cuts out a nut, forces it 
into a die or bed ; the concentric perforating punch 
then advances and ])erforates the hole. The action of 
the machinery is then reversed, the double punch 
withdrawn, and tlie nut coirij)leted. 

The longer kinds of rivets are made with a similar 
machine but with a different arrangement of dies, com- 
prising a bed in wliich to drop the iron, and a die to com- 
press and form the head. A twisted shanked spike is 
occasionally in demand, which is not cut or threaded ” 
by means of the screwing machinery already described. 
Tlic shank is forged or rolled flat and broad, before 
being subjected to the operation of a twisting machine ; 
it is held fast by the head, the shank dropping into a 
slot cut in an upright support, and the machine is set in 
motion, carrying the head of the si)ike with it for one 
quarter or half a revolution. The point being held 
firmly, resists, the result being a twist in the shank, 
which renders the spike, when driven into a sleeper, very 
difficult of removal. The operation of “ twisting ” the 
shank of the spike is accomplished with great rapidity. 

Bolts, nuts, and spikes, the various modes of pro- 
duction of which have already been described, are sold 
in their rough black condition, screwed and fitfced, 
utility only being considered. ‘‘ Bright ” or “ finished ” 
bolts and nuts, to be used by engineers require a 
greater amount of care. Every bolt is turned, every 
head is planed, every nut is faced; the bolt, while 
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revolving in a lathe, is being turned, and parallelism 
through its entire length secured by the unerring 
operation of a tool fixed in a slide rest. The under 
part of the head is also turned, in order to ‘‘ bed ” or lie 
“ dead ” true, on the flange or surface of metal ; and 
the formation of the thread or screw on the shank is 
produced, as also the corresponding nuts tapped, by 
machines as already described, but very much more 
perfect in their 02>eration, on account of their superior 
construction. After the nuts are tapped, tliey are 
faced on their under surface by turning. Three or 
four according to their thickness, are next screwed 
together on a screwed mandril, their sides being 
operated upon while they are fixed under a horizontal 
2)laning machine, wliicli acts upon each square, as it is 
presented to it. The sides of the heads of the bolts 
are also planed, and the nuts are then screwed on to 
the chuck of a lathe, which bears a male screw 
(corresponding to that of the bolt which the nut is in- 
tended to fit). The lathe is set in motion, and a slide- 
rest tool removes the extra iron, and equalizes the 
thickness of the nut ; during the revolving of which the 
direction of the cutting tool is changed to a given angle, 
and the corners of the squares on the upper surfaces of 
the nut are bevelled ofl‘. During the turning and 
screwing operations, the tools, screwing dies, taps, 
and also the iron operated upon, are lubricated with 
soap and water, to cool the metal, and to facilitate 
the removal of the “ turnings ” and particles of metal, 
occasioned by the action of the dies and turning tools. 
Finally the squares or ‘‘ flats ” of the heads of the bolts 
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and those of the nuts, are equalized and reduced to 
uniformity of size, while tlic longitudinal marks left 
by the planing machine, are removed by subjecting 
tlie nut and bolt to the action of two cutting discs 
placed on a mandril. The inner surfaces of the disc, 
opposite to each other, are cut like a file, and the heads 
of the l)olt and nut are operated u2)on by j)lacing them 
between the discs, changing the jiosition of the nut 
and bolt, lialf the number of times that tliero are sides. 
Parallelism is accomjdished and uniformity of size is 
secured, in order to fit the wrenches with wliich the 
bolts and nuts are grijiped by the engineer, in fitting 
and screwing them up in connection with the engine 
or machine, of which tliey form an integral part. 

The nut and b(dt manufacturer produces materials 
for coaches and carriages, wood bedsteads, tyres of 
wheels, &c. Our telegrajiliic system is also furnished 
with insulating galvanized iron bolts for sustaining 
the wires, and wire fencing is also constructed by the 
aid of eye bolts. 

The whole of this important manufacture may be 
said to bo entirely due to George Stephenson, who, forty 
years ago, demonstrated tlie practicability of railways, 
and thus indirectly created subsidiary branches of in- 
dustry, such as that of nuts and bolts, &c. 

As in all branches of manufacture where quantities 
and speedy execution are elements, involving the 
necessity of machinery, the number of work people 
employed are few, compared with what they are in 
other national industries. In manufactories such as 
that of the Nut and Bolt Company, who make their 
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own maeliines, skillod mechanics are employed, and 
in every establishment a superior class of workmen 
attends to tlie tools in use, the machines, and their 
repair. 

Including the production of wood screws, tlie hands 
engaged number about 1800 males and 1500 females, 
in the aggregate about 8500. Tlie machine makers, 
superintendents, and tool repairers, realize good wages ; 
the females, in accordance with similar subordinate 
workers in other branches of industry. Tlie intelli- 
gence and social position of those cmjiloyed, is superior 
to that of operatives in the wrouglit-nail trade, except 
perhaps those who are engaged in the drudgery of 
the lowest processes. 
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BUTTONS. 

By the late W. C. Aitken (Birniingluim). 

The various materials employed in the fabrication of 
these indispensable little fastenings, the quantity of 
raw material consumed, the inventive skill brought to 
bear on their manipulation, the rapidity with which 
certain operations are performed (even where these 
are executed by hand labour, owing to one indi- 
vidual engaging in one process only), the number of 
operatives employed, and the aggregate amount of 
money annually spent on the trade, demonstrate how 
important are buttons among British manufacturing 
industries. 

Gilt metal buttons were made and worn in the early 
days of George III., though buttons of horn and bone 
were also in vogue. With the brief space at my com- 
mand I can only enumerate the kinds of buttons made, 
the material out of which, and the processes by which 
they are formed. 

Under the class of metal buttons are included — the 
plain flat gilt button once extensively used in the attire 
of civilians, together with naval and military buttons, 
made from an alloy called plating metal, which con- 
tained a larger proportion of copper and less zinc than 
ordinary brass. The devices were produced on their 
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outer surface by stamping the previously cut-out 
“ blanks ” or metal discs into steel dies, wliile tlie necks 
were soldered on. Their finish consisted in gilding 
them with gold by the amalgam process, the gold being 
united with mercury ii2>2)lied in a j)aste and subjected to 
the influence of heat in a gilding muffle, in which the 
mercury here dissipated in fumes, while the gold at- 
tracted by the metal remained and Avas made bright and 
brilliant by the ‘^button burnisher.” There were other 
varieties of buttons made of very common brass, and 
some of bell-metal, hard and white, tlie necks of which 
were cast in, the surface of the buttons being made 
bright by abrasion, and finally polished on bufts. 
Ball buttons (iiollow and spherical) wej*e “ raised ” iij) 
from flat discs of metal, by a succession of tools worked 
in a press, the necks having j>reviously been soldered 
to a ‘‘ collet ” of metal, which was set in and firmly 
secured to the spherical front by a pair of dies worked 
in a press. Occasionally ornamental j)erforatod ball 
buttons, miscalled ‘‘filagree,” were made, having their 
ornamentation stamped on and pierced, before the 
blanks were raised by the press into a spherical form, 
and gilt as before. 

Buttons made of steel were worn on court costumes ; 
they were bright and brilliant, the light gleaming 
from the many facets with which the button face was 
adorned, and for these immense prices were charged 
and paid. Matthew Boulton, who eventually largely 
aided James Watt, was in the early part of his career 
a manufacturer of steel buttons and buckles. 

Three and four-holed brass brace buttons, formerly 
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cast, arc now produced from rolled sheet brass, the 
“ blanks ” being cut out either at the hand-press 
with a punch and bolster, or by a press worked by 
steam power, by which latter arrangement the work 
proceeds with an immensely increased rapidity. The 
operation of stamping causes the outer diameter of the 
blank to be increased in thickness, the name of the 
maker to be impressed thereon, and a depression made 
in the centre, so that the thread which attaches the 
button to tlie article of clothing may not project above 
the surface. The holes are sometimes pierced out 
by means of a hand press. Buttons in iron are pro- 
duced from sheet iron in a similar manner to those of 
brass; and are also made of pewter, zinc, and tin. 
The introduction for personal wear of other material 
than broad cloth of uniform colour, such as tweeds 
for frock coats, called forth a class of buttons made in 
brass, with objects figured thereon, such as the heads of 
animals, in basso or alto-relievo. These were produced 
from carefully sunk steel dies by means of stamping ; 
the backs with the necks being attached to the “ shell ” 
fronts, by being “ set in with an ingeniously made 
pair of press tools. The finish of these buttons was 
accomplished by means of chemical bronzes, i. e. oxides 
of metals dissolved in various diluted acids, by which 
process the metal was made to assume every hue, 
from the appearance of oxidized silver, through all the 
shades of colour of which metal is susceptible, so as to 
harmonize with the cloth, to which the button was 
to be attached. Eecently, makers of metal buttons 
have introduced, in connection with the manufacture, 
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the production of solitaires and sleeve-links, the 
shells of the best examples being produced, not from 
dies, but from carefully chased metal patterns. From 
these, moulds arc made in guttapercha, covered on the 
impression side with bronze powder, and the extiTiial 
ornamentation of the solitaire or link is obtainc^d by 
means of the electro deposition vat. These little fasten- 
ings are also finished by the application of acid bronzes, 
or the dej)osition of thin skins of various coloured metals 
by the electro-metallurgical process ; and finally, their 
surfaces arc protected by the a])plication of lac spirit 
varnish. 

There are also varieties of buttons made from the 
raw materials furnished by the animal, vegetable, and 
mineral worlds. 

Ut)wai‘ds of a hundred years ago, the hoofs of 
animals supplied the material from wliich horn 
buttons were made. The property possessed by that 
substance, of becoming plastic on being heated, and 
yielding a copy in relief in a die into which it was 
pressed, determined its application for the production 
of buttons. The hoofs were boiled till they became 
soft, and cut into longitudinal strips by slicing with a 
long-bladed knife working lever-fashion in a staple, 
fixed on the workbench ; and these strips were again 
cut across to produce squares, which were convei'ted 
into octagonals by nipping off their comers. The 
blanks were dyed (if black, logwood and copperas 
were used), and the octagonal pieces of horn were 
placed in heated dies in which the design was cut, the 
die-holder having a hinged iron cover which was closed 
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down on the plastic horn. The holder and its con- 
tents were next placed in a vice and subjected to its 
pressure, and then withdrawn. If tlie buttons had 
shanks of metal, these were attached by pressure, 
being laid in the die-liolder in depressions to receive 
them. If the button was sewn on by three or four 
holes, these holes were made by four revolving 
drills. 

Motlier-o’-pcarl buttons are made out of pearl shell, 
exported from the coasts of Macassar, Manilla, Bombay, 
the archipelago of the Pacific, the Bay of Panama, &c. 
The “ blanks ” are cut out of the shell by a steel 
tubular cutter, the face edge of which is toothed like a 
saw, and as it cuts through, small cylinders of pearl are 
disconnected, which are reduced in thickness by split- 
ting into discs nearly the thickness of the button 
when finished. These blanks are completed on both 
sides by a steel tool, which produces the rim and de- 
pression in the centre of the button, &c. The two or 
four holes are drilled, as described in the perforation 
of horn buttons. The pearl button receives polish and 
brilliancy by friction with a mixture of rottenstone and 
soft soap while revolving. The best pearl buttons are 
those made from Macassar shells, and the best 
“ black ” from shells imported from the archipelago of 
the Pacific. 

Ivory buttons are made from the tusks of elephants, 
and the material being expensive, the manipulation is 
conducted with greater care and chiefly by hand turn- 
ing. A substitute for animal ivory was found in the 
kernel of the “ Corozo ” nut, which grows in clusters 
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on palm-like trees in South America, and is husked 
like a cocoa-nut, but is smaller in size. The kernel, the 
part used in button-making, is milk white, softer than 
animal ivory, is easily turned, and readily absorbs the 
dyes, so as to suit the various coloured cloths. 

Real stone buttons are cut from precious stones with 
a lapidary’s “ slicer,” and then cut, “ fawcetted,” and 
polished, the blanks are perforated, where necessary, 
with copper drills revolving rapidly in a lathe, and 
the drills are touched from time to time with emery 
and oil. 

Fancy glass buttons are made from “ canes ” of 
coloured glass, licated at the end, and pinched with 
plyer-like die tools, so that the impress on the die is 
transferred to them. The sliank is introduced as in 
the manufacture of a horn button, or else a hole is 
pinched through the button, a long-shanked neck with 
a metal collar being passed through and riveted on the 
front side through an ornamental metal rosette. Other 
varieties arc cut out of coloured sheet glass, the back 
of which has been “ quickened,” or coated on one side 
with rolled tin amalgamated with quicksilver, to render 
it I’eflective. The nock of the button is soldered to a 
small disc of metal, which is afterwards tinned on 
the opposite surface to that to which the shank is 
fastened, so that when the latter is heated, the solder 
fuses, melts the “ quick,” and the adhesion of the neck 
to the button is complete. These glass buttons are 
finished by grinding the edge and surface, if cut or 
fawcetted. Where “flashed” glass (i. e. glass of one 
colour coated over another) is used, the ornament is cut 
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through the hashed colour with revolving copper tools 
like a cameo, and thus comes into contrast with the 
lower colour. 

Wood buttons arc made of various kinds, the com- 
monest varieties from beech or box, stained black, brown, 
&c., after which they are turned, polished, and var- 
nished. More expensive woods are used for better class 
buttons, ns ebony, rose, and walnut. Buttons are also 
made from pulp papier-mache by simply cutting out 
and receiving their final finish by varnishing, stoving, 
grinding with pumice-stone, and polishing by hand 
or with powdered rotten-stone. Buttons have also 
been produced from waste pearl shell, by grinding it 
down and mixing it with gum, thus producing a paste 
which, when heated, was pressed into dies. Leather 
has also been made into buttons by compression, the 
shank being previously introduced. China, too, has 
long been used as a material for buttons. Upwards of 
one hundred and sixty years ago, the French porcelain 
button makers formed a community, who, no doubt, 
made their buttons from wet clay. But a process by 
which the dry powder of porcelain clay was compressed 
into a solid button, glazed and fired, was invented by 
the late Mr. Eichard Prosser, and practically carried 
out in England by tlie late Mr. Herbert Minton. 

Covered buttons are made in such immense variety 
of textiles that it is impossible to enumerate them, 
but it is sufficient to state that their ingenious con- 
struction, their good wearing qualities, the clever 
mechanism of the tools by which the various discs of 
cloth, metal, millboard, &c., are cut out, and finally 
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tbe methods of uniting these together into a complete 
button, are marvels of skill and industry. 

The earliest covered button was made in 1802 , by 
Mr. B. Sanders, of Birmingham. This one had a 
metal shank, but the ingenuity of the son comidcted 
the invention of the fatlicr, and by substituting for 
the rigid metal shank a tuft of canvas, through whicb 
the button could be sewn on to the coat, created the; 
flexible shanked button. The only imi)rovemont made 
thereafter, consisted in covering the back of the silk- 
fronted button also with silk. A large increase in the 
demand for covered buttons speedily compensated foi* 
the decline of the gilt button, rewarded the inventors, 
and revived the flagging energies of manufacturers 
engaged in the button trade. 

A covered button consists of two discs of metal, and 
one of millboard, thicker or thinner according to cir- 
cumstances, a disc of silk, very much larger than either 
those of the metal or millboard, to cover the front of 
the button, and one of strong canvas to form the 
tuft or flexible shank, which protrudes through the 
perforated metal “ collet ” forming part of the hade 
of the button. The metal discs have been made pre- 
vious to placing the several component parts in the 
finishing die, that is to say, they have been cut out 
from very thin sheets of iron or “ latten.” If the 
button is intended to be convex in front, the flat disc 
of metal has been stamped convex, the name of the 
maker or trade mark being impressed by punches on 
the perforated disc which forms the back of it. Then 
a bolster or “ lower die ” is fastened to the bed of the 

G 2 
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press, while to the screw is attached a punch, which 
very nearly fits into a cylindrical cavity in the 
holster (allowance being made for the united thick- 
ness of silk and metal). The silk is laid on the 
surface of the die in a sunk shallow space, with a 
paper one over it, to prevent injury, and lastly the 
thin iron disc is laid on in tlie centre of the paper. 
The j)unch, on turning the lever of the press, carries 
the discs down into the die, and converts them 
into a very flat shallow cylinder of metal, with a 
bottom externally covered with silk. The punch 
is now withdrawn by moving the lever handle of the 
press, and a cylindrical tubular steel tool is substi- 
tuted, the hole down its centre permitting the remain- 
ing portions, which make up the covered button, to 
pass down ; the tool is then forced down into the die, 
at the bottom of wdiich the silk-covered iron shell 
rests, in its passage com2)elling the edges of the silk 
to “ cove over ” those of the iron shell. Lastly, the 
millboard disc, which determines the thickness, &c., 
of the button, the canvas disc, which eventually forms 
the flexible shank, and the perforated iron disc, 
stamjjcd with the maker’s name, are droi)ped down 
the hole in the tool, and a solid juinch is passed after 
them, so that the edges of the silk disc are forced 
into the iron shell which retains them. All that 
remains is to force uji the all but finished button, by 
the introduction of a wire, and to give the final pres- 
sure which permanently unites all the button together. 

With a few slight modifications, the process of the 
manufacture described above embraces the variety 
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of button called tlic “ Florentine,” also covered with 
silk, on which ornamental devices were woven, one of 
which, generally a flower, was introduced in the centre 
of each. This button was also i)atentcd by a Birming- 
ham manufacturer, Mr. William Elliot, iiiid so extensive 
was its sale, that sixty looms, constantly at work, wore 
inadequate to supply the demand for the ornamental 
figured silk required in its jn-oduction. 

In a Birmingham button manufactory, employing 
four hundred hands, the consumption of raw materials 
was as follows ; 


Strong canvas 2t),r)87| 

Flonaifinc lasting 47,8(a') 

Woollen cloth 1(>2 

Vesting textiles :-l‘KS 

Velv(3ts and satins hhi) 

Black and coloured silks and velvets . . 1,017 

Black and coloured satins 1,182 

Silk for “ bucks ” of buttons 2>, 570 

White linen drill 1,171| 

Total 82,1)01 


which in length would extend to 50^ miles, and cover 
3 feet in width. 

For front and back discs, which form the interior of 
covered buttons, 7 tons, or 15,680 lb. of best charcoal 
“ latten ” iron were used. To illustrate the economy 
of skilfully constructed cutting-out machines, I may 
state that 63,000 grosses of brace buttons (9,360,000) 
were cut and made from 2 tons of iron ; 23,000 grosses 
or 3,120,000 buttons were made from rolled brass, 
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mixtures of copper, and plated metal. In the pro- 
duction of light steel toys, i.e. buttons, clasps, and 
fastenings for ladies’ dresses, the sheet steel converted 
into the above-named ornaments, exceeded in weight 
5 tons. 

In the twenty-three years which have elapsed since 
the above estimate was procured, the establishment has 
been largely added to, and 500 additional hands taken 
on ; the consumption of material has been more than 
doubled, and in the production of buttons from the 
vegetable ivoi'y, many tons of corozo are annually 
consumed. 

Some years ago, between 1865 and 1870, the con- 
sumption of mother-o’-pearl shell amounted to nearly 
1000 tons annually. The failure of the fisheries on 
the coast of Central America has now, however, reduced 
the consumption to a little more than one-third, or 
300 tons annually. The pearl button trade would 
have been extinguished, but for the discovery of the 
valuable shell on the east and west coast of North 
Australia. We may estimate the value of 


£ 

300 tons of motlier-o’-pearl shell at .. 55,000 

800 tons of corozo nuts (vegetable ivory) 11 , 000 
500 tons of various qualities of brass . . 65,000 
1000 tons of bitten and other iron .. .. 50,000 
Tinned plate 60,000 


representing an enormous sum in the manufacture of 
BO insignificant looking an object as a button. 
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PINS. 

By the late W. C. Aitken (Birminglumi). 

The use of pins as a simple means of fastening articles 
of dress, is no doubt coeval witli the use of clotbiiig, 
tlie thorn, or naturally formed sjnke, preceding all 
artificial pins, whether formed out of hard wood as box, 
or of bone, or ivory. More civilized nations, when a 
knowledge of metallurgy was arrived at, made them of 
metal, in all probability of bronze ; for associated with 
needles of the same alloy, pins have been found in the 
sepulchres of Egypt. These, however, are longer than 
those now in use, and differ in being entirely taper 
from head to point. The heads of some were formed 
of gold, chased, and graved ; others were simply bound 
with gold, the type of the pin made in this country 
and elsewhere, before the introduction of the now 
universally used solid-headed pin. It is said that 
domestic pins were first introduced into this country 
from France, in 1543, by the Queen of Henry VIII., 
previous to which time the fastenings in use consisted 
of ribbons, loop holes, clasps, crudely formed hooks 
and eyes, and skewers of wood, bone, brass, silver, or 
gold. The imported pin, or some of those imported, 
were of an inferior make; and the heads becoming 
loose, led to an Act being passed, prohibiting the sale of 
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pins, unless they had “ double headed ” heads soldered 
fast to the shanks, shanks well smoothed and well 
shapen, points, round, filed, canted, and sharpened. 
Prior, however, to the imj) )rtation alluded to, pins were 
enumerated as among prohibited imports. The first 
supply was received from France, and as the Act of 
1643 distinctly refers to the heads being “double” 
and made last, the imported article was doubtless made 
from “drawn” wire. Fournier, a Frenchman, who 
went to Nuremburg, taught the wire drawers of that 
city how to improve their original machines, and draw 
their wire finer, suggesting the idea that the art had 
been so improved in France as to render the wire fit 
for the production of pins, not only for shanks, but for 
heads ; the wire out of which these were made being 
very much finer. Then, as now, the best pins were 
made in France of brass wire, but large quantities were 
made from iron, which were blanched and sold for 
brass ; and the sale of the latter spurious article was 
in a short time confined to the Continent. It is curious 
however to remark, that in this country the great bulk 
of pins used during the period of mourning are made 
of iron wire and japanned black. How long pins con- 
tinued to be imported after 1543, is doubtful, though 
in all probability it was, until the ait of wire drawing 
(introduced into England in 1665) was so far advanced, 
as to produce wire suitable for pin making. The first 
manufactory in this country was began in 1626, by 
John Tilsby, in Gloucestershire, so successfully that it 
goon employed 1600 workpeople. The county , was 
long celebrated for its pins, and the manufactories at 
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Stroud achieved a great reputation. In 1636, the pin 
makers of London were formed into a corporation, and 
the trade soon found its way to Bristol and Birmingham, 
where, in connection with a previously established 
wire work, it became localized. The introduction of a 
machine founded on the “ Wright ” principle by D. F, 
Taylor and Co. in 1824, entirely revolutionized tho 
local pin manufacture, and converted Birmingham into 
the chief seat of that industry. Pin making is in- 
teresting, as it afforded the author of tlie ‘ Wealth of 
Nations ’ an example of tho advantages of division of 
labour and economy of cost, arising from the employ- 
ment of some 16 individuals in the 18 processes of pin 
making at that day. This labour is now reduced to 
the one workman who attends to the machine, tho 
“ colourer ” of the pins, and the ‘‘ paperer,” three in all, 
while the work is better done, and the numbers of 
pins produced immensely increased. The processes 
employed in making the old wire-headed and the 
solid-headed pin, now in universal use, arc as follows : 

The material is brass wire of a lower quality than 
“ best,” but superior to the lowest quality of brass wire, 
it being more rigid than the best, and its surface better 
finished. The jjin manufacturer is generally his own 
wire drawer, and if he docs purchase the wire, he draws 
it down to the sizes that he requires, on his own 
premises, by the ordinary processes cmi)loyed in wire 
drawing, in this particular difiering from tho needle 
maker, who purchases his steel wire ready drawn to the 
gauges from which he works his needles. 

The firmly fixed solid-headed pin, equivalent to 
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tlio soldcred-hcadcd of tlie Henry VIII. period, was 
attom 2 )ted to be revived as a manufacture by Timothy 
Harris, in 1797, by casting on tlic heads, i.e. by laying 
the shanks into a two-j>art mould, in wliich prints re- 
presenting tljc heads were cut. The mould was closed 
and an alloy of lead and antimony (type metal) poured 
in, while the pins, on being released, had the ‘‘ gets ” 
cut off, were cleansed by immersion in a “ pickle ” 
composed of sulphuric acid and water, dipped into 
a solution of sulphate of copper, “ coloured ” and 
finished as all brass pins now arc. The production of 
a head made of twisted wire and how to fix it securely 
next attracted the attention of William Bundy, who 
thickened the wire by pressure into a collar, on which 
the head rested, to imevent its slipping down. The 
heads were jdaced on the shank in a die, while another 
die, worked in a fly press, descended, and compressed 
the top of the wires, securing the attachment of the 
wire head to the shank. In the production of the 
collar or thickening of the wire, it is not difficult to 
detect the embryo of the future solid-headed pin, 
now in universal use. In 1812 Bradbury and Weaver 
conceived the idea of ‘‘ heading ” by means of an auto- 
matic acting machine. The shanks being pointed and 
the wire heads prepared, they were put in separate 
hoppers, while a mechanical feeder placed a shank and 
head in relation to each other; and in this position the 
pins were pressed by screws against dies completing 
the external form of the heads, and uniting the head 
to the shank. The pins were then withdrawn by 
peculiarly formed books, operated upon by parallels 
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worked by tbo machine. In 1817 Seth Hunt invented 
a machine for producing pins with “liead, shaft, and 
point of one entire piece,” thus realizing “ a solid-headed 
pin.” The wire was fed into the rnacliino, cut into 
suitable lengths, and held by a die till the head was 
formed. The die was then rotated, and a pointing 
wheel was raised and brought into contact with the 
unpointed pin, against wliich it was kept in contact by 
a presser, till the j)oint was completed and it dropped 
out. In 1824, W. L. Wright invented the solid- 
headed pin-making machine, which for many years 
was exhibited in London to crowds of visitors, and 
which, improved upon by D. F. Taylor and Co. and 
H. Shuttleworth, formed the basis of the improved, 
simplified, and compact machine now in use. Many 
prejudices existed against the introduction of the solid- 
headed pin ; among others, that it bent more easily 
than the then ordinary wire-headed, owing to the wire 
being softened to facilitate the formation of the solid 
head, though, on the other hand, the loss of j)ins occa- 
sioned by wire heads coming off was forgotten. To 
this prejudice may be attributed in 1833 the machine 
invented by Brown, for the manufacture of wire-headed 
pins, in which the thick wire to form the shank, and the 
thinner wire which formed the head, were operated on 
by a machine simultaneously, viz. the small wire being 
coiled twice or thrice round the thicker wire of the 
shank, and compressed therein by the action of a pair 
of dies, cut to pin length, and conveyed to the pointing 
wheel of steel. Two grooves traversed its diameter, 
the one roughly tapering the shank, the other, of finer 
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cut, comi3lcting and smoothing the point. It is un- 
necessary to pursue further the various improvements 
introduced afterwards, as they simply embrace methods 
which have hecomc obsolete or profitless, and have, 
therefore, been abandoned. There arc still a few wire- 
headed pins made, and as their manufacture has been 
selected by Adam Smith and Babbage to illustrate the 
advantages to the workman of division of labour and 
to the public in reducing price, the old method of 
making pins by hand will now be contrasted with the 
new or solid-headed pin made by machines, sui)erin- 
tended by a minimum of individuals. 

The old process of pin-making was conducted as 
follows : A bundle of brass wire was unwound, and 
the curve of its coils removed, by drawing it through 
seven round spikes driven into a horizontal] y placed 
bench, the wires being straightened in its passage 
through the spikes, cut into lengths of about 20 feet 
each laid parallel to each other, and finally cut with 
shears moved by hand or power into lengths (deter- 
mined by gauges) sufficient to form six pins. These 
lengths were pointed at each end by a “ grinder or 
“ pointer,” applying the ends of the wires to the 
surface of a grindstone (in the earliest stage of manu- 
facture), and, later on, to a steel disc or “mill,” the 
circumference of which was “ file ” cut. During the 
operation, the grinder gave a rotatory motion to the 
wires, the point being finished on a more closely 
gritted grindstone, or on a finer cut steel disc, while 
the pointed wires were then cut off a pin’s length from 
each end, and the operation of grinding and cutting 
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repeated until six pin-slianks were produced from the 
one piece. Tlie licad of the pin, made of finer wire, 
was produced by winding it round a “ spit ”36 or 40 
inches in length, its external diameter corresponding to 
that of the shank to bo headed. The mould was placed 
in a simple lathe, motion being given by hand ; the 
wire was connected with the mould and guided and 
wound round it, so as to leave on the withdrawing 
of the spit an clastic spiral of wire, which was cut 
up into many separate parts, each equal to two revolu- 
tions of the spit, and each forming the head of one 
pin. The spirals were cut into lieads, with slicars, 
and the accuracy witli which thcsci were cut by the 
“ head ” S 2 )iiiner has been selected as an cxamjdo of 
precision, arrived at by practice. The number of 
heads in one pound weight of wire in ordinary sized 
pins must have been very considerable. For the coarser 
varieties, the header was paid 2|d. per lb., while smaller 
and finer pin heads were paid for at a higher rate. A 
head maker, according to ability, could produce from 
6 lb. to 30 lb. per day, and out of his earnings ho paid 
a boy assistant 2.^. or 2,s\ Gd. per week. The heads, 
after being cut, were annealed or softened in order to 
make them cling more readily to the shank, and were 
next passed on to the “header,” who secured them 
by a small stamp, the hammer of which was elevated 
by a cord connected with it, operated on by a treadle 
moved by the foot of the workman. The lower half of 
a pair of dies into which the pin dropped was then fixed 
to the bed ” of the stamp, the upper half having 
sunk in it a print to form the head, attached to 
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the hammer. The header had a hoy assistaut to 
arrange the iKijuls for tlie slianks, wliicli he did by 
picking uj) a few of the lathir uiid tlirustiiig them 
among the Jii^ads, so that on withdrawing of tln^ sliaiiks, 
a very great pro])ortit»n were fi>und proi)erly fitted. 
The stalks with th(;ir heads bt‘ing then ])assed to the 
header, and droj>jM‘d by him int<» tli(‘ lower dh^, his foot 
])rc8sing the* treadle, so as to tdevatt^ the hanimor. 
When th(‘ latter was released, by removing the pres- 
sure of th(' foot, it fell, when tlwi blow expanded the 
head <d' the shank, coiiiprt^ssod the wire head, and eoin- 
})elled it to cling to the shank of the pin, the form of 
the dies ]»reveutiug the expansion of the head in a 
lateral diiH^etion. To obviate the dilHculty of picking 
the j)iu out of the lower di(‘., a spring was introduced, 
which after the blow was struck, tdevate»l the pin and 
provided for its expeditious removal (an arrangement 
not unnecessary, when it is considered that an expiTt 
workman eould only head j)ins j»er day, for 

which he recidved Is. CuJ , : less e xpert workmen eould 
only head fnnn 10,(K)0 to ir».U00, and an assistant was 
paid out of the sum received. 

A curious and interesting caleulation (liy Dabhago) 
shows, that tlu^ labour of four nu n, four wemieii, and 
two children for nearly seven Lours and thri'e-quarters 
was required to produce 1 Ih. ol 11 jdns, the 
number of individual pius the cost of the labour 

amounting to a fraction under Is, Id. Add to this the 
present i>rice i»f brass wire at lid. per lb., and the 
manufacture, expenses, and i)rotit, and it will be seen 
that the consumplioii, demand for, and price of the 
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pins now produced in tlio present day coul<l only have 
been met by the introduction of automatic pin-makinp 
machines. 

The manufacture of pins with solid Ijeads jiroduced 
by machines as invented by Wrij^lit (which forms the 
connecting link in the chain of ])in-niaking), will next 
be contrasted with tlu^ ojKTation of tlK‘ improved 
machines now in use. In Wright’s machines tlie win; 
was drawn from a r(^cl with j)inc(irs, straighbmed in 
its passage by l)eing dniwii through studs, ns in treating 
the wire for handmade ])inH. T)i(i rotation of tlie 
shaft gave motion to cams, slides, and levels, working 
the different parts of the maehiiu*, whili* a pair of 
nippers cut off the length <»f wire to bu'iu a pin, the 
length regulated hy s(;r<jws ojKirating in tin* gauge. A 
carrier toi>k the pin length of wirtf, and Ijidd it against 
a roughly cut steel wheel wliieli jnirtially ]Ndnted it; 
a second carrier conveyed it t<» a wIkm 1 of liiuT eut, 
where the pointing was coinjdeted ; and a third euiTif<l 
it to the heading bar. When tin; iiead was partially 
formed by a puiicli propelled against the heail ” end 
of the pointed wire thus, a fourtJi carrit r eonveyed the 
pin to a second Leading dit*, wherein the In ud was com- 
pleted, and lastly the jdn was seized by a forked levt^r 
and drawn out of the machine, falling into a tray lK;hnv. 

The improved machine now in use by D. F. Taylor 
and Co. is reduced in bulk and size in all its dimensions, 
being now only 21 inches wide by oO inches long and 
18 inches high. The wire is fed from a reel, straight- 
ened in its progress to the Ininiing die ; the heading is 
now the first instead of the Loft oj>eratiou, in which it is 



96 BRITISH MANUFACTURrNG INDUSTRIES. 


grasped and converted into a head by one punch only, 
not two, as in Wright’s machine. It is then cut off to 
pin length, which, descending by its own gravity, slides 
down a grooved incline and drops into a tray, the 
bottom of which has a slit in it to permit the shank 
to drop througli. Here it is suspended by the head, 
shank down, in front of a revolving roller of steel, 
inch diameter, cut o\er its entire circumference 
and lengtli with files like tooth, diminishing in 
coarseness of cut from the left to the right hand; 
tliis roller operating on the susj)ended shanks in their 
progress down the slit (rotating as they move), have 
the points formed, smoothed, and finally polished; 
here they are forced out by other pins which are 
taking their places. The finished pins drop out into 
a trough immediately in front of, and under, the 
pointing roller. 

All pins of brass, whether made by hand or manu- 
factured by a machine, arc coloured and brightened 
before tlicy are offered for sale ; and for this purpose, 
the pins, after they leave the maker or machine, are 
boiled first in weak beer to remove any grease, and to 
clean their surfaces. After arranging them in layers 
in a copper pan, alternating with layers of pure 
grain-tin, water is poured in, and the copper and its 
contents heated, while on the surface of the water 
cream of tartar, or argol (the deposit found in emptied 
wine casks) is sprinkled. By the action of the acid on 
the grain-tin, a solution of tin is produced, which is 
deposited on the surface of the pins, and they are then 
“coloured” (i.e. made to assume their white silvery 
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appearance). If not whitened sufficiently, the operation 
is repeated. After their removal from the “copper,” 
the pins are rinsed out between the “ boilings ” with 
clean water. Their brightness or finish is the result 
of shaking them with bran or sawdust, in a leather 
bag or “ shaking ” barrel, after which the contents of 
the bag or barrel are emptied, the bran or sawdust 
winnowed out, and the pins collected. 

Mourning pins being formed of iron wire, if “ blued,” 
arc subjected, after being cleansed, to the operation of 
heat on an iron plate, or in a muffie, until the blue 
tinge is obtained. The bright, or dead black colour is 
produced by immersing the iron pins in black varnish, 
withdrawing them after being coated, and drying the 
varnish in a stove. Lastly follows the operation of 
“papering” the finished pins, which are sold in pound 
weights, or in less (|uantitios. The making up of the 
parcels is very easy, for tliey are sinix)ly weighed ; 
but when sold in sheets, the making up and sticking 
in the pins into rows formerly involved not only timc> 
but skill and quickness. Its cost was rejmesented by 
nearly in the papering (of No. 11 for example), 
for there was the folding of 12 sheets of paper, each 
sheet requiring 24 double folds, followed by the 
operation of sticking therein 144 rows of j)in8, 39 
in each row, or 5516 pins. All this was formerly 
done by hand, but has now been got rid of altogether, 
and a beautifully self-acting papering machine has 
taken its place. The pins to be stuck are fed into a 
hopper, in connection with which, a steel plate is used 
with longitudinal slips cut through it, corresponding 

H 
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to the number of pins which form a row. The pins in 
the hopper are now agitated by a comb-like tool, 
by the paperer’s assistant; the shanks drop through 
the slits in the steel plate and are suspended by their 
heads, the stalks protruding on the under side; and 
near the machine are laid the long narrow sheets of 
pai)er with tlie address of the manufacturer (or retail 
dealer by whom thc^y are to bo sold) printed thereon. 
One of these 6lii)S is presented by the paperer to the 
action of the machine, by which two raised folds are 
crimped, while the row of pins collected in the slit 
steel jdate is next subjected to the same action and 
pressed through the two crimped folds, and these ope- 
rations are repeated until the twelve rows of pins in 
each sheet are stuck. 

The simple and familiar word “ pin,’^ but imperfectly 
conveys an idea of the varieties or the numbers made 
of this invaluable inode of fastening. They vary in 
length and thickness from the 3i-inch “ blanket or 
“ corker pin, down to 2 inches in length, and “ toilet ” 
or “ domestic ” pins of finer wire, from inch down 
to only f inch. “Sets” are distinguished by twelve 
numbers or letters. There are, besides, the long and 
slender pins of hair-like wire, with which the entomo- 
logist fixes his insects on the cork bottom of his 
show cases ; the staple-like double pin, “ blued ” or 
“blacked,” plain or corrugated (also made by machines), 
used by ladies of the present day, to retain their 
natural or artificial hair in position ; the safety pins 
used for dresses, the attachment of shawls, &c., or in 
the nursery, protecting the wearer from injury by being 
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formed out of one piece of wire, bent so that the point, 
after passing through the folds of the dress, rests in a 
loop, which forms a sheath and thus prevents scratching. 
Of ordinary pins designated as Qiieeids owii, imperial, 
lace, diamond, London, or London heavy, mixed or 
mourning, some are sold at Is, id. per lb. imperial 
mixed, up to 2s. 2d. for small mixed, while the hnepins 
used by insect collectors fetch fi’om IGs. to 112s. per lb. ; 
if gilt, at 128s., i. e. 7s. or 8s. jmr oz. 1 By whatever 
name called, they arc only pins, valueless individually 
(“not worth a pin”), though in aggregate production 
they are important features in our national industries. 

A calculation made forty years ago, stated that for 
home use and export j)urposes 20,000,000 of pins were 
required daily in England. The real quantity now 
produced daily is 50,000,000, of which Birmingham 
produces 37,000,000, leaving 13,000,000 as the pro- 
duction of London, Warrington, Stroud, and Dublin, 
where pins are also made. The weight of wire con- 
sumed annually in the j)in manufacture of England is 
about 1275^- tons or 2,857,120 lb. (one-eighth of this 
is iron wire used in the manufacture of mourning and 
hair pins). The brass wire consumed amounts to 
2,500,000 lb., which, at lid. per pound in money value, 
reaches the sum of 114,583Z. The iron wire consumed 
is 344,800 lb., its value 7183Z. G«. Gd. ; and to be added 
to these amounts are the wages, paper, ornamental 
envelopes, boxes, wear and tear of machinery, manu- 
facturer’s i)rofits, &c. Mourning, hair, entomologicab 
and “ papered ” (i. e. stuck-in-row'pins), realize a larger 
profit than pins sold by weight. Taking it alto- 

H 2 
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gether, tlio pin manufacture of tlie United Kingdom 
is not OYer estimated at tlic aggregate amount of 
220 , 000 /. 

Pins are made in small quantities in France, Ger- 
many, and Austria, wliile in America tlie excellence of 
English pins was recognized as early as 1775; the 
Congress of America in that year offered a premium of 
50/. for the first twenty-five dozen of domestic pins, 
equal to those imported from England. A limited 
success seems to have followed the premium until 
1831, when Howe patented a machine for the manu- 
facture of wire or spun-headed pins ; and Slocum, who 
obtained in England in 1835 a patent for making a 
machine for the solid headed variety .(eighteen years 
after Hunt, eleven years after Wright), worked his 
patent in America. Eventually the two companies 
working the Howe and Slocum patents were united, 
and they now form the Ajnerican Pin Company. The 
weight of pins produced annually in America, allowing 
fifty working weeks in the year is stated to be from 
350 to 500 tons per annum, or 1,120,000 lb., accord- 
ing to the most liberal estimate; and tho value at 
112,000/., which, in comparison, is much in favour of 
the pin making of England, and demonstrates its im- 
portance as a national manufacture. 
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NEEDLES. 

Bv THE LATE W. C. AiTKi'.N (Birmingham). 

The earliest remains of nations, wlictlicr uncivilized or 
civilized, boar evidence of tlie use of needles from 
different materials. In Egypt specimens of bronze 
three and a half inches in length are found ; there were, 
no doubt, smaller examples, but these, in all pro- 
bability, from oxidation, have perished in course of 
time. Bronze being easily ^vorked, and the eye of the 
needle being readily drilled, probably suggested the use 
of the alloy for the purpose. Bone and ivory formed, 
and still form, the needles in use by the aborigines of 
other countries. In 1370 needles of steel wore made 
at Nuremberg, where the skill of the craftsman was far 
in advance of those of other countries ; and even at that 
period they had laid the foundation of their metallic 
industries, for they rolled iron and “latten,” and drew 
wire in iron, steel, and brass. The fine steel wire from 
which wool cards were made in England, was imported 
from Germany ; and long after the needle trade was 
introduced into England, the raw material of which 
they were made was sent from the former country* 
The early history of the manufacture of needles in 
England is unknown, and perhaps the idea that it 
would never become of much importance to a nation 
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accounts in part for the historical details being so 
meagre. At the present, however, the celebrity of 
English made needles, the number of hands employed, 
male and female, in tlie small towns and villages in 
Worcestershire and Warwickshire, more especially 
Eedditch, Studley, and Alcester, entitles the manu- 
facture to a place in a volume treating on ‘ British 
Manufacturing Industries.’ Spain had once a reputa- 
tion for its iron, and more particularly for its steel, 
and the Spanish alliance, in 1553 and 1558, in all 
probability had something to do with the coming of 
the Spanish Moor who lived, sold, and made (?) needles 
in Cheapside within the period named. The manu- 
facture thereafter was located at Whitechapel, and 
hence the term “ Whitecha])el shar])s ” was apjdied to 
needles of a questionable quality. It has been stated 
that in 1543, needles similar to, though ruder than, 
those now in use, were made and sold in England, 
though every circumstance favours the idea that those 
used at first were imported. The ]\loor died, having 
refused to communicate the knowledge which he was 
sui)posed to possess, so that the art died with him. 
There is very much more 2 >robability in tracing the 
origin of the manufacture to Elias Crouse, a German, 
who, in 1667, taught Englishmen to make what were 
known as ‘‘ Spanish ” needles. Humphries, the “ assay 
master ” from Saxony, brought over Christopher Shutz, 
accompanied by twenty-two Saxon workmen, who were 
skilled in mollifying iron and steel, and drawing the 
same into wire. The wire of the latter metal is 
essential to the needle trade, which does not appear 
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to have attained any importance till 1650, when an 
ancestor of the family of Milton (Mr. Darner) induced 
Christopher Greening, with throe of his children, who 
was engaged in making needles in London, to settle at 
Long Crendon, in Buckinghamshire, where a noodle 
manufactory on a small scale was begun, and indeed 
existed until very recently. 

Needle making thence penetrated to Alcestor, in 
Worcestershire, and from there to Studlcy and Ked- 
ditch, and in another dir(3ctioii to Ilathersage, in 
Derbyshire, though in none of these localities docs 
there appear any peculiar litness to have detiuinined 
the localization of the manufacture, except tliat Wor- 
cestershire contained emery, largely used in grinding 
the points and scouring the needles. That wliich was 
in the beginning a “ home trade,” j)ractised at Iionuj, or 
in small shops, by the needle-maker, has now almost 
ceased to be so, for the large manufacturers in the 
vicinity of Redditch are replete with every convenience 
and facility for conducting the manufacture. The 
most recent improvements are introduced for heating, 
ventilating, and getting rid of the baneful dust 
which rises from the wheel in the “ pointing ” ope- 
ration, while horse-pow'cr, and the still more un- 
certain water-power, has given place to the steam 
engine. 

There is this distinction between the manufacturer 
of pins and needles, that tlie former is generally his 
own wire-drawer, while the latter only exceptionally 
so, procming his steel wire, drawn to gauges for the 
various sizes of needles, from those makers in Bir- 
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mingliam or Slieffield. On its quality, in connection 
with the skill with which the process of hardening and 
tempering are performed, the excellence of the finished 
needle de 2 )ends. 

In warehousing the wire, attention is paid that the 
store room in whicli it is ke 2 )t is free from damp, or 
other influences likely to injure its quality. The 
bundles of wire weigh about 14 lb. each, the wire being 
in coils of 24 inches diameter ; a smaller diameter, by 
increasing the curvature, would render more difficult 
th(! other 2 >rocess of straightening the lengths, to pro- 
duce two needles, while the largo diameter of the coil 
obviates the necessity for unwinding and rewinding, 
necessary under the old method of manufacture. 

The cutting up of the bundle into 2 >i<^ces of wire, 
each sufficient to form two needles, is accom 2 dished 
either by 2 )ower, or by a workman with shears. If the 
latter, the shears arc fixed in an upriglit position, the 
jaws being 8 inches in length, and the cutting jaws being 
removable for shaiqiening. Motion is given to the 
one jaw by the handle being left free, and to the first a 
gauge is attached to set the wire to the length required. 
The workman takes hold of the bundle of wire, applies 
it to the opened mouth of the shears, the free handle 
of which he 2 )resses with his tliigh and cuts the bundle 
through, thrusting one cut end through the shears, and 
pressing it against the gauge to determine length, 
finally cutting the whole of the bundle up into lengths 
equal to two needles. Each bundle for the production 
of No. 6 needles is in length 1| mile, and from it 
40,000 to 50,000 needles can be produced, though 
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The “Rubbing” Process. 




TI 

A. Iron plate heated under by fire B. C. A number of lengths ol‘ 
wire to form two needles placed in the interior of two iron hoops 
DD; these drop through longitudinal slits in rubber E, which 
is then worked backwards and forwards with motion as represented 
by hand as shown at F. G. Wire as cut from bundle or coil. H. 
Wire after undergoing the process of rubbing. 
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their number is determined by the success with which 
the after processes are conducted. 

The operation of straightening or nibbing the cut-off 
lengths, all of which are curved (having been cut from 
coiled wire) by means of hammer or mallet, would 
involve a very considerable expenditure of time, nor 
could it be so successfully accomplished by simpler 
means than tliat adopted by the needle straightencr. 
By this process each separate wire acts on another, and 
perfect straightness and parallelism are the result. The 
workman half fills two strong iron rings with the cut 
wires placed inside, and using a slightly curved piece of 
iron with two long slits cut through it, and a handle at 
each end, he lays the rings horizontally on a flat cast- 
iron plate, heated by a fire under it, the rings dropping 
into the slits in the convex curved iron bar. He presses 
on its handles, and, moving the rings with their con- 
tingency of wires in their interior, he presses on the 
latter at each end, where they protrude beyond the 
rings, and in the centre ; after the operation has been 
continued for some time, the curved wires are straight- 
ened, and lie parallel to each other ; every bit of 
curve has been got rid of, and every wire is “ as 
straight as a die.” (See cut on previous page.) 

The next process is “ pointing,” or producing the 
sharp tapering point which distinguishes a needle. 
This is obtained by “ dry grinding ” on revolving 
gritstones, varying in diameter from 12 inches when 
worn, up to 20 inches when new. The grinder is 
seated in front of the stone, and picks up a number of the 
wires to be pointed with his left hand, retaining them 
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with the points towards the stone. With tlic palm of 
his right hand ho presses upon them, and applying 
them to the stone, causes them to rotate, or turn round 
horizontally between the palms of his hands, and the 
result is, long tapering points. The heat produced by 
the friction of the steel wire on the gritstone renders 
it necessary from time to time to cool the wires in 
water ; and a brilliant stream of sparks follows the 
abrasion of the wire, together witlj particles of stone 
and steel very fatal to the needle-pointer, whose tenure 
of life is shortened from “ grindcjrs^ asthma.” The 
efforts made by humane and disinterested men to avert 
the effects of this “ dry grinding ” have been set at 
defiance, higli wages, suffering, and comparatively early 
death being preferred by needle-pointers, to moderate 
wages, health, and a life as long as that of those en- 
gaged in other manufactures. 

A prejudice existed against “ pointing ” by machinery 
at Eedditch, as recently as the year 1844, at which time 
a pointing machine, invented by Mr. J. Chambers, was 
destroyed by the “ pointers.” German operatives en- 
gaged in the needle trade have no such narrow-minded 
prejudices, but use these machines ; all their needles 
are so pointed, and it is one of the reasons which 
enables them to compete successfully with English 
needles in the markets all over the world. In Eedditch, 
a German machine for the purpose may be seen at 
work in the British Needle Mill. The pointless wires, 
sliding down an inclined plane, drop on to and are 
held by a vulcanized rubber band, to the periphery of 
a metal wheel revolving in a right angular direction to 
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a hollow grindstone, rotation being given to the wires 
by the hand of the grinder; the wires are held at the 
proper angle for pointing, and pass out with points 

nearly as perfect as the 
most prejudiced of hand- 
needle grinders could de- 
sire. 

After “pointing,” fol- 
lows the stamping and 
the perforation of the 
“needle’s eye.” In the 
best class of needles it 
is customary to remove 
the scale from so much 
of the surface, in the 
centre between the two 
“ points,” as is to bo ope- 
rated upon by the dies, 
(which produce the in- 
dents of two needle- 
heads), end to end. The 
removal of the scale at 
the part named is done 
with small narrow grind- 
stones by the “ grinder.” 
In the establishment alluded to, this is accomplished by 
a machine, also of German invention. This process 
in its arrangement is almost synonymous with that 
already described for “pointing,” viz. a revolving 
wheel ; the wires held on the periphery of the wheel 
by the vulcanized rubber band; the rotation of the 


Wheel and (grindstone oe 

N EEDLE-JH)J NTENU MACHINE, 
VENTED IN GERMANY, 



A. Revolvius; wlice] to whicli 
needle wires CCC(^ are held by 
the vulcanized rub})er band li, 
when they are carried round at 
the lower point of the wheel, they 
come ill contact with the grind- 
stone 1), and are pointed. The 
wheel. A, revolves at a right 
angle to the grindstone, 1). 
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wires on themselves, when they come in contact with 
the narrow grindstone, and the removal of the “ scale.” 

In the early stage of needle making, ere it reached 
the dignity of a manufacture, the eye end of the noodle 
was simply flattened or beaten out with a hammer, and 
the eyes were produced by means of a small “ punch ” 
struck with a hammer. It rctpiired two operations. 
The head being laid on a small anvil, the punch was 
struck, and raised a convexity on the opi)osite side of 
the flat head ; the position of the head was then reversed 

A 

Noodle wire coiitro between tlie two ]M»ints, ground previous 
i(t .stamping the grooving. 

and laid, not on a steel anvil, but on a block of lead, 
and the point of the punch set on the mark of the 
former blow, when with a tap with a hammer, the minute 
particle of steel was driven out, and the perforation of 
the eye accomplished. A Studley needle-maker, in 
1793, introduced another method of perforating the eye 
by drilling it, but the process was too expensive and 
therefore abandoned, and the old method of hand- 
punching already described continued to be practised. 
But a purchaser of needles from Birmingham visited 
Kedditch in 1800, and observing the imperfect way of 
producing the hollow groove and perforating the eye, 
suggested the use of the stamp ” to impress the print 
of the groove, and the “ press” with perforating punch 
to pierce the eye. These appliances are now uni- 
versally employed in the needle trade. 
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The stamp has two uprights, and between these 
slides a “ram.” To its under surface a die, cut in 
intaglio, with a representation of two needle heads, end 
to end, is attached, and another to the bottom or bed of 


SxAMr USED IN Needle Makinu. 



A. Ram or hammer. 

B. Rope by which it is raised 
to hold lower die. 

CCC. Snags and screw bolts, 
D. Lower die. 


E E. Poppets in which ram or 
hammer slides. 

F. Upper die. 

G. Screws by which poppets 
are held. 
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the stamp, held by screws. The wire is laid in the 
lower die, a rope pulled by the needle stamper elevates 
the ram, the rope is released, the ram falls, and the 
die which it carries leaves its im|)rcss on the ujiper 
side of the wire, while the blow given has caused the 
wire to receive on the opposite side the impression in 
the lower die, on which it was laid. The perforation 
of the eyes is effected by the press, which has a screw 
operated on by a bent lever handle. Into a screwed 
hole at the lower end of the screw a punch is fitted, 


B 



A. Wire before .stalllj)iuL,^ B. Uesult ot the stamp. 


which has two prongs corresponding to the prints in 
the stamped double-headed needle blank; a bolster 
with two holes corresponding to the two points of the 
punch, is fastened to the bed of the press, and in a 
suitable position immediately over it, is fixed a three 
pronged ‘‘ taker off.’’ The needle wire is laid in a 
“ die print ” in the bolster, the handle of the screw 
of the press is worked, the punch descends on and 
forces out the minute bits of metal indicated as prints 
for perforation, in the stamped double-headed needle 
wire ; and on the return of the punch, should there be 
any difficulty in withdrawing it from the perforated 
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wire or needle, the “ taker off’’ assists in setting it 
free. 

The wire now presents the appearance of two 
needles joined head to head, but the superfluous metal 
or ‘‘ flases ” have to be got rid of ; two wires are 

PRUSS USED TO PERFORATE Ev^ES OF NeEDLES. 



A A A. Frame of press. 

B. Box for attachment of 
punch. C. Screw. 

D. Double punch. 


E. Bolster with two holes 
corresponding to punch. 

FF. Studs with screws to 
hold bolster. 
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tlircaded (technically “spitted’') through the eyes of 
about one hundred needles, until the arrangement 
presents the appearance of a fine toothed double-sided 



NcedJos “sjiitted ’* toixetlicr for rtiinoviu^^ fins causeil by stam})iii!^. 


nursery comb. The needles so “ sj)itted ” are laid flat 
on the work bench, and a few sweeps of a flat smooth 
file remove the surplus metal. The minute marking 
at the junction of the two needle heads assists their 



Before spitting. After spitting. 


separation ; the strip is bent in its length, and two rows 
of single independent rollers are the result. One 
row of the needles, still held together by the spit, is 
placed in a wide-mouthed plier-like tool, and a sweep 
of a file removes the roughness of the needle head, 
where it was separated from its former companion. 
Another file-sweep removes the sharp angular corners 


I 


114 BErnsn manufacturing industries. 


from the Lead ; the apitB are now withdrawn from the 
“ eyes,” and the needles arc independent of each other. 



Row of single noodles hold in plyors for removing roughiiesb left 
on vsepurMtion at heads. 




J 


Broken ofl'and before tiling. 


The needles whicli may have been bent in these opera- 
tions are next straightened by the pressure of a flat 
convex bar operating or pressed down on tliem, as they 
are made to rotate on tlie surface of a trued ” metal 
plate, exactly on the same principle as the straightening 
of the linos in the fii'st operation, i. e. pressure under 
rotation. 

The qualities of elasticity and rigidity have yet 
to bo imparted to the needles, and for this purpose 
they are conveyed to the shop of the “hardener 
and “ tempercr,” which is fitted up with mufiies, or 
small furnaces with arched doors, fitted with bars in 
their interior on which to rest the trays on which 
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tlio noccllcs aro arranpjcil. Tlio travR arc formed of 
sheet iron bent up at each end, and with a flange 
at right angles, by which to liold them for their in- 
troduction into and withdrawal from tbc muflle. The 
needles arc arranged in rows many deep across the 
trays, which when filled aro placed on the bar in the 
muffle ; the door is closed, the fire uuderiKMitli speedily 
heats the trays and tljcir C(nitonts, tins “redness” of 
the needles b(iing determined by the “hardener's” 
knowledge, generally gained only by j)ractico and (ex- 
perience. At the proper heat tlui trays are withdrawn 
from the muffl(^, and their contents cmptical into a 
cistern filled with oil and fitted with a lining with a 
perforated bottom, which retains the needles and per- 
mits the oil to find its way again into the cistern. 
The surplus oil is got rid of by shaking the noodles 
in sawdust, after which they arc rei)laccd on the 
trays, and again put into the muffle, though at a much 
lower temperature. The effect of tho heat on the 
needles is carefully watched, and on their assuming 
a light or dark straw colour, us tho nature of the 
steel requires, the trays arc withdrawn, tho needles 
allowed to cool, and they are now considered “tem- 
pered.” Tho test of tho excellence of their temper, 
the quality of tho steel, and tho skill of tho hardener 
and temperer is as follows: if on trying to bend 
a needle, it neither breaks, nor remains bent after 
the removal of tho test pressure, its quality may be 
relied upon ; if the needle breaks, it is too hard, and if 
it bends, it is too soft. 

It has been remarked that in hardening, tho red-hot 

I 2 
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iiccdles which wore immersed in oil remained straight ; 
hut when immersed in water, a very considerable pro- 
portion were found to he bent. A class of needle 
workers was cngag(Hl in an o])cration called “ hard 
straightening,” and in consequence realized good wages 
by making tlie crooked straight; but by substituting 
oil for water, crooked n(;cdles liave become the excep- 
tion, and hal'd straightening became exceptional. Tlie 
inventor and reviver of the oil hardening process 
sliar(!d tlie fate of most inventors in this trade, and 
was driven away from Redditch by the abuse heaped 
ujiou him. Thus it has ever fared with improvers of 
industrial processes in times gone by — as witness 
tlu‘, Jacquards, Cromptons, Chambers, &c., though it 
is satisfactory to learn that increasing knowledge and 
tli(5 demands of manufacture have dissipated preju- 
dices, and oil hardening is now generally adopted. 
The process of straightening needles hardened in 
water consisted in tapping the bent needle with a 
small hammer, as it lay on a flat steel anvil. 

After hardening and tempering the needles, the 
appearance that they present is a black blue, with a 
shade of straw colour or ‘‘glance.” The blackness 
or scale has to be got rid of, and the needles made 
bright, smooth, and clear, and this is the result of the 
process of scouring, which is accomplished by the fric- 
tion of thousands of needles rolling against each other, 
aided by a mixture of oil, emery, and soft soap, dis- 
tributed among the needles bound up in envelopes 
of canvas, and subjected to the pressure of a platen. 
The machine of which it forms a part is set in motion 
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by steam power; the preparation of the noodles for 
scouring consists in placing a strong j)icco of canvas 
on a wooden tray, under which strings are laid, and 
on it the noodles, heads and points iiidiscriniinately, 
but parallel with each other, and with many rows 
in the breadth. I'he mixture above described is dis- 


MakiN(. i'i* Ni;i;tn.Ls r«n: Scoru!N(;. 





A. Wnodt'i) tray. I* 1>. ('anva^ rov(;r. 

(’aiivas cover on which needles are laid. 
1)1) I>. Strings witli whicii (<► make up Ijiiudlc*. 
E. Bundle made up for N<’ouriu'jj. 


tributed on the surface of tlic needles, the canvas 
is then rolled up, is firmly bound together with the 
strings, and laid with others on the bod of the scour- 
ing machine. The movable platen is then placed over 
them and the machine is set to work, the mangle- 
like motion of the platen causing the bundles to roll 
over and over, so that each individual needle revolves 
against another, producing abrasion. The friction 
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generates heat, and at this point some attention is 
required, for tlic temj^er of the needle is at peril ; 
at 300 no cliango takes place? in it, but at 400^ 
the “ mildest ” stt*el nocdle-wdre is affected, and the 
operation of scouring is therefore susj)ended (usually 
at the end of oiglit Ijours) tliat the needles may be 
kept cool. The bundles are then withdrawn from the 
machine, opened, the needles se2)arated and washed 
in an alkaline^ solution of soap and water, then 
dried in a shaking barrel filled with sawdust, after 
which they are again arranged in the manner already 
described on a new canvas cover, though with a 
change of mixture. The emery is taken away, and 
oxide of tin (the ‘‘ ])utty powder ” of the workshop) 
is substituted for it, in order to “line” or polish 
the needle. “ Scouring ” and “ lining ” are accom- 
plished after live or six times of eight hours length 
each. The English method is not the same as that 
of the Germans, wdio say that they are able to scour 
and fine in forty hours a greater number of needles 
than is accomplished by the process just described ; 
they also avoid the heating of the needles and the 
reduction of their temper. 

The needles are now unloosed from their canvas cover, 
and subjected for the last time to the action of the alka- 
line solution, dried in sa^vdust in the shaking barrel 
and then conveyed to the “ bright shop,” where they are 
examined, the defective ones being picked out, and the 
perfect ones arranged on tin trays, to wEich motion is 
given by hand, so that the needles arrange themselves 
parallel to each other across the tray. The heads and 
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points, liowcvcr, present tliemselvcs indiseriininiitely 
on each side of the row, and a process hdlovvs, in which 
the aid of a simple tool (a cloth finger stool) on the 
foreliiiger of the left hand of tlie “lieader” (as the 
female is called in the trade) is called into operation. 
She selects a number of needles, and witli tlie right 
hand presses them against the clotli-covcred forefinger 
of the left, into which tlie })oint8 stick and are with- 
drawn, as the heads of the needles being blunt do not 
adhere. Babbage selects this as an example, where, by 
means of the simjdest tool, operations whicli involve 
time may be facilitated and time saved. Selecting 
needles singly out of a great number or heap would 
involve a considerable expenditure of time, but the use 
of the cloth finger stool enables the header to draw 
out from six to twelve by one operation. The further 
reduction of the temper is necessary to aid in polish- 
ing the interior, and removing any roughness or sharp 
edges likely to cut or “fray” the thread. This is 
done by arranging a number of needles on a square' 
iron bar three or four inches thick, allowing so much 
of the eye end of the needle to project over the edge as 
requires to be softened. The needles are retained in 
position by another piece of iron laid over them, and a 
bar with a handle attached is tlien heated and drawn 
along the perpendicular face of the block, under the 
needles, so that the heated bar parts with a portion of 
its heat, and the temper of the eye end is “ softened ” to 
aid in the after process of polishing the interior. This 
crude process is far inferior to the more intelligent 
method adopted by the German needle-makers, who 
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accomplish the softening of the eye end by a flame of 
gas, with a revolving metal wdieel and a vulcanized 
rubber band to retain tho needles in position. The 
circumference of the wheel has on its surface a series 
of transverse slits cut at equal distances, each sufiicient 
to accommodate one needle. The w heel is fed from a 
hopper, a needle dropping into each slit as it presents 
itself to be tilled ; the head end of the needle })rojccts, 
the wheel revolves at a uniform sj^eed, and carries it 
through a gas flame, the ju'ogrcss being so timed, as to 
reduce tlie temper of the eye end of the needle just 
as much as is required, and no more. At a given time 
tlie softened needles drop out into a receptacle pre- 
pared for them. 

The softening process finished, the polishing of 
tho interior of the eye folio w^s, this being the 
asinorum of the needle manufacturer. Attention has 
already been directed to the Studley maker who (brilled 
the eyes of his needles, and then polished the interior 
by means of a “ rimer ” revolving in a lathe, on w^hich 
ho worked tho interior of the needle eye. This was 
attempted by a prior inventor in 1775 and 1789, by 
using very small revolving discs of two sizes, tho 
larger of which groimd tho “ guttering ” of the eye, 
w'hile tho smaller polished it. “Drilled eyed needles” 
arc now' a myth. The process, until recently, for best 
needles was carried out by the small rimer (revolving 
in a lathe) which, passing through the eye of the needle, 
worked in all directions, smoothing, fining and polishing 
the eye. In 1839, however, a Redditch needle manu- 
facturer, Mr. Abel Morrall, invented a simple method 
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by which thousands of nocdlo eyes can bo polished 
simultaneously. A platform, on which a number of 
uprights are erected, has imparted to it by power a 
backward and forward shaky motion, and between every 
two of the uprights are suspended wires of steel, made 
rough by means of a file 2 )ressed lirmly upon their 
diameter. As they rotate under its 2)ressiire on the 
work bench, the needles are threaded on the wires, and 



A A A A. I jirii^ht erocteil (»u plafform. 

B ii. U'lin.il ilircction, mul n sh.-ikiiii; inotinn 

given it. 

C C. liougheiieil steel wire on wliiclj ueedhjs 
DDI) are suspended l>y tlieir <‘ves. 


move about on it freely ; the wires are then suspended 
from upright to upright, motion is communicated to 
the platform, and a pendulum-like motion is thereby 
imparted to the needles, the polishing of the interior 
of the eye being assisted by the wires being lubricated 
with a little oil and very fine emery powder, or oxide 
of tin . 

This process being concluded, the needles arc next 
conveyed to the head grinding and ‘‘colouring” or 
“ fine ” polishing shop. The former is done by small 
revolving grindstones, against which the head is held 
and rapidly worked, until all the little angularities arc 
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taken away. The final polish is accomjfiished by re- 
volving cylindrical pieces of wood of small diameter 
covered with thin buff leather, technically called “bobs,” 
They revolve with very great rapidity, frequently at 
the rate of from 2500 to 3000 revolutions per minute ; 
the “ bolt ” being placed in the head or rest in w'hich 
it revolves, the “ gut ” band is lodged in one of its 
three speeds, and the buff leatlier is S 2 )riukled with 

Polish i:u (LAST oitouation) at Work. 



A. The polishins: “bob.” 

B. The rest or “ hesul ” into which it drops and works. 


“ putty powder ; ” the polisher then picks up a dozen 
needles, presses them lightly against the “ bob,” causing 
them to rotate in his hand, and thus polishes the heads ; 
then, reversing their position, he polishes the point, 
and finally, presenting the needle lengthways, it is 
polished longitudinally. The rapidity with which 



NEEDLED. 


123 


this is effected is shown, hy a good workman being able 
to polish a thousand needles per hour. 

The last operation corn [dotes the making of a needle ; 
what follows is confined to the warehousing, the count- 
ing, and wrapping them up. The j)a])er selected is a 
dark slate colour, and is dried carefully (damp would 
rust and injure the brilliant polish of the needles) and 
then cut into the jiroper sizes by means of a book- 
binder’s guillotine knife, a great number of sheets at a 
time. The hdding is done by two rolling machines, one 
of which determines the hmgth of the “ envelope,” the 
other its breadth ; and a clever wrapper-uj) (generally a 
woman) can count and wraj) up 120 papers containing 
twenty-five; needles each, in all 3000, in the brief space 
of one hour. Boys paste and attacli the small labels, 
which boar the number of the needle, manufacturer’s 
name, or that of the retail dealer. The small packets 
(when for exportation) are made up into larger packets 
(in dried papers) and contain frequently ten, twenty, 
or even fifty thousand needles, these packets being 
packed into tin boxes and hermetically soldered. A 
recently introduced feature in the needle trade is the 
sale of packets of needles in ornamental cases of brass 
of various devices. Some of these elevate the needles 
on being opened, by simple ingenious mechanical 
arrangements, w'hich, on closing, withdraw them into 
its interior. The cases, however, not being made by 
the needle maker (though an adjunct to their trade), 
do not call for further notice. 

The quantity of needles produced annually in Eng- 
land is immense. They embrace every variety, size, 
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and number UHcd by the lady in embroidery, crochet, 
and netting, by housewives in their homely sewing, 
and by the male sex as tailors, sjiddlcrs, shoemakers, 
glovers, sail-makers, and ]>ackers. The advent of 
sewing niachinos, wliilo it lias created a s])eciality in 
needle making, does not appear to have decreased the 
demand for ordinaiy needles. During the Franco- 
German war, needles were made for th(^ gun which 
bears the prefix of the dtmiestic instrument, i. e. the 
needle gun, and great quantities were required by the 
surgeons eiigagcid in the merciful duty of “binding 
up wounds.” The surgical needle, though made by 
needle makers, is a curved needle, having the point 
sharp, and four-fifths of the length thin and flat ; they 
arc made of various lengths, the longest of which are 
used after amputations, the next for ordinary flesh 
wounds, the shortest for sutures. The delicate pur- 
poses to which these needles are applied, the necessity 
which exists for sparing unnecessary jiain to the patient 
requires them to be made by hand, with the greatest 
possible care, and each ground and polished separately. 

There is probably no manufacture which illustrates 
the division of labour more completely than that of 
needles, and not one in which simple operations tend 
to such successful results, or in which prejudice has 
operated so potently in preventing the application of 
machinery, or the adoption of really simple, useful, 
and economical processes. Humanity and increased 
intelligence demand that the process of dry grinding 
should be put an end to, and there are others which can 
be performed in a more scientific manner, such as 
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hardening and tempering. Even the softeiiiiig of the 
uocdlo’rt eye, as ordinarily couduct(}d, is diseiL'ditablo 
to the needle trade. 

The hands employiKl iii IHfU wen; a little over lOOO, 
but at the present p(‘riod (1S74) they liave iiuu’t'asiid to 
ui)wards of 4700 ; the location of th(‘se shows the seat 
of the necidle inanufaetiire to Ihj Worcestershire and 
Warwickshire, in the former of which coiiiititis 8()I 
males and 81)7 hnnales were eni])loyed ; in the latter, 
1108 males and 1758 females, an aggregate of 1275 
workpoojde, as o])])osed to 151 distributed over other 
counties, princi[»ally in Leicestershire, Nottingham- 
shire, i\:c. 

The social condition of the workpeople residing in 
the small towns of IhKlditch, Alccstt;!*, and Studley, 
and in tlieir immediate vicinity, is eipial to those en- 
gag(id in other manufactures practised under similar 
conditions. The wages under theses circumstances 
range from Is. Gd. to 5«. per week for children, fc.malcs 
from 8s. to 15^., and males from 12«. to 'U)s,, thougli the 
last-named sum may be taken as exccpticmal. 

In tlie needle trade certain curiosities are to he 
found, such as double iieidles for seamstresses troubled 
w’ith imperfect sight, where tlie eye is mad(i to open 
at one side to facilitate easy threading; magnetized 
needles and thimbles, to prevent tlie needle being lost; 
needles, the eye of which is wider in the direction of 
the point of the needle, or with a double eye, to hold 
the thread fimily ; needles made with a swell in the 
middle, tapering towards point and head, to facilitate 
the easy passage through the cloth. A project was 
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patented for dispciiKiiig with “ dry grinding ” by 
“ suspending the ncedl(;s to be pointed to the positive 
polo of a galvanic battery, immediately above the 
negative clement, and as close*, as possible to it without 
being actually in contact, some exciting liquor, as 
dilute nitric acid, completing the circuit/' 
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SADDLERY. 

By Tin: lati. W. C. Aitkkn (BinninL^hRiTi). 

Saddlery is an important brancli of national industry, 
which is ill cxteimvc demand for homo consurajition, 
and figures larged y as an artiedc of exjiort to other 
countries. The greatest (jiiantity is sent to Australia, 
South Africa, and British India, thougli other countries 
also consume English made saddlery. Viewed in rela- 
tion to the number of workmen, Ac., cmidoyed in hilioiir 
in this country, saddlery absorbs the labour of not 
fewer than 22,000 individuals, and in this particular 
the saddlery manufacture raidts high among Englisli 
trades. 

Though every town and important village in tliis 
country has its saddler, its chief seats (though con- 
siderable quantities are made in London) are tlio towns 
of Birmingham and Walsall, in both of which very 
large well-conducted manufactories exist, exclusively 
engaged in the production of these articles. As early 
as the end of the thirteenth century, these places were 
celebrated for the quality and quantity of their leather : 
leather, it is almost unnecessary to remark, being the 
raw material from which saddles arc made. At an 
equally early period, the inhabitants of these districts 
were also famous for their skill in waking in metah 
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Specialities in metal enter very extensively into saddle 
work, more especially into the harness department. 
The ])rodiiction of metal work employs a very large 
imniher of workmen, the trade imibracing bits, spurs, 
and stirrups in iron and stead, the metal mountings of 
harness, buckles of various kinds mad(‘. of iron plated* 
with silv(!r or brass, covcaa'd witli leather, or of solid 
brass, “ k'rnds " througli which tlu^ driving reins pass, 
armorial bearings, as coats-of-arnis, crests, and other 
ornaments used for the enrichment or decoration 
of carriages. These* latkT are ])roduced from thin 
sheets ol‘ silvc'r or brass by means of stamps and dies, 
strengthened by “filling’’ with soft solder formed of 
lead and tin. Other plainer and more substantial 
ornamc'iits, used in the harness of drays, waggons, and 
carts, whore wear and tear render substantiality neces- 
sary, are also produced in great quantities, by workmen 
in saddlers’ ironmongery. These workmen, it may be 
obscrvcul, are not included in the number given as 
employed in the saddlery trade. 

There are two classes of oj)erative manufacture in 
the saddlery, one of which is known as the “ brown,” 
employed in saddles, bridles, and articles of uncoloured 
leather ; the other is engaged in the production of 
ornamental harness for carriages, gigs, &c., and also 
the more practicMilly useful harness used for traction, 

* I^v the t'Xpression “ plated ” is net meant coated by means 
of electro de})otiition, but thin sheet metal made to assume the 
ap|Xiaraiice of a ‘‘shell,” tinned inside with soft solder, and 
made to adhere to the fountlatiun or core of iron or steel by 
fusing the solder. 
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agl’icultural purposes, and madt^ out of leatlier 
stained black, wlietlier “ patent’’ or r)tln‘rwise. 

The processes of tanning the leather f«»r the inaiin- 
facture of saddlery will bti found in aiiotlier voliinu^’* 
and it is lh(!reforn unnecessary to say more than that 
the leather used in saddlery is mad(‘ fiNHii tlu! liides of 
cattle and liorses, imported from South America. The, 
“calf” skins and “kij»s” (the hitter taken from half- 
grown cattl(‘), in their raw state an; (diielly su]>p]i(;d 
from the Oontiiuiit, while tlie “ pig ’* skins, almost 
exclusively used for saddhjs, to form the “seats,” on 
account of their ehisti city and wearing qualities, are im- 
ported from Scotland, these btdng suj>erior to the skins 
of pigs from otht;r countries in durability and Ixjauty 
of colour. Attention may her(‘ 1 h* directed to tin; v(jry 
successful imitations of pig skin, by means f)f eoi>ies 
from a hard(‘ned or pri'pared pig skin, whicth is pro- 
duced by the trough of an ehjctro depositor; th(j jdatc; 
gives a perfect copy of every bristle-mark and irregu- 
larity of the skin. All that is micessary is, simi)ly to 
lay the copperplate on the table of a press, and over it, 
the smooth leather to Ik* impressed, which is then 
passed through rolls, and pnjsents an exact imitation of 
pig skin, difficult of detection by the uninitiated. For 
the “ seats ” of saddles this imitation is not suitixl, hut 
it is used for those portions known as the “ skirts and 
which in best saddles are covercjd with real 
pig skin. Formerly the granular appearance on the; 
surface of these portions of the saddle was produced 

* * British Manufacturing IndustrieB,' “ Hides and Ijeather/’ 
page 33. 


K 
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by means of tlic hardened, dried, and stretched skin of 
a shark, pressure being required as just described. 

The chief object in brown saddlery is to make a 
good saddle, consisting of a skeleton, or “ tree,’* a 
“seat,” “skirts,” and “flaps.” Tlu^ tree is generally 
made of beech wood, strengthened with iron plates, 
though iron is sometimes used alone. Sheet iron is 
sometimes used, and other materials have also been 
rccommendcKl, but beech wood tree holds its own. 
Next comes the means of attachment of tlie stirrup 
leathers, now known as “ spring bars,” which permit 
of the easy release of the stirrup leathers in case of 
accident. The vioihis ojwrandi in saddles consists in 
nailing on from the “ head ” to the “ cantle ” two 
lengths of strong girth webbing, to secure convexity 
and elasticity of the seat, while other lengths of web- 
bing are nailed across. Improvements in the con- 
struction of the foundation of the “ seat ” have been 
introduced by the application of other materials as 
vulcanized rubber, catgut strings, coiled springs, &c. 
The preparation of the foundation of the seat for its 
covering of hog skin having been completed, that of 
the “ skirts ” and “ flaps ” follows, these being of cow- 
hide leather of medium thickness and good quality. 
Great attention is paid to the size of those parts, so as 
to fit them correctly. The commoner leather or basil 
which forms the “ pannel,” and serves to contain the 
padding retained by the inner lining of serge (which 
is cut larger than the “basil”) is sewn together by 
women. Two “ bellies,” formed of leather, “ thinned ” 
and stuffed with doe hair, are nailed one on each side 
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of tlio “ tree,” to give tlic seat the required breadth 
and shape. The so far advanced scat is nt)\v covered 
with serge, and the stuffing, which gives elasticity 
and softness to the seat, is introduced through a slit 
in the serge cover, by means of a thin steel tool called 
a “seat-iron,” and by it is distributed over the seat 
under tlie serge. Tlie “ tree ” is now in a condition 
to receive its covering of hog skin, wliich is damped 
on its under side, and temporarily fitted on; at this 
stage the skirts and fla2)s are also fitted, thtJ scat being 
marked where tlie fla2)s come ; tlie “ pig skin ” is next 
removed from its tenqxmiry “ fixings ” and given to tlie 
“ seamcr ” to join the seat to the “ skirts.” The 
“ jmnnel ” is then stulfed with wool, and quilted to 
secure its shape and firmness ; and the seat covering, 
slightly danqied, w'ith the skirts attachcid, is finally 
drawn on to the seat to the jiosition which it teiniio- 
rarily occupied. The skirts and girth strajis are next 
attached, and the iiannel nailed on, conii>leting the 
manufacture of a saddle of the best quality. 

Allusion has been made to sewing together the 
parts of leather forming a saddle by hand labour, but 
in saddles, as regards stitching done by machinery, as 
for example, where the saddle seat, &c., is covered with 
ornament, the flajis and skirts have each also their 
rows of sewing better and more s])ecdily accomidishcd 
by means of the now universal sewing machine, wdiich 
is largely taken advantage of by manufacturers of 
saddlery. The leather, with the design to be sewn 
“pricked” on, is turned in every direction by the 
machinist, the needle supplied from the reel with 

K 2 
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its orange, or other coloured silk thread, following 
the sinuosities of the curves, leaves, and flowers in the 
design. 

Wliethor saddles should be made light or heavy, 
long or short, and what the construction of the seats 
before covering should be, taste, durability, and the 
market for which tlioy arc made, will determine. 
Eacing saddles are the lightest made (many of these 
do not weigh more than 2 lb.), those for military service 
are the lieavicst, while ordinary saddles vary in weight 
from 9 to 13 lb. The varieties of saddles made in 
addition to those named, are “side” and “pilch.” 
In military saddles (especially “Hussar”) the “head” 
and “ cantle ” are more elevated, the seat more concave, 
than saddles generally used by civilians. 

Bridles form an important element in the “ brown ” 
saddlery ; they consist of parts designated “ the head,” 
“ bit cheeks,” front, nose-band, throat-lash, and reins. 
To the reins the bits are attached, the latter being 
made and supplied by the “ saddler’s ironmonger,” so 
tliat the actual labour of the saddler in the making 
of a bridle is small. The “ front,” which is generally 
ornamented, is seldom the work of the saddler, his part 
being confined to the attachment of the buckles and 
the “ keeper,” to retain the superfluous length of strap 
after passing it through the buckle. The various 
straps which form the bridle are cut with what is 
called a “ cutting gauge,” made of iron, and consisting 
of a square iron bar, into one extremity of which a 
cutting blade is fitted. The bar is marked with a scale 
to distinguish the breadth of the straps to be cut, and, 
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on the bar slidcB, a piece of tlnck iron, with its perpen- 
dicular and horizontal faces dead true and accurate. 
This iron, when set, is held fast by means of a screwed 
tliumb-bit. To form a strap of tlie re(iuired bnaidth, 
the skill is cut straight on the edge;, tlie workman 
applying the cutting gauge and ])ressiiig the surface of 
the guide against the leatlier, so tliat lie can cut wdth 
unerring accuracy numerous stri2)s or stra])s of the 
breadth required. 

Black saddlery embraces tlic })roduction of harness 
of every kind used on horses for drawing carriages, 
chariots, and gigs. It also includes harm5ss for the 
artillery and transport military service, together with 
mule harness, for exportation. The raw material is 
still leather, wdth its natural colour changed by the 
application of japan or varnish, and then called 
‘''i)atent.” This is applied in tlie i)arts of the harness, 
as the blinkers, covering of the collar, the saddle, &c., 
where ornament is desired, strength not required, and 
strain not likely to occur. The coating of varnish 
is superficial, and, though tough, it cracks on being 
subjected to strain. In harness making, the ‘manipu- 
lation is identical wdth that employed by the “brown” 
saddler. The straps are cut by the cutting gauge, while 
other parts of leather, formerly cut by means of a sharp 
pointed knife following tlio outline of a model or tem- 
plate, arc now operated on with a “ punch ” laid on the 
leather and placed under the platen of a press. In 
black saddlery, the application of the sewing machine 
is even more general than in the brown, and may be 
said to do all the stitching, plain and ornamental, 
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Have tlioso parts wbicli, it may be safely said, will never 
be accoiiiplisbed by tbo macbiiie. A notable example 
of tbe rapidity with wbicb work is done by tbc machine, 
is presenti^d in tli(‘- making of tracers.” Tliesc consist 
of two or more tliicknesses of leatber united together 
by string; a ti’ace tbrougliout its entire length is 
firmly sewn by tluj niacbine in as many minutes as it 
formerly consunuid liours, if done by band labour. 
Again, tbc round edge of tbe trace (formerly produced 
by “ s])()keslieafs ” used by band), is now aocomjdisbed 
by m(uins of tbe revolution of two concave cutters, 
through wbicb tbe trace, tbc edge of wliicb is to be 
rounded, is rapidly passed. Tbc subdivision of labour, 
the improvement in tools, and tlie apidication of ma- 
chinery, have very largely operated, more particularly 
within tbc last few years, in quickening production, 
and providing for tbc increased demand for saddlery 
for tbe ])urposes of export. It may be added, that if 
the saddler’s ironmonger by bis productions aids tbe 
brown,” in a very much more important manner does 
be aid tbc ‘‘ black,” or harness maker, for tbe latter is 
de])cnd(mt on him for tbo great variety of parts in 
metal, wbicb are essentials in tliis department. 

Tbe productions of tbe manufacturer of saddlery 
include an almost innumerable variety of articles in 
leatber, wbetber brown or black, not named among 
those already described; such as bolsters, valises, 
magazines for bolding cartridges, saddle bags, sailors’ 
belts and “ palms,” used by sailors in sailmaking and 
repairing. For travelling purposes there are port- 
manteaus, railway travelling bags, letter bags, cash 
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boxes, scliool-boys’ and other satchels, and dog collars, 
with or without brass inscription plates. In solid 
leather, gun-cases, strong, light, and portable ; powder 
flasks, dram bottles of glass, ing(!iiiously protected ; 
shot bolts, leggings for riding or walking, and cigar, 
cigarette, and fusee cases, all enter into tlie productions 
of the saddler, together witli straps in an imuiense 
variety, for holding })laids, rugs, or coats, saddle cloths, 
girths, and horse clothing. Though whi]) making is 
practised apart from saddlery, as a separate brancli of 
industry, many of tln^ large manufacturers of saddlery 
also manufacture whips of all kinds, and for all purposes. 

Where soundness of material and durability are 
required in the articles exported to foreign countries, 
English saddlery is j)referr(id; where ornamentation, 
embroidery, and colour, is demanded, that of Fraime 
enters successfully into competition ; but even in the 
face of the latter, the soundness, practical usefulness, 
and enduring qualities of our home trade arc becoming 
more and more generally recognized ; and as a conse- 
quence the export is steadily and annually increasing. 

The workpeo})le employed in the manufacture of 
saddlery are stated by one of the largest manufacturers 
in the trade, to be, as a rule, steady, respectable, and 
thrifty. The proportion of women employcid (1830) 
does not reach one-twelfth of the males (21,181). For 
wages, the “ bridle cutter ’’ gets from 20«. to 308., the 
harness maker, 30s. to 408. The highest paid are the 
workmen employed in the production of saddles of the 
best quality, who get from 308. to 458. Women earn, 
on an average, 108. per week; superior hands, who 
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can attend to and execute their work in the sewing 
machine, earn 156*. 

An allusion has been made to the export of saddlery, 
wliich is shown to be steadily increasing, by reference 
to tlie Government returns extending over five years, 
though it should be remembered that in 1871 the 
Franco-German war materially increased the exports 
of saddlery. 
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ELECTROPLATE. 

r>Y Tin; LATE \V. (!. Aitken ). 

Electhoplate Las now entinjly siipoi'scdod tlic silver- 
plated ware, wliicli, some forty or Lfty years a^o, was 
the only substitute for arti(de8 made entirely of silver. 
The advantage of j)lated wares being cbea])er than 
those made of silver, was met by the disadvantage, 
that tlie plated article showed, after a very few years’ 
wear, tlie copper on which the silver was laid. Un- 
questionably the discovery that a thin plate of silver 
could bo soldered to a thicker bar of copper, and that 
by rolling, the two metals would adhere to each other, 
as the bar was extended under the action of the rolls, 
was a great discovery, as it enabled those of limited 
means to possess objects apparently of solid silver, 
which were not so. 

It was impossible in the manufacture of wares in 
plated co 2 )per, to jiroduce details with any approximation 
to sharpness. If stamps and dies were used, the results 
were tame and unsatisfactory, and to secure this 
sharpness, the thickness of the cj)i dermis of silver on 
the copper would have been so diminished, as not to 
be able to resist the cleansing necessary from time to 
time. If the parts had been cast instead of being 
stamped, they could not have been plated, for no known 
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process tLen in existence could have accomplished it, 
BO that in all such objects as salvers, covers, or dishes 
on whicli meat was served up, the “ gadroon ” or other 
pattern edgings or borders were stamped out of very 
thin sheet silver, and filled in aftcrwai'ds, in order 
to strengthen them, with load solder, which, like the 
cop 2 )cr, s2)oedi]y showed itself. The conditions ne- 
cessary for working up the material exercised a dete- 
riorating infliieiicti on the forms, and hence the uniform 
tameness and want of spirit which, in a marked degree, 
characterized all objects executed or produced in 
coi)por plated with silver by means of rolling. 

It is necessary to make these remarks, in order that 
tlie more recent processes introduced into the manu- 
facture of electroplated articles may be more clearly 
understood. For copper, which is red and soft, is 
substituted German silver, which is hard and white, 
being an alloy composed of coj)jier, zinc, and nickel ; 
and when these metals are completely mixed, the 
contents of the crucible are i)oured into iron moulds, 
and produce “ strips ” of various lengths, breadths, and 
thickness. These strips, having the end at which they 
were poured cut off, arc then subjected to the action of 
the rolling mill, in which process the metal becomes 
hard, its ductility being restored from time to time 
by annealing in a muffle furnace. Having been re- 
duced in thickness to the required gauge, the sheets 
of German silver are then cut up into the size cor- 
responding to the object to be produced. Globular 
“ bodies,” dishes, vases, &c., are produced or “ raised ” 
by hammering, ‘‘ beating-up,” “ spinning,” or stamping 
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in dies ; oriuinicnts, handles, and feet are stamped in 
dies, or arc cast from carefully-eluis(;d permanent metal 
patterns in German silver, and after caKting they are 
repaired and chased before being affixe d to“hi)dy,” etc., 
of which tliey form a useful, or intc^gral ])art. They 
are not fixed by means of .vo//, hut with hard solder, 
which necessitates that the resjuadive surfaces he made 
red hot, that the solder may fus(3, and unites tlui parts. 
This differs from the soldering adojded in the old 
plated wares, union of parts in tluisc hewing accom- 
plished hy means of .sv>// solder, which medts with the 
heat of the tinman’s co])pcr holt or “ doctor.” This 
style of union was very apparent in a i)lated candlestick, 
when the candle hurnt down into the, socket and melted 
the solder, or in teaj>ots which, when not quite full, 
were left in too close proximity to tlu! fire, so that the 
spouts drojiped off’, and the handles hecame discon- 
nected. 

By the electro-metallurgical process of coating or 
plating with silver, every part of an object is plated 
after it is fitted together, whereas in the w'ares made 
out of plated copper, they wercj plat(;d hefore^ so that, 
in the putting together, the trimming of parts at their 
junction reduced the thickness of the silver, and at 
these junctions the copper hecame soonest apparent. 
The density of the silver on the copjier, as compared 
with that deposited by the electro-metallurgical modem 
process, has been disputed, but the articles plated in 
the vat of the depositor wear better and longer than 
those produced in the days when all plated goods, 
whether made in Sheffield or Birmingham, were of 
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copper plated with silver. Electroplate alone is to be 
found in all establishments such as hotels, restaurants, 
&c., where hard wear and rough usage are the rule, 
while articles of an ornamental character in electro- 
plate are preferred, owing to tlieir better taste and 
superior design, united with economy of cost. The old 
plated wares, wiieii 2)artial]y de]?rived of their silver, 
had to he thrown into the lumber room or sold for old 
copper — they coiild not then be rejjlated ; but modern 
electro-metallurgy has sui)2)li(xl the means by which 
they could have been. The old mode contrasts in 
every way unfavourably with the new, the special 
qualities of which consist in the greater application of 
artistic power in the designs to be worked out, and the 
more enduring qualities of the objects j)roduced. 

I have ali’c^ady stated the com])osition of German 
silver, and how it is cast and rolled. Forks, sj^oons, 
and articles of that class are made from thick sheets 
of this material, cut out into “ blanks ” by punches, 
and corres])onding “bolsters” of steel, worked in 
presses moved by hand or machinery. The punch in 
its form is exactly that of the outline of the spoon or 
fork ; the details of ornamentation on the handle, 
whether “ fiddle ” or other j^attern, and the concavity 
of the mouth of the spoon and its sweep, being pro- 
duced in dies by stanijung with re2)eated blows of the 
hammer or “ ram ” of the stamp, to which the counter- 
part of the die is attached. The prongs of forks are 
cut out also by punches and beds. Articles of a glo- 
bular form, and others of a similar kind, as the “ bodies,” 
tea and coffee pots, and other vessels connected with 
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dinner and tea services ar(i “ raised up ” from flat 
sheet metal by skilful hammering; otliersan^- produced 
by “ spiiiiiiug,” a process which consists in c(niverting 
a flat disc of metal, revolving in a latlu*, and held 
against a block of wood by tlie ])r(;ssnre- of another 
piece, to hold the metal against the ‘'cliiick” in the 
si)indlc head of the lathe. When tlie lathe is set in 
motion, the disc of iiu^tal nwolves, the outer circumfer- 
ence of the disc> being j)ress(Hl against with a blunt long- 
liandled steel “ ])urnisher,” while; additional pnissiire 
is gaiiujd by an ij’on jun which drops into a hole or 
holes in the rest ” of the. lathe to serve as a fulcrum, 
the tool representing the. lev(;r. The flat disc of metal 
becomes concave, and is converted into a globular 
or part of a globular form, and, as in rolling and 
stamping, tlie metal in spinning rcjquires to b(; annealed 
to restore its ductility. 

The process of stamping is also taken advantage 
of very extensively in tin; production of electroplated 
articles, such as “bodies” of spherical and other forms, 
especially where “ fluted ” or covered with foliated 
ornaments ; the “ feet ” and handles, when not cast, 
are also produced by stamjiing; and liero again the 
raw material used is thin rolhal (lerman silver. Dies, 
steel-faced, or steel laid upon iron, called “ fullenjd/* 
are used, and the design to be reprodinied is cut, incised, 
or sculptured in intaglio. The die is held firmly to 
the bed of the stamp by means of four screws, and to 
the fulling hammer of the stamp, which slides between 
two upright rods of metal (i.e. the pojjpets of the stamp) 
is attached a convex copy of the design sunk into the 
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die, which is frequently changed. The first succession 
of “ forces ” simply serves to give convexity, succeed- 
ing “ forces,’^ more developed, giving the details of 
the ornament, until the last one brings up every 
detail of the design in tlie die. It is almost unneces- 
sary here to add, tliat when tlio flat disc of metal is 
sunk to the d(!j)tli of the “force,” it is annealed in 
mufiles, or ()ven-lik(; furnaces, in wliicli the flame from 
the fuel plays on tlie roof, the metal being as far as 
possibhj from tlicj oxides wliicli are frequently associated 
witli the carbon of the coal. 

Where portions of articles arc cast in German silver, 
and economy in production precludes the application 
of hand-labour in “ claising ” and “ rei)airiug,” dies are 
used in order to give additional sharpness. 

It will at once be understood, from the facts already 
given, that the production of articles of electroplate in 
parts necessitates their being put together ; and whore 
the parts are not held together by screws and nuts — 
as the handles of dish covers, cruet stands, knobs of 
tea and coffee i)ots — it is requisite that they should 
be firmly held to the object, as “feet,” li audios and 
S2)outs of tea and coffee pots, &c. It is a distinguish- 
ing feature of the clcctroidate manufacture, that the 
portions of the object to be permanently attached are 
done so by means of hard solder, and in order to 
accomi)lish this, they are first carefully fitted to the 
“body,” and held there by means of binding wire 
of iron, or clips. At the places to be united, ground 
borax and solder are laid, and in order that no heat 
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may bo lost, the object to be soldered is placed on 
an iron tray, on wliicli coke is distributed. The beat 
necessary to melt the solder is produced by gas, 
supplied tlirougb tbe instrumentality of an autogenous 
blowpipe or double tube, tbe outer tube conveying 
tbe gas, and the interior a blast of air, which, 
uniting with the gas immediately before it issues 
from the orifice of tlie blowpijie, increas(;s tlie size 
of the flame, and also its heating power. Chang() 
in the direction of the flame to any portion of the 
object to be soldenul, is accomplished by the mouth- 
piece being attached to a flexible indiarubber tube. 
By this means tin; workman directs the flame, so as 
to })lay upon the surface of the article, whicli s])eedily 
assumes a red heat, its chief force being directed to 
the parts to be unitcid. TIk^ borax melts into a trans- 
parent glass, the solder fuses, and the parts formerly 
twain become one, and are so firmly attached, that any 
attempt to separate them would only result in tearing 
away the metal. 

The borax which is left after the soldering is got rid 
of by “ pickling ” in a diluted solution of sulphuric acid, 
after which the articles are rinsed in water and dried in 
sawdust, to be passed on to the “ trimmer up,” who, by 
specially formed files, removes the superfluous solder. 
The goods arc next placed in the hands of the polisher, 
who, with “ buffs ” and “ brushes ” revolving by steam 
power, polishes or renders smooth every part of the 
surface, abrasion being promoted by Trent sand, or 
powdered Bath brick. 
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Where the objects require engraving or a simple 
develoj)ment of the repousser's art, they are next sent 
into the engraving shop, where the artist, having 
traced tlie d(^sign with a shar2> steel point, with his 
graver cuts it indelibly on the surface. If the article 
is globular, by means of bc^nt tools, called “ stakes,” he 
forces u}), by striking the o])poKite end of the stake 
wdth a haniiiua’, the i)rojections on the exterior surface. 
If the object is a salver, he strikes up elevations on 
the sid(^ to b(‘ ex])osed. The globular vessel is filled 
with pilch, but if it is a salver, it is 2 )lac(td on a pitch- 
covered block of cast metal or wood; the outline of 
the oriiaiiientation is traced and formed with small 
blunt chiscl-jxn'nted tools or “ tracers.” Then follow 
the details by means of chasing or “ matting,” which 
give the various textures that im 2 >art variety to the 
ornamentation. 

The roughness consequent on the action of the 
“ graver ” having been smoothed down, grease or objec- 
tionable matter is removed from the surface of the object 
to be coated, by i)lacing it in a boiling alkaline solution 
of i)oarl-ash or soda, rinsing in cold w ater, and drying in 
sawdust, and it is then in a condition to be sent into 
the depositing trough, which is filled wdth cyanide of 
silver solution, in which it is BU8})onded by copper 
wires. The wires are attached to brass rods laid 
crossw^ays on the copper-covered edging in the thick- 
ness of the wood of which the vat is made, and this 
being done, connection is formed with the galvanic 
battery ; the result being, that the silver held in 
solution is released in minute particles, and attaches 
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itself to the surface of the metal obje(jt. A silver 
coating of a greater or less thickness is stjcured, accord- 
ing to the length of time that tlie object is allowed to 
remain in the solution, the strength of which is kept 
uj) by jdates of metallic silver being suspend(,‘d i)i the 
vat. The loss of the metallic silver i)lates bears a due 
relation to that released from the cyanide solution and 
deposited on the articles coated, which arc then re- 
moved from th(j depositing trough, boiled in jmre water, 
and again dried in sawdust. The a])pearance j>resented 
on being removed from the vat is that of dead silver, — 
a dull metallic oj)aque white colour, and the briglituess 
of silver is produced by the addition of a few dro2)s (d‘ 
bisulpliuret of carbon to the cyanides solution. The 
deadness in (;olour, which distinguishes tlie plated 
articles taken from the vat, is removed before burnishing, 
by tlie use of circular brushes, the bristles of whicli are 
re2)rescnted by very fine-drawn brass wire, and during 
the 02)cration of brushing, the goods are kept wet by the 
drippings of stale beer. 

The next llAJ'-t of burnishing, in which 

women, aided with blunt-2)ointc(l steel tools with 
variously formed 2)oint8 to 2><-initrate into every cavity, 
go over every part of the object. They next use bur- 
nishers of bloodstone, to im2^art the final brilliancy, 
the surfaces being lubricated with soa 2 ) and water to 
2>revent their being scratched. S2)oon8 and forks, 
&c., subjected to freixuent cleaning, receive their last 
touches by means of “ rouge.” In places which cannot 
be easily reached by buffs or brushes, the burnishing 
is done by hand. 

L 
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The interior gilding of objects externally silvered, as 
cream jngs and sugar basins, is accomplished also by the 
electro-deposit process, but the cyanide solution, in 
this case, is permeated with gold. The vessel to be 
gilt is filled with a solution of gold, decomposition and 
deposition b(;ing effected by connecting the outside of 
the object with tlie positive pole, &c. ; the end of the 
wire of the negative ])ole is dipped into the gilding 
fluid inside. The deposition of the gold commences 
immediatedy, and in a very brief space the inside of 
tlie object is gilt. All gold solutions are worked hot. 
Gilding externally is accomplished by the immersion 
of the article to be gilt in the solution, as described in 
the deposition of silver. Panel gilding, which gives 
additional beauty to works executed in precious or 
other metals, is also accomplished by the electro-de- 
posit process. It is a simple operation, and is effected 
by “ stopping out ” with varnish the parts of the ob- 
ject which it is not desired to gild ; and on immersion 
in the solution, the gold is readily deposited on those 
parts which are not protected. 

Another department of electro-metallurgy is rapidly 
rising into an industry, if it may not already bo said 
to be one, viz. the reproduction of articles originally 
elaborated by art workmen of the Mediteval and Ke- 
naissance period. Copies of works by the Ghibertis, 
Cellinis, Caradossos, &c., the originals of which are 
priceless and unattainable, can now be had at a 
minimum of cost, the result of the discovery and applica- 
tion of the principles of electro-metallurgy. Upwards 
of eighteen commemorative statues, varying in height 
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from 6 feet 6 inches to 13 feet G inches, are the direct 
results of the copper depositing vats of Messrs. Elking- 
ton. Three of these statues are equestrian ; the largest, 
that of Lord Eglinton, modelled by McDowell, is a 
grand and noble work. 

Not only can the hnest examples of the sculptor’s 
art be reproduced, but the most fragile objects in 
nature can be equally j)rcscrved, such as flowers, in- 
sects, medals, or the most exquisite triumphs of the 
goldsmith’s or jeweller’s cunning. 

Indeed, it may bo said that electro-metallurgy, 
among all the metal-working processes, is the most 
generally facile and ajqdjcable for purposes of orna- 
mental display, and it is by far the greatest of the 
many gifts, within the last forty years, bestowed by 
science on our national industries. Its discovery 
diminished human suffering, by substituting a harmless 
process of gilding for the baneful effects of the mer- 
curial vapours, consequent on the process of gilding 
with gold amalgamated with quicksilver. It has 
furnished the artistic and industrial modeller with 
abundant employment, largely added to the demand 
for skilful “ repairers ” and “ chasers,” and originated 
a superior class of artizans, while it has vastly in- 
creased the number of ordinary workmen. Thus, in 
1841, the employed under the Census definition of 
“ goldsmiths, jewellers, and silversmiths ” (platers 
were included also), numbered 10,765. 

Plating by the electro process was introduced in 
the ten years which elapsed, so that in 1861 the 
number of workmen had increased to 13,250 ; in 1861, 

L 2 
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to 17,929 ; in 1871, to 21,530: males, 18,344 ; females, 
3186. The increase in the numbers is clearly due 
(for the old mode of producing plated articles is at an 
end) to the development, application, and extension of 
the principles which, from co 2 )ying a medal, by the 
reduction of metallic copj)cr from a solution, led up to 
the reduction of the precious metals, as gold and silver, 
by the same process. 

The electricity which is employed in the smaller 
establislimcnts is usually supplied by means of gaj- 
vanic batteries ; but in the great works, where tliese 
would be attended with inconvenience, machines arc 
employed for the i)roduction of the necessary electrical 
force. 

Several different kinds of machines have been tried, 
that of “;4lj(;|Lmnie ” being the most successful. This 
machine cot^ists of electro-magnets, between the poles 
of which are rotated iron rings wound with endless 
coils of insulated copper wire. Commutators or col- 
lectors of the electricity arc so arranged, that the 
current delivered is a continuous one, requiring very 
little engine iiowcr to produce, and not causing any 
heating of the a 2 q)aratiis. Fig. 1 shows a perspective 
view of one of the machines. 

The galvanic battery of Daniell had been long pre- 
senting the phenomena of depositing cojiper, before 
any practical application of the principle was thought 
of, until Thomas Spencer, of Liverpool, first reproduced 
a medal as a practical result; scientifically trained 
minds picked up the solitary fact, and, reasoning there- 
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from, proved conclusively, that what could be done 
with one, might and could be done with other metals 
more valuable. Then followed the scientific treatises 
of Smee, Shaw, Napier, and Watt on electro-motal- 

fm. L 



lurgy, which supplied the manufacturer of electroplated 
wares with practical information, to be made use of 
in the depositing room. 

The workmen and women employed in electroplate 
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manufacture occupy a high position among artizans. 
Tho business is a cleanly and healthy one. On 
examination it will be observed that one-sixth of the 
labour is performed by females 

Casters of German silver get from 85s. to 40^. ; 
fitters from 308. to 508.; stampers, 358. to 408.; 
polishers, 308. to 358. ; chasers, 308. to 50s. ; assistant 
depositors, SOs. ; engravers, 35s. to 50s. ; embossers, 
358. to 45s. Females: burnishers, 15s., 188., to 25«. 
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STEEL PENS. 

By George Lindsey (Birmingham), 

The modern implement for writing with a fluid is a 
very different thing to the pen of former times — the 
stylus and the calamus of the ancients, for example, 
which were used chiefly on the prepared bark of trees, 
palm leaves, or the papyrus of the Egyptians. Quill 
pens, still affected by a few old-fashioned penmen, only 
came into general use after the introduction of modern 
writing paper, and were made in imiuenso quantities 
from goose feathers, now utilized for other purposes in 
connection with the industrial arts. The English 
name “ pen ’’ is from the Latin penna, a feather. 

During the last century many experiments wore 
made to improve the quill pen, the great defect of 
which was found to be its constant liability to injury 
from mere ordinary use, and the trouble of frequent 
mending ; moreover, even the most skilful maker could 
not ensure uniformity of quality, and any variation in 
this respect affected the writer’s work. These efforts 
were chiefly directed to fitting small metal, or even ruby 
points, to the nib of the quill pen, but the fineness and 
delicacy of the operation were so great, that but very 
little success attended the experiments. The quill, 
however, is not altogether discarded. A pen formed of 
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tho goose quill, in the shape of a steel -pen nib, is at 
the present time extensively made in Paris, and com- 
monly used in England and the Colonies. The outer 
wing quills make the best i)ens of this kind, and some 
writers prefer them as a medium between the old style 
of quill pen and the steel pen. Ingenious machinery 
is used to manipulate the inat(U‘ial to advantage : a 
machine with guides and a small circular saw, having 
very fine teeth, slits the quill, tlie concave halves of 
which are afterwards 2 ')rcssed, pointed, and slit under 
dies, in the same mode as steel pens. No waste is 
permitted, the plume or feather portion of the quill 
being utilized in the manufacture of children's shuttle- 
cocks, or dyed and used by the makers of artificial 
flowers, &c. 

The steel pen is of comparatively modern invention. 
At the beginning of this century 2>ens began to bo 
mad(i wholly of metal ; they consisted of a barrel of 
very thin steel, and the nibs were cut and slit so as to 
resemble the quill pen as closely as i)ossiblo. The 
real inventor of the ‘‘ knitting needle of civilization,” 
as the steel pen has been not inaptly designated, has 
yet to be discovered. One of the earliest attempts to 
make a steel pen is attributed to William Gadbury, a 
mathematical instrument maker, who, for his own per- 
sonal use, constructed a somewhat clumsy article from 
the mainspring of a watch, out of which the two 
separate halves or nibs were formed, and these being 
brought together were secured by a small ring or band 
of metal. Another amateur, Daniel Fellows, of 
Sedgley, Staffordshire, is said to have been one of the 
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early metal pen makers, and a similar honour is like- 
wise claimed for a Sliefficld artizaii, whose; name, citlior 
from jealousy or forgetfulness, has not been recorded. 
The early history of steel pens is involveid in obscurity, 
but reasoning from j)robabilities, I should say that Bir- 
mingham may fairly claim tliat tlie steel 2 )eu was first 
lierfected by one of her manufactureu’s. 

A gi’eat scientist and theologian, ])r. Jose])h Priestley, 
was long resident in Birmingham, for whoso 2 )ersonal 
use a split-ring maker named Harrison made a steel 
pen, with wliicli the doctor wrote some of his famous 
polemical essays. It was rather rudely fashioned 
out of a i)ioce of steel formed into a tube, the lower 
part being filed away into the Bha])e of a p(;n, and the 
parts where the tube joined being hd't as the “ split.’' 
Years afterwards one of the men associated with 
Harrison in his s])lit-ring business — Mason by name — 
successfully embarked in the trade of i)en making, and 
the same manufacturer (now Sir Josiah Mason), after 
realizing an immense fortune, whieh he has set a])art 
to the founding of 8j)ccial educational and charitable 
institutions in the Midland metropolis, has just 
(January, 1876j retired from one of the largest pen 
factories in the world, which will henceforth be carried 
on under a limited liability company. 

The name of Gillott deserves to occupy a foremost 
place in connection with steel pens, for by his own 
individual skill and enterprise was the first great 
impulse given to the trade. The early metallic pens 
were of very indifferent quality, and exceedingly dear. 
Pens which sold at from C«. to 8«. per gross, forty 
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years ago, are now procurable for about half the number 
of pence, while wages have improved, owing to the me- 
chanical facilities of production. The chief fault of 
the first pens of metal was their hardness, which pro- 
duced a disagreeable scratching of the paper. As 
early as 1820, Mr. Joseph Gillott, who dealt in the 
metal pons then made, hit upon an improvement, 
which, by removing this great defect, gave a stimulus 
to the manufacture, and caused it to be developed to an 
extent truly marvellous. This improvement consisted 
in making three slits instead of the single one formerly 
used, and by this means much greater softness and 
flexibility wore acquired. 

At the time when Mr. Gillott commenced operations, 
much of the beautiful machinery now in use had yet 
to be invented, and was subsequently invented, and for 
the most part perfected by himself. There were no such 
things as the “ slip ” pen, which now constitutes the 
staple of the trade — the thin piece of metal “ raised 
from the flat. Gillott adapted the press to the making 
of pens ; he saw that this would enable him to dispense 
with most of the slow and laborious operations of 
pen making ; that it would be possible to cut out the 
blanks, slit them, bend the metal, stamp the maker’s 
name, and thus, by mechanical moans, render produc- 
tion at once rapid and certain. The metal had to be 
prepared by annealing, pickling, and rolling for the 
action of the press ; special dies had to bo made for 
each size of pen, and for each operation of stamping to 
which the “ blanks ” had to be submitted ; presses of 
improved construction — quick, light, easily worked, and 
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yot strong enough to strike a sharp, firm blow — had to 
be made. And when those difficulties wore overcome, 
there remained others not less fori nidiible— such as 
hardening and tempering the metal after quitting the 
press, rendering the newly-made pens flexible, so as to 
write easily, cleaning and polisliing them without in- 
juring their fineness, and coating them with some kind 
of varnish, so as to render them more presentable to 
the eye. 

This was the work which our great modern pen maker 
set himself to do; and wdth much ingenuity and un- 
flagging perseverance he accomplished it. By degrees 
the press was adapted to the cutting, slitting, bending, 
and marking processes; machinery was devised for 
cleaning and polishing the pens ; and experiments 
wore made with the different qualities of steel, and 
the various ways of preparing it for use. At last 
Mr. Gillott attained the degree of excellence which 
has become inseparably associated with his name ; and 
the trade ultimately reached the importance, perfec- 
tion, and extent which characterize it at the present 
day. 

Next to Mr. Gillott, perhaps, no one has done more 
to popularize the metallic pen than the well-known 
promoter of the “ Perryian System of Education,’* Mr. 
James Perry. The characteristic of the “ Perryian 
pens was to give to the steel pen the elasticity which 
BO closely approximates to the quill pen. Mr. Perry, 
with characteristic energy, almost forced the steel pen 
into use, when there were strong and deep-rooted 
prejudices against it. Commencing the manufacture 
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himself in London, about 1824, Perry patented several 
varieties known as “ Perryian Pens/’ It is stated on 
competent authority, that he used the best Sheffield 
“ ri]>bon ” sted, rolled out of wire, for which he paid 
1h, per lb.; that he paid as much as C)S\ per pen to the 
first person whom he employed to make liis pens, and 
for years afterwards the price given to his workmen 
was 36^)'. per gross. Since the year 1828 Perry was 
supplied with pens of first-class quality by a Birming- 
ham maker ( Josiah Mason) who was content for many 
years to obscure his own name under the mark of 
“ Perry and Co.” 

There are from twelve to twenty manufacturers of 
steel j)cns in Birmingham, which is now the head- 
quarters of the trade, some of them comparatively 
small firms ; indeed the larger houses, whose products 
are in repute in nearly every market at home and 
abroad, may be counted on the fingers of one hand. 
Those are Joseph Gillott and Sons; Perry and Co., 
Limited (embracing the late firms of Sir Josiah Mason, 
and A. Somerville and Co.); John Mitchell; William 
Mitchell ; and M. Turner and Co. The varieties of 
pens made by these manufacturers may be numbered 
by thousands, being of every size, shape, and finish. 
In some instances a single manufacturer has two or 
three thousand distinctive “ marks ” made for different 
buyers, who require their own names or devices im- 
pressed on the pens. 

The steel of which the pens are made is of Sheffield 
manufacture, a large proportion of it being supplied 
by Messrs. Jessop, It is cast steel of the best quality, 
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made from Swedish iron, so as to secure in its gra- 
nular structure peculiar density and coni 2 )actncss. 
These sheets are rolled in Biriningliain, and, as a rule, 
on the same premises where they ar(j to bo worked up ; 
they measure originally about 4 feet (J inches long by 
18 inches wide, and arc afterwards clipped across into 
short lengths from to 4^ inches w’ide. 

These strips are first of iill ])ack(ul in cast metal 
boxes, and jdaced in a inufHo or fnniace, wlierc the 
mass is heated to a whitci lieat. This is called an- 
nealing, a i>roccss which fits the metal foi* further 
treatment on its way to tlio })en maker. After twelve 
hours of this roasting, the strips are cooled and then 
placed in nwolving barrels, wh(;r(i, by the friction of 
metallic particles, tin- scales caused by tlie annulling, 
and the rough edges are removed. The sti'ips ar(^ 
next immersed for some hours in a j)ickle ” composed 
of dilute sulphuric acid, which clears away the scale 
and imparts an even surface to the nuital. 

The steel is now ready for the rolling mill. The 
rollers consist of metal cylinders revolving upon each 
other. A man and boy attend at each i>air of rolls, 
the first introducing the strip of st(iel b(itween the 
opposing surfaces, and the boy pulling it out consider- 
ably attenuated. From the first pair of rolls it passes 
through several others, until, having been reduced in 
thickness to about the y-Jiyth part of an inch, it as- 
sumes the requisite tenuity. Such is the degree of 
pressure employed, that the steel in passing through 
becomes hotter than it is sometimes convenient for 
unpractised hands to touch. At this stage the strip 



158 BRITTSn MANUFACTURTNG INDUSTRIES. 

of steel is precisely the thickness of a pen, is quite 
flexible, and has increased in length from 18 inches to 
4 feet 6 inches. 

The first process of manufacture now begins, and 
before the series of operations have been gone through, 
some fifteen or sixteen distinct processes have to be 
completed. The strip is carried to the cutting-out 
room, where the pen first assumes form and shape. 
Here a number of women and girls are seated at 
benches, cutting out, by the aid of fly-presses, the 
future pen from the ribbon of stool before them. This 
is done with great rapidity, the average product of 
an cx])ert hand being 200 gross, or 28,800 pens per 
day. Two pens are cut out of the width of the steel, 
the broad part to form the tube, if it is to be a barrel 
pen, and the points so cutting into each other, as to 
leave the least possible amount of waste. 

The “ blanks ” arc next taken to be pierced. The 
flat blanks are placed separately on a steel die, 
and, by a half circular action of a lever turning an 
upriglit screw, a fine tool is pressed upon the steel, 
and forms the delicate centre perforation and the side 
slits wliich give flexibility to the pen. All this time 
the metal is in its natural state of elasticity. It is 
necessary, however, that it should be rendered softer, 
and for this purpose the pens are again placed in the 
muffle to bo further annealed. 

Then comes the marking. On each side and down 
the middle of the room, a number of young women are 
seated at work, each of whom, while using her hands 
to properly adjust the pen and hold it in its place, 
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moves by the action of the foot a lever actuated by 
treadle and wheel, and this marks the 2)en. When 
it leaves the hand of the operator, the back of the pen 
is stamped with the name of a retail dealer at homo or 
abroad, a national emblem, an heraldic device, or the 
representation of some notability, foreign or domestic, 
according to the fashion of the day. The rapidity of 
this process is nearly equal to that of cutting out tho 
blanks, each workwoman marking many thousands of 
pens in a day. 

Up to this time the pen is flat. It has next to bo 
“ raised ” into the half-cylindrical form in wliich wo see 
the finished pen. The flat pen is placed in a groove, 
and a convex tool made to descend u2)on it, forcing it 
into the groove, by means of which it is bent into 
the required sliape. 

As a rule, the value of the pen depends very much 
upon the perfection of the slit. Those who can re- 
member the difficulty experienced in getting a perfect 
slit in a quill pen, can understand how much less easy 
it is to prevent the gaping of a metallic substance. 
The first preparatory process, after the pens leave tho 
raising room, is to return them once more to the 
muffle, into which they are introduced in small iron 
boxes with lids, and heated to a white heat. They 
are then drawn out and suddenly plunged into a large 
tank of oil, where, by tho chemical action of the liquid 
on the steel, the pens attain a degree of brittleness 
that makes them crumble to pieces when pressed 
between the fingers. Tho oil adhering to tho metal 
is subsequently removed by agitation in circular barrels 
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made of tin. The brittleness Las next to be corrected 
by a process of tempering. This is done by placing 
the pens in a cylindrical vessel, open at one end, 
and turned over a fire, somewhat like a domestic coffee 
roaster. The action of the heat gradually changes the 
colour of the j)ens, first from a dull grey to a pale 
straw colour, next to a brown or bronze, and then to 
blue — tlie latter betokening the highest degree of 
elasticity. 

The pens are still rough, being covered more or less 
with small metallic 2)articles. To remove this roughness 
they are placed in large tin cans, with sand, pounded 
crucible, or some similar substance. These cans arc 
made to revolve by steam power, until, by rubbing 
against eacli other, the i)cns are cleared from roughness, 
and are briglitened to the colour of jiolished steel. 

Another set of i)roce 8 ses now begins — those of grind- 
ing and slitting, also j)erformed by young women. 
The nib is ground by 2)icking up each pen with a pair 
of pliers, and aj)2dyiiig it with a single touch to a 
rapidly-revolving wheel coated with emery, first length- 
wise and then across the nib. This does for the pen 
the same service that tlie scraping of a quill with the 
penknife would do in the case of a quill pen, i. e. 
weakening certain parts to ensure uniform elasticity. 

Next comes the slitting, which is done wdth the 
press. In these presses the descending screw has an 
exactly corresponding chisel cutter, which passes down 
with precise accuracy, by which movement the slit is 
made and the pen is completed. 

There is yet something more to be done before the 
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manufactured goods arc ready for the warehouse — viz., 
the colouring the pens brown or blue. This is effected 
by placing them in a metal cylinder, which is revolved 
over a charcoal stove at a proper heat, and removing 
them the instant the desired tint is imparted. Bril- 
liancy of surface is then given by immersing the pens 
in a solution of shell-lac dissolved in naphtha, and after 
drying, they are ready to go to the hands of the work- 
women, whose duty it is to examine the work, throw out 
the pens which are defective, and count the remainder 
ready for the packers. 

The presses, tools, and other appliances required in 
the pen trade arc numerous and varied. In all well- 
regulated establishments, all these tools are made and 
repaired by special workmen on the premises. 

On reaching the warehouse, the pons are packed in 
neat little boxes, each containing one gross. These 
boxes are usually made in another part of the manu- 
factory, by a very simple but ingenious process. Suc- 
cessive layers of paper are 2)asted on to an oblong block 
of wood, and when the proper thickness is obtained, 
the outside ornamental layer having been added, the 
block is pressed on each of its sides with a sliding 
movement against a cutter of exactly the depth of the 
paper material, which is thus divided into box and lid, 
and the imprisoned mould set free. A glazed paper 
lining for the sides, made in a similar way, and exactly 
fitting the interior, is slipped into the box, forming a 
shoulder for the lid, and it is then finished. 

Pen-sticks or pen-holders are made by steam power, 
actuating a number of machines constructed for the 

M 
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purpose. Most of tlio large manufacturers of steel 
pens make tlieir own pen-holders ; others, in a smaller 
way, buy them ready made. The trees or logs of cedar, 
or otlicr suitable wood, having been sawn into boards, 
and again slit into thin square lengths, the rounding 
is managed by a machine in which a tube receives 
the end of each length, which, as it is drawn through 
to the other side, is subject to tlic paring of a couple 
of revolving blades. After this tlic matcjrial falls out 
at the other end perfectly cylindrical, although rather 
rough. The roughness is obviated by another similar 
machine, and a bundle of the long rods is then carried 
to a large mahogany slab, through a slit in which is 
seen about a third part of the disc of a circular saw'. 
The rods are laid flat upon the table, and brought 
against a gauge which regulates the length ; they are 
then pushed towards the saw and cut into sticks, a 
dozen or so at a time. These plain sticks have yet 
to receive the spiral pattern so much in vogue, to have 
the end which receives the holder reduced in size, and 
the other end rounded. These operations, when 
ajiplied to the commoner descriptions of pen-holders, are 
not efiected by cutting, but by pressing; and one machine 
suffices for the purpose. They are placed, about fifty 
at a time, in a receiver, and disappear one by one into 
a lower chamber, where the work is completed by dies, 
after w'hich the sticks make their appearance in rapid 
succession through a tube, and fall into a box beneath. 
They are afterwards polished and vaimished. The 
metal ends for the reception of the pen nibs are put on 
by hand. 
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Gold pons arc extensively made in Birmingham, and 
as they resist the corrosive action of the ink, they are 
exceedingly durable ; their durability is also greatly in- 
creased by tlie ingenious ])rocess of soldering on to the 
points of the nib minute particles of iridium, which, 
from their extreme hardness, resist wear for many 
years. Pens are also made in silver, zinc, amalgamatetl 
alloys, incorrodible platina, &c. Mr. W. E. Wiley, of 
the Albert Works, is tlu; largest maker of gold ])(;ns in 
Birmingham. Wdien the business of gold j>en making 
was introduced as a local industry l)y Mr. Wiley thirty 
years ago, the retail price of such pens was a guinea 
each. The first of Wiley’s gold ]>ens were retailed at 
58. each, and now enormous (juantities of gold pens are 
sold as low ns a shilling each. This is owing to the 
adoption of imjiroved machinery and a])}dianceB in 
the manufacture. At the time when gold 2 >ens 'worn 
first produced by Messrs. Mordan, of London, and for 
many years afterwards, the usual method of slitting 
the pens was with the aid of diamond dust — a very 
costly process, since its uncertainty, by occasionally 
cutting wide ga^is in the j^ens, caused no little waste 
of material. To remedy this, W’^ilcy introduced a 
system of cutting the slit by iu(;ans of emery on re- 
volving copper cutters, which has been practised ever 
since. This so cheapened the pro<l action, as to enable 
a good quality gold pen to bo sold retail at 5^., for 
which a guinea was formerly demanded. 

The same firm afterwards introduced a German 
silver, or white metal pen, known as the “ Perryian Bed 
Ink Pen,*’ which still has an enormous sale. At those 

If 2 
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works Messrs. Wiley make pen and pencil cases in gold, 
silver, aluminium, gold, ivory, and vulcanite, in all pat- 
terns, sliapcs, and sizes, and varying in price, from half- 
a-crown a gross for common articles, up to the most 
ornate and costly that can be imagined. Some ten or 
dozen years ago the projirietor commenced the employ- 
ment of ftiinale labour in his works, and with so much 
success that he has now U])ward8 of tlircc hundred girls 
trained to the work of making pencil-cases. The ma- 
ohinory has b(‘en specially adapted to this new order of 
things, and as th(r])eucil-cascs are all produced here 
on the interchangeable princijde, the facilities of pro- 
duction arc enormously increased. That these means 
to an end have solved a difficult problem, may be gleaned 
from the fact, tliat the weekly output of finished work 
at this establishment exceeds the possible production 
of all the pencil-case makers in the kingdom under 
the former system. Messrs. Wiley’s works are now 
carried on by IMessrs. Perry and Co., Limited, with 
Mr. Wiley as managing director. 
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PAI'IER MACnE. 

liv Lindsi.v (IliniiiiiL:i>:nn). 

Papier Machk (Fn ncli, signifyiiif' mashed or pulp 
paper), as a s])eci)il hniiKdi of maiinfa(;turiiig imliistry, 
has been known in Europe for ii])wards of a century. 
Its use was probably first suggtisicMl by some of the beau- 
tiful productions of Scindt^ and oilier jiarts of India, 
where it is larg(;ly eniploy(!<I in the fabri(‘ation of boxes, 
trays, and such-like artichis of domestic emjdoyment, as 
well as in China and da])an. In Franci' its value was 
practically recf»gnizcd at an early jHiriod, and the secret 
of its manufacture was subsecjucntly im})arted by a 
French workman named Lefevre to one Martin, a Ger- 
man varnish maker, who attained considerable fame as 
the first maker of papier mache snufl'-boxes, wbicli, 
under the name of “ Martin s,” became popular all over 
EurojK). The im]M>rtation of jiajuer imiche goods from 
France into Prussia was at one time so extensive that 
Frederick 11. conceived and curried out, in 17G5, 
the idea of establishing a manufactory in Berlin. The 
trade soon extended from the 1‘russian capital into 
several other German States, in all of which it was 
successfully practised, though it must be acknow- 
ledged that the articles produced in papier mache at 
this period were of the simplest and rudest description^ 
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Papier niaclie was originally introduced into England 
as a material for making trays, with a view to enable 
our manufacturers to compete with the productions then 
largely imported from Japan. I ladievc that the real 
Japaiujse trays are made of wood, which possesses the 
very dc'sirablc quality of not b(‘ing liable to warp; 
the best trays are covered witli a jaeuliar kind of 
canvas, to whicli a coating of varnisli is applied. The 
varnish emp]('y(‘d is prepared from tlie sinij)le juice of 
a certain tree indigenous to the country, and it is said 
that the lujat. of tlie sun is sufficient to dry it. 

The Japanese method of manufa(*luring trays, how- 
(^ver, like most of the native industries of the East, 
is shrouded in mystery, and as yet tlio “ outer bar- 
barians resident in otlier [)ai*ts of tlie world know but 
V(U’y little about it. 

About the middle of the last century, Mr. Henry 
Clay, who was formerly an apprentice to the celebrated 
John Baskerville, of Birmingham, conceived the idea, 
that if sheets of paper wore carefully pasted together 
upon a mould, either of metal or wood, an article 
might bo produced which would successfully compete 
with Japanese work. Clay mado experiments in this 
direction, which emboldened him in 1772 to take out 
a patent for “ making in paper, high- varnished panels 
or roofs for coaches and all sorts of wheel carriages 
and sedan chairs, panels for rooms, doors, and cabins 
of ships, cabinets, bookcases, screens, chimneypieces, 
tables, tea-trays, waiters,"’ dc. A contemporary record 
of the period says : “ These articles are heightened 
with an elegance of decoration, which for design and 
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execution arc wliolly unequalled.” The inventor of the 
new material claimed tliat it could be sawn, plaiunl or 
turned like wood, and that after being japanned, it could 
bo brought uj) to the highest polish by frieiion with 
the human hand. Some of tln^ artickis manufaciunHl by 
Mr. Clay are in use at tlie j)resent tinu‘, and tln\v fully 
bear out the character for durability wliich he claimed 
for his material. The result of Clay’s discovery was 
a princely fortune for the invtuitor, and from liis 
enterprise tin; pai>ier imiche trad(‘ in England may bo 
said to have originated. 

There are several varieties of papier niuehe known 
to tlie trade, each dilfering from the other in quality, 
materials, and mode of manufacture, according to th(; 
purposes for wliieh the manufactured substance is re- 
quired. TIkjsc may be classilhd, as follows: 

1. Sheets of paper pasted together over variously 
shaped cortis or moulds of metal, according to Clay’s 
invention. 

2. Thick sheets or boards, produced by pressing 
ordinary paper pulp between dies. 

3. Fibrous slab, which is made of the coarse varie- 
ties of fibre only, mixed with some oartliy matter, and 
certain chemical agents introduciod for the purpose of 
rendering the mass incombustible ; a cementing size, 
is added, and the whole well kneaded togetlujr with 
the aid of steam. The mass is passed repeatedly 
through iron rollers, which operation serves to squeezi? 
it out to a perfectly uniform thickness, and the sub- 
stance is then dried at a proper tenqxjraturo. 

4. Carton Pierre, — This, although often confounded 
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with papier mache, is quite a different article. In its 
composition carton picrremorc nearly resembles plaster 
than paj)ier rnaehe, and, although stronger, is much 
heavier. It is made of pulp paper mixed with whiting 
and glue, pressed into jdaster piece moulds, backed 
with paper, and, when sufficiently set, hardened by 
drying in a hot room. 

5. Ceramic Pajner Mdrhe (Martin's 2)atcnt), a modern 
composition, which consists of paper pulp, resin, glue, 
drying oil, and sugar of lead, mixed in certain pro- 
portions, and kneaded togetlier. This composition 
is extremely ])lastic, and may be worked, })re8sed, or 
moulded into any required form. The last-named 
material has been largely utilized in the production 
of cornices, capitals, plasters, and mouldings for archi- 
tectural decoration, &c. 

A patent non-c(jnductiug pajjier mache for covering 
steam boilers, steam co 2 )])ers, j)ipos, &c., has lately been 
introduced with success by Mr. M. Keenan, of London. 
This article is of great practical value to engineers, 
since it adheres to vessels of every sha 2 )e and in every 
2)Osition without any external casings ; and it not only 
prevents the radiation of heat and condensation of 
steam, but effects a large saving in fuel and labour. 

On the expiration of Clay’s j^^^tent, other manu- 
facturers took up the trade, and, in addition to the pro- 
duction of finished articles of use and ornament, 
commenced the manufacture of papier mache tray 
blanks, which they supplied to the japanners, who 
converted them by the ordinary i^roccss of ornamen- 
tation into finished goods. From one of these manu- 
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facturing firm 8 sprang tlic justly celebrated house of 
Jennens and Betteridgo. Sixty years ago, when 
Messrs. Jennens and (;0. coinmcncod business in 
Birmingham, they were shar})- sighted enough to 
discover bow valuable this material would lx? for the 
production of furiiitnn;, desks, inkstands, writing folios, 
workboxes, and a variety of otlier fancy articles ; and, 
carrying out this idea, aidixl by tlie l>08t artistic talent 
in the trade, so far as regards ornamentation, this firm 
was enabled for many years to j)lacc in the market a 
constant succession of ]>a]>ier iiiache wares of the most 
exquisite form and finish. 

Birmingham was not alone in this department of 
manufacturing ent(.:rpriHi\ The manufacture of papier 
niache was introduced very early in the j)reKent century 
into Wolverliampton, first of all at tlio Old ilall, by 
the firm of By ton and 'Walton, and was developtjd 
by them into a large and important branch of trade, 
especially in trays of ditferent Bliaj)es, waiters, and 
bread-baskets. 

The mode of manufacturing the “ blanks ” may be 
briefly described as follows: 

In the manufacture of real (i. c., pasted) papier mache 
trays, the paper employed is of the very best and most 
exjHinsive description, specially mixed and sj)ecially 
made for that trade alone. It is of a grey 8 {>ougy 
texture, and is chiefly obtained from Farn worth Mills, 
Lancashire. 

The moulds ufikjd were formerly of wood ; they are 
now generally made of cop])er or tinned iron. The 
sheets of pajKr intended to make the trays are well 
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soaked in a very strong })aste made of superfine flour 
and Ix^st glue ; four tliicknesses of paper, tboroiiglily 
saturated with this paste, are put loosedy together ; 
they are then j)hieed upon the mould, wliieh has been 
previously well greased with Eussian tallow, and 
worked into sha])(^ with tlie fingers of the operator. 
Tlie extra paste is skilfully (^xmhal at the edges by 
means of a siiiall trowel, so as to leave no interstices 
by wliieli air bubbles could form betwec'ii the dilFercnt 
layers. The mould with the thicknesses of paper upon 
it is tlicn j)laced in a stove, heated to about 120 , to 
dry ; and when the moisture is c()m])letely driven off, 
tlie mass is again subjected to the same jirocess, which 
is repeated on each successive layer, until the required 
tliickn(!ss is produced. 

The next ojieration is to dip these tray blanks in a 
composition, tlie nature of which varies in diflerent 
cstablishmc'iits, and this process has the eflect of solidi- 
fying and hardening the material. The blanks are 
next dried in a hot stove ; they arc then taken to the 
making-up shop, and are planed and filed, until the 
surface is perfectly flat and the edges made perfectly 
true. The tray blank is now finally shaped, ready for 
the black stove, an operation with which everybody is 
doubtless familiar. 

The exquisitely smooth surface of papier mache is 
duo to the fact, that the several coats of varnish are 
rubbed down with pumice stone, much in the same 
way as the outer surface of a coach-body is treated by 
the coachmaker. When the black stoving is com- 
pleted, the trays are polished by hand, women labour 
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being cxclnsivclj employed fertile purpose; and at this 
stage the blank is ready to pass into tlie bands of the 
decorative* artist, to receive the pattern or design which 
it is intended to bear. 

In the ornamentation of jiapicr niache goods, both in 
Birmingham imd Wolverhamjiton, the practice is to 
employ the higlicst available talent. T know several 
gentlemen of high jnesition as artists, obtaining almost 
fabulous sums for their jiaintings, who owe tludr intro- 
duction to fame, and more than that, tlu.’ir rapidity of 
execution at the easel — as important to the japaiiner as 
the painter — to the syshanatic training and instruction 
which tln^y obtained, while jmictically emjdoyed as work- 
men in tin* ja])an shops of Birmingham and its neighbour 
town. Bird, who rose to be a Hoyiil Academician, was 
originally a workman at the Old Hall, Widvcjrhampton, 
and specimens of his very earliest attempts at painting 
are now in the jiossossion of Mr. Frederick Walton, 
the present j»ropri('tor of the works, in which the manu- 
facture of high-class jiapior uiaehe goods is still carried 
on. 

For many years, domestic articles manufactured from 
papier maehe were admitted to vie in excellence and 
beauty of design with those produced' in any branch of 
the ceramic art. But unfortiinatoly the trade, espe- 
cially as regards “ fancy ” articles, fell into the hands 
of retailers, who thought more of buying cheap and 
showy goods, than in selling a class of products, which 
would have been a credit to them as salesmen, and a 
source of satisfaction to those who purchased them. 
The greatest blow to the trade, however, was the in- 
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troduction of a very cbcap matorial, made from Bcrap- 
paper of the commonest kind and of every description. 
These “ paper ” articles were made, in fact, of pulp, 
under heavy pressure, and althougli tliey could he pro- 
duced in large quantities, at very little cost, they were 
found to be totally unworthy of the name of papier 
mache. 

The decorative proc(‘8S(!S employed u])on papier 
mache ware have been the subject of numerous 
patented invemtions, a large ])rop()rtion of whicli have 
been abandoned or superseded by otlicrs of a more 
practical or more remunerative cliaracter. The more 
artistic of these new styles of ornamentation were 
applied almost exclusively to the best work. In 1825 
Jennens and Betteridge to(>kout a patent for a j)roccs8 
of “inlaying ” pearl sliell on papier mache, the inven- 
tion of one of their workmen named Soutcr. This 
ornamentation was very effective when ai)plied to trays, 
hand-screens, workboxes, card -racks, &c. The pearl 
ornaments were made from thin larninm of shell, from 
one-hundreth to one- fortieth 2 >art of an inch in thick- 
ness; a patch of iJcarl was stuck with varnish to the 
article about to be ornamented, the design being pen- 
cilled on the i)earl with a “ stojvout ” varnish, permit- 
ting the parts of the pearl not so protected to bo eaten 
away by the aj)plication of nitric acid. The various 
patches of pearl being so treated, the surface of the 
article was blacked all over, and the su|>erfluous varnish 
afterwards removed with j)umice-stone and the orna- 
ments displayed. The object was then polished with 
rotten-stone, and thus fitted to receive the additional 
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gold or other enriehinent. Tlio beauty of this stylo of 
ornamentation was shown to great advantage in birds, 
sprigs, and other designs scattered over tlu' surhieo of 
the article, which was treated entirely wiiliout colour, 
and was at once chaste, neat, and diii’ablo. 

In 1832 another style of ornaiiuintation was intro- 
diic(id by the same firm. This was originated by 
Edwin llaseler, who, having just eoinph'ted his ap- 
prenticeship with Jcnincns and B(itt( ridg(\ then began 
his career ns a workman with an im])rov(‘d style of 
flower painting. Up to that period tin; flowers intro- 
duced uj)on pa] )ier inaclie were not imitations of nature, 
but a sort of Chinese im]»asto ornaiiKint. Natural 
flowers were now j)aint(‘d ujton tlic e(Uitr(i of the article, 
to which was given a bordei* of liglit ornamental gold- 
work, at once chaste and beautiful. This was re- 
garded by the trad(‘ as a bold st( p, but it seemed to 
hit the i>iiblic taste, and the patterns i)ut into the 
market continued to sell freely for nearly thirty 
years. 

The desire to jwodiice something now, induced Mr. 
Farmer, of Birmingham, in 1844, to associate electro- 
deposit medallions with papier niuehe in salvers, card- 
baskets, portfolios, &c. ; and a yc^ar or two later a new 
style of pearl-shell decoration l>ehind glass was intro- 
duced by Mr. Jo 8 e 2 )h Gibson. In 1845 a new and plea- 
sing style of ornamentation of papier niaclie articles was 
adopted at the Old Hall Works previously mentioned, 
and hod a marvellous run for a number of years. This 
was the selection of interior and exterior views of the 
old baronial halls of England, and the various cathe- 
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(Irals. Those subjects were produced principally in 
bronze, finished in gold and colours, the figures being 
delicately painted in oil. In this series, by the imita- 
tion of stained glass windows of cathedrals, &c., the 
efiects produced were remarkably good. These oftects 
were obtained by the judicious use of transparent 
colours upon pure gold and silver. Landscapes, too, 
were admirably rtaulercd in the same material, the skies 
in particular being singularly efiective and natural. 

Each and all these new methods of decoration in- 
volvcid mere or less the employment of hand labour. 
Other inventors, however, were soon ready with methods 
for the multi])lication, almost indefinitely, of various 
styles of ornamentation by mechanical means. In 
1852 Mr. Ilaseler, of Wolverhampton, ])atented what 
was called “ the negative process, for pro<lucing oma- 
mentation in burnished gold ujum ja}>anned or other 
bright surfaces.” By this means a full finish was im- 
parted to the ornament. The pattern was i)roduced 
from an mi})rcssion taken ofi* on previously prepared 
thin paper, from a lithograjdiic stone or co])perplato — 
properly designated a najative design — i. c., the sur- 
roundings of the ornaments (the parts that are not 
required to bo in gold) only being transferred. After 
the negative was transferred to the surface of the object, 
it was covered all over with leaf gold, the size being com- 
posed chiefly of isinglass and water, and when dry the 
whole surface was rubbed over with spirits of turpentine, 
which dissolved the “ stop ” underneath the gold, leav- 
ing the parts which the transfer had not touched, sharp, 
clear, and perfectly finished. This process was worked 
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satisfactorily for some years by one of tlic loading 
houses ill Wolvorlmnijiton. Mr. C. Brc'osc'S i«v('iitioxi 
patented about the saiue time, was so far dissimilar, as 
to be absoluU'ly the reverse of ]fas(der jiatent. 
Brecse first gilded the siirfaci*. to be oriuinuiit(Ml,uri(l u])on 
that surface transferred tlic ornament which he wished 
to ap2>ear, taking the superfluous gold oil* first with 
water, then removing the transfm* “ stop ” with s])irits 
of turjKintine. Ilaseler’s invention was doubtless the 
more sim]de, bccausi; in his process tliere was only one 
clearing oll'—tlie one ap]dication of turpentine taking 
away both the gold and the “stop wdth the Breesi; 
process, W'ater was requisite to take aw'ay th(j gold, and 
turpentiiKJ to ch-ar away tln^ “ st(»j).’' JhiMistf's patiuit 
was applied alums t (ixcliisively to glass and porcelain 
sui*faces. 

{Shortly after the introduction of the* elieapiir kind 
of material already described as a morbid tastiJ 
arose in the Birmingham jajian trade for phunng great 
blotches of pearl ujion articles made of fuilp, and 
finishing them in the gaudiest of colours. Nothing in 
worse taste could imssibly l>e conceived. Certain 
manufacturers finding it more jirofitahle, for the 
moment, turned their attention to and encouraged 
the production of their meretricious d(;coratioii, to the 
neglect of better and mure carefully studieil work ; and 
|>carl landscapes, pearl ruins, and pearl flowers and 
fruit seemed destined to supersede tln^ admirable 
artistic jiroductious of such men as Ilaschfr, McCallum, 
Staiiier, and others of a like calibre. Under these cir- 
cumstances, some twenty years ago, trained workmen 
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had the painful alternative cither to pander to a de- 
praved and vulgar taste or leave the trade. The former 
course was pursued by some of the artisans, while 
others honourably and profitably turned their attention 
to other more genial occu])atioiis. 

But while this tendency to over-elaboration of 
ornament, fostered principally by the production of 
goods for the United States and other foreign markets, 
was undermining the trade, there were other mis- 
chievous influences at work in the same direction. The 
public had been taught to believe that in purchasing 
papier niache or pulp wares— for the two totally dis- 
tinct fabrics are still ignorantly supposed to be one 
and the same— the quantity of material was the test of 
value, and they naturally asked for more pearl and 
more gold. To enable the manufacturers to comply 
with this demand, the extra cost of material had to 
be met by a reduction in the price of the workman's 
labour, and further disregard for the quality of the 
work, so that eventually children came to be employed 
very largely as ornamenters. 

For these reasons the trade in real papier mache 
was long in a declining state. It is now in a more 
hopeful condition. Within the last two years a fresh 
demand for the best description of papier mach6 has 
sprung up, and still continues. At length purchasers 
refuse to invest their money in elaborate examples 
produced in a depraved taste and vicious style, regard- 
less of the material of which they are made and the 
purpose for which they are intended. This wholesome 
change is much appreciated by the better class of 
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manufacturers, and is fostered and encouraged by them 
with most beneficial results. The firm of eTcunciis and 
Bettoridgo no longer exists, but aiiotlior loading Bir- 
mingham house — that of McCallurn and Ilodson— 
successfully imitates those worthy pioneers of high 
art in the better stylo and ornamentation of this class 
of ware. 

The old showy, gaudy, unnatural stylo of flower 
decoration will now only sell, at most unromunerative 
prices, among the lower classes of society in Europe, and 
among the uncivilized masses in other countries. Tho 
styles now in vogue are chaste and decided in char- 
acter, such as the Grecian, or Etruscan, or Persian ; or 
if pearl inlaid, very neat narrow pearl lines and orna- 
ments. A good demand for best finished goods is now 
springing up, and tho trade is in a more healthy and 
thriving condition than it has boon for many years. 
Artistic, really clever men, who can produce novelties 
and well-executed designs, are at a premium, and can 
obtain very high wages. 

Oddly enougli, papier mache trays of tho forms and 
shapes that were popular half a century ago, arc in 
renewed demand at tho present day, and stranger still, 
the ornamentation on these trays has once more re- 
verted to the old Japanese stylo of enrichment, in 
which Booth, the artist (the father of John Wilkes 
Booth), who worked as a japanner at the Old Hall, was 
never excelled. 

The number of workpeople employed in this trade 
in Wolverhampton is about 600, chiefly in the decora- 
tive, polishing, and finishing branches. A few chairs, 

H 
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calbinets, and pianos are made in London ; but the 
great seat of tbc trade is Birmingham. The papier 
mache manufacturers in the latter place are not more 
than twelve, some of them very small employers of 
labour; the number of hands is probably 750, com- 
prising men, women, and boys, the latter as apprentices 
in learning the art of painting or gold ornamentation, 
women in the stoving and polishing, and men in cabinet 
making and decorating, and lining with silk velvet, &c. 

Papier macho ornamentation, as applied to archi- 
tectural designs and enrichments, received a consider- 
able impetus from the patented inventions of Mr. 
Bielefeld, now carried on by the London Papier Mache 
Company, Limited, at their steam mills, Staines, 
Middlesex. Builders and architectural decorators 
have not been slow to avail themselves of the adapta- 
tion of papier mache to the purposes of decoration, 
since it is found to add so much to the finish and 
market value of houses and public buildings. The 
variety of purposes to which this class of papier m^he 
can be advantageously applied is almost innumer- 
able. For example, it is expressly made for bosses, 
brackets, canopies, cantilevers, capitals of columns and 
pilasters, caryatides, ceilings, ceiling flowers, chimera, 
chimney-pieces, consoles, corbels, cornices, enrich- 
ments, festoons, finials, flowers, frames, friezes, fur- 
niture, leaves (from nature), mouldings, organ cases, 
panels (Gothic), paterae, pendants, picture frames, 
pinnacles, royal arms (various), rosettes, screens, 
scrolls, sculpture (copied), tables, termini, tracery, 
trusses, ventilators, window cornices, &c. The leading 
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articles in this category are the centre flowers for 
ceilings ; these arc, in common with corresponding 
fittings, from designs by high-class artists, architects, 
and sculptors, and all are characterized by sharpness 
of outline, deep undercuttings, and a consequent rich- 
ness of effect entirely unknown in plaster, and not 
unfrequently equal to the highest order of carving and 
sculpture. 

No other material is so eminently adapted for these 
purposes as papier mache. It is found to combine the 
qualities of slight pliability with lightness and extreme 
hardness ; it is tough, durable, and economical, and 
without tendency to chip, warp, shrink, or fracture ; 
and it may be steamed to almost any shape or curve* 
The forms into which it is manufactured possess all 
the characteristics of the finest wood carving, with 
remarkable force and boldness of relief, while, being 
devoid of the grain of the wood, it is not liable to split 
or sustain injury. 

The processes of manufacture, as carried on at the 
Company’s mills, are very simple. The material 
used is the best brown paper (old) for the strong or 
back stuff, and the best white for the facing material, 
which is put on at a second pressing. The paper and 
ingredients are placed in a mixer, and thoroughly well 
churned up, and afterwards rolled out in sheets, which 
are placed in metal dies and pressed, either by screw 
or hydraulic power ; the ornaments are then dried in 
a hot room, and afterwards trimmed. The larger 
ornaments, centre flowers, &c., are of course pressed in 
parts and afterwards joined up by “ mounters.” This 
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pressing involves the use of some 50 tons of dies, chiefly 
of brass and typo metal, prepared at a cost of 30,000?., 
and a great many tons of largo plaster moulds. The 
mixing, rolling, wood-cutting, and other machinery are 
driven by steam power ; the drawing and modelling, 
requiring a high class of skilled labour, are done on 
the premises ; and there is a separate foundry shop 
for the preparation of the dies, which require careful 
chasing up before being used. The subsequent gilding» 
colouring, bronzing, &c., of the work is done in a 
separate department. It is marvellous how readily 
papier mache can, without ‘‘ stopping ’’ or preparation, 
be gilded, silvered, painted, or bronzed. The art of 
bronzing upon this substance has been brought to 
very great jierfection, and is applied here with such 
success to bas-reliefs, brackets, figures, &c., that the 
difference between the metal and the bronze papier 
mache is very difficult to detect, and almost impossible 
to define. Majolica is also imitated with even greater 
success, the special treatment bringing up the grada- 
tions in shade and colour so faithfully as to defy de- 
tection, Ornaments prepared in this way may be 
washed and cleaned without detriment to the fabric. 


LONDON : rRINTED BY EDWARD STANFORD, 65, CHARING CROSS. 



OcTOiJKii, 1876 . 


SELECTED LIST 

OP 

EDWARD STANFORD’S PUBLICATIONS, 

66, CHARING CROSS, LONDON. 


I’lOoIiS. 

ADDERLEY.-<'<'I/>NIAL POLK’Y ami IIISTOnV-KKVlKW of “Tho 
COLONIAL POLICY OK LOUD .1. PUSSKLI/S ADMINISTRATION, BY 
KARL ( i IlK Y, I Hf>:{ ” uml ol SIMJSIa^U LXT ( '( »LON I AL H IS rOK Y. iJy tho 
Right Hull. Sir IS. ADi)i-r.i>KV, ILC.M.sL, M.I’. Demy Hvo, doth, Dji. 

ANSTIE.-Tin; ( '( >AL FIKLDS OF (J LOl ICKSTKUSHI RK AN D SOM KRSFT. 
SFliUK, AND TIlFli: llFSOF UCKS. iSy .L.hn Anstii:. IS. A.. F.O.S., Ass, 
Inst. Civil Kiiginocr.s, &c. With 'I'ahlcs amt Sections. Imperial 8vo, doth, tts. 

ANTHEOPOLOaiCAL NOTES and aUERIES. For the Uw of 

Travellers and llesldfnts in llncivilized Lands. Drawn U|> by a INminiittec 
appointed by tlie Hritish Association lor the Advancement of Science. Fcap, 
8vo, cloth, leatlior back, 5.s. 

BAEFF.-LIiFMKNTAllY dlKMISTRY. P.v F. S. IJarif, M.A., Christ’s 
College, Cambridge ; Professor ot Chemistry at the Royal Academy of Arts. 
With Illustrations. Fcap. svo, cloth, l.s. Gd. 

BEVAN.-rOLRlSTS* (JITIDK TO TllK COUNTY OK KIONT. By 0. 
Phillips Ukvan, F.<ji.S, With Map and Tw<i Plans. Fcap. «vo, limp cloth, 2s. 

BELLAMY.-TABLFS FOR TIIF USK OF KNCINKKItS AND ARCIII- 
TECTS in Taking out QUANTITIES of MASONRY, IRONWORK, Ac. By 
C. J. Bkllabiy, C.E, Royal .svo, cloth, 15.^. 

BOWRING.-The DECIMAL SYSI’EM, in NUMBERS, COINS, and 
ACCOUNTS. By the late Sir John Bowkikd, LL.D. .Illustrated with 220 
Engravings of Coins, Ancient and Modern. Post svo, cloth, 4s. 

BRAZILIAN COLONIZATION, horn an EUROl’EAN I'OINT of 
VIEW. By JacauiI Awsu. liemy .svo, cloth, 25. Cd. 

COOTE.— THREE MONTHS In the M EmTERUANE AN. By Walter Coote. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

CRACROFT’S INVESTMENT TRACTS.-AMERICAN KAIL 

WAYS AS INVESTMENTS. By Rourkt Gikkicn. Dedicated to the 
Members of the London Suick Exchange. Fourth Edition. Is. 

THE TRUSTEES’ GUIDE; A SYNOPSIS of the Ordinary Powers of 

Trustees in regard to investments with Practical Directions and Tables of 
Seenrities. By Beunako Cuacuuft. Twelfth Edition, enlarged. Fcap. 4to, 
cloth, 7s. 6d. 

INVESTORS’ AND SOUCITORS’ MEMORANDUM BOOK. Third 

Edition. 5s. 


Edward Stanford, 55, Charing Gross, London. 



2 


SELECTED LIST. 


DUN.-BIUTISH n/lNKING STATISTICS; with Remarks on the Bullion 
Resc'rvci and Non- Legal -Tender Note Circulation of the United Kingdom. By 
John Dun, General Manager of Parr's Banking Company, Limited. Demy 
8vo, Os. 

DE RICCI.— FfTI : Onr New Province in the South Seas. By J. II. Dk Riccr, 
F.R.C.S., n.M.’s Attorney-Cretieral for Fiji; Author of ‘How about Fiji.-*' 
^V'’ith two Maps. Large po.st Hvo, clotii, 9s. 

DREW. -THE JUMMOO AND KASHMIR TERRITORIES. A Geogra- 
phical Account, By Fredkric Ditrw, F.R.G.S., F.G.S., Associate of the 
Royal School of Mines; late of the Mahart^ja of Kashmir’s Service. Illustrated 
by Six F(dding Coloured Map.s, numerous Plates and Folding Sections. 
Medium 8vo, cloth, 42s. 

EDWARDS.-TIIE GERMANS IN FRANCE. Notes on the Method and 
Conduct of the invasion; the Belations totween Invaders and lnvad(‘d; and 
the Modern Usages of War. By H. Suthki{LAKI) Edwards. Post 8vo, cloth, 
10s. 6d. 

ELEMENTARY ATLASES ;- 

ELEMENTARY PHYSICAL ATIjAS, intended chiefly for Map-Drawing, and 
the study of the Great Physical Features and Relief Contours of the Con- 
tinent, with an Introduction to serve as a Guide for Iwtli purposes. By the 
Rev. J. P, Fauntiiokpe, M.A., F.R.G.S., Principal of Whitelunds Training 
College. Seventh lOditiou, Iti Maps, printed in Colour, with descriptive 
Letterpress. Price 4s. 

OUTLINE AT li AS.— Containing Sixteen Maps, intended chiefly for use with 
the ‘ Elementary Physical A tla.s.’ By the Bev. J. P, FArNTnoui’E, M.A., 
F.R.G.S., Principal of Whitelands Training College. Coloured Wrapper, Is. 
PROJECTION ATLAS.— Confining Sixteen Plates of Projections. Intended 
chiefly for use wdth the ‘ Physical Atla.';.’ By the Rev. j. P. Fauntiiokpe, 
M.A., F.R.G.S., Principal of Whitelands Training College. Coloured 
Wrapper, is. 

BLANK SHEETS for MAPS.— Sixteen l/^avesof BlankPaper for Map-Drawing. 
Intended chiefly for use with the ‘ Elementary Physical Atlas.’ By the Rev. 
J. P. Fauntiiorpe, M.A., F.R.G.S., Principal of Whitelands Training Col- 
lege. Coloured Wrapper, 6d. 

PHYSIC.'Mj ATLAS.— A Series of Twelve Maps for Map-Drawing and 
E.xamination. By Charles Bird, B. A., F.R.A.S., Science Master in the 
Bradford Grammar School. Royal 4to, stiff boards, cloth back, 4s, 6ci. 

EVILL.-A WINTER JOURNEY to ROME and BACK. With Glances at 
Strasburg. Milan, Florence, Naples, Pompeii, and Venice. Third Edition, with 
Map and Appendix. Crown 8vo, doth, 4fi. 6<i. 

FOSTER. -MANUAL of GEOGRAPHICAL PRONUNCIATION and ETY- 
MflLOGY. By A. F, Foster, A.M., Author of ‘A General Treatise on 
Geography,’ &c. Ninth Edition. Fcap. 12mo, limp cloth, 2s. 

Q-AWLER.— BUvHlM: With Hints on Mountain and Jungle Warfare. By 
Colonel J. C. Gawlek, F.R.G.S., late Deputy Adjutent-General in India. With" 
Map and Illustrations. Demy 8vo, paper, 3s. ; cloth, 3s. Qd, 

GILL.— CHEMISTRY for SC1IOUI.S : an Introduction to the Practical Study of 
Chemistry. By C. IIauohton Gill, late Assistant Examiner in Chemistry at 
the University of London. Third Edition. One Hundred Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 


Edward Stanford, 55, Charing Cross, London. 



BOOKS. 3 


GEEEN’. -VESTIGES of the MOLTEJf GLOB?; aa Exliihii.'d in the Figure of 
the Earth, Volcanic Action, aiul iMiysiograjiliv'. By William Lowiiiian 
GitKKN, Minister of Foreign Aifalrs to the King ot the Sandwich Islands. Ocuiy 
8vo, cloth, tis. 

HOLDSWOBTH.-DEEP-SEA FlSIliNi7 and FISHING BOATS. An 
Account of the Practical Working otthe various Fisheries carriwi on ai oiind the 
British Islands. With illustrations and Descriptions of tlie Fishing Boats, Nets, 
and other gear In use; and Notices of the I'rlncipai hishing Stations in ihe 
Unitc'd Kingdom. By PIdmuno W. H. Holusw'Outii, F.L.S., F.Z.S., Ac., late 
Secretary to the Iloyal Sea Fislu'ries Commls.'^ion. Medmin svo, clolli, 1!U'. 

HULL. -COAL FIELDS of GJtEA7' BBITAIN ; their Hi^ory, Striietiire, and 
Resources; with Notices ol tlie Coal h'ields of other parts ol the World. By 
Itow'AUi) Hlll, M.A., F.R.S., Director of the Geological Survey of Ireland, 
Professor of Geology in the Royal College of Science, Jliiblin, Ac. Witli Maps 
and Illustrations, 'J’hird Edition, revised and enlaiged. Demy Hvo, clotli, lG.s. 

JENKINSON.-PRACTICAI. GUIDE to the ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT. 
With Nine Maps and Three Panoramic Vh'ws. Witli Chapters on J/ical Names 
—Meteorology, Geology, and Botany. F’iltli iildltion. ?'cap. 8vo, cloUi, G.f. 

'I'he SEcnuKS separately ; Keswick— Wimirumuhic and Lanodalr— 
CoNisTON, Butticrmkre, and WASTWA'iEU— G kasmkee and Ullswatek, With 
Alaps, price Is. 6ti. each. 

SMALLER PKACnCAL GUIDE to the ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT: 

Fcap. 8vo, \s ith Map, Is. 6d. 

PRACTK’AL GUIDE to the ISLE OF MAN, With Chapters on Local 

Names, Mineralogy, Civil History, Ecclesiastical History, Geology, Botany, 
Zoology, Agriculture, Coiumercc, and Sea Troul-Iishing. With Map. Fcap. 
8 VO, clotli, 6a. 

SMALLER PRACTICAL GUIDE to the ISLE OF MAN. With Map. 

Fcap. 8VO, 2s. 

PRACTICAL GUIDE to CARLISL?; GILSLAND, the ROMAN W'ALL, 

and NEIGHBOURHOOD. By H. J, JEKKi.SbON. With ChapP-rs on Local 
Names, Geology, Mineralogy, Botany,and Entomology. Map and Frontispiece. 
Fcap. 8 VO, cloiii, 5s. 

SMALLER PRAUriCAL GUIDE to CARLISLE and NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

With Map. leap. 8vo, 2s. 

PRACTICAL GUIDE to the ISLE OF WIGHT. With Chapters on Local 

Names, History, Mineralogy, Ardia*ology, Ifotany, Geolog.y, Natural Hisiory, 
Commerce, Agriculture, Sea Fishing, and Yachting. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, with 
Frontispiece and 6 Maps, 5«, 

— SMALLER PRACTICAL GUIDE to the ISLE OF WIGHT. With Two 
Maps. Fcap. 8vo, 2s. 

* KING.— VIRGIL'S iENFIID: Translated into EnglLh Verse by the Rev. J. M. 
King, Vicar of Cutcorabe, late Scholar ol Ball. Coll., Oxon. Second Edition. 
Crown 8VO, cloth, 7«. Cci. 

LANCASHIBE.— The COUNTY BOOK OF ENGLAND, and OFFICIAL 
LIST. Lancashire, 1875. Comprising every Oifficlal Person in the County. 
Crown bvo, bound in roan, red edges, 6s. 


Edward Stanford, 55, Charing Cross, London. 




4 


SELECTED LIST. 


LEECH.— IHISH lUFLKMEN in AMEEICjI. Sy Aitrimu Fi.ekkerha8Sett 
Leech. 'W ith (Jolourcd I’lates and a Maji. Crown t<vo, cloth, 6s. 

LEWIS.-T1j.‘ KNitLISH l.ANOgAOK: Its CllAMMAE and HISTOUY; 
to^r<.tll^■r with tt TltKA'I’ISK im ICNCLISH COMPOSITION, &c. By «!<■ Rot. 
lli.MM Lmv's, B.A., I'riacijml ut Cullium Truiuing Collogo. Sixth Edition. 
Fcaji. Xvo, clotli, X 

ENGLISH (iliAMMAJI for BECINNKRS, in a SKRFES of EASY 

liI‘.SSONS. By Oie Ih v. IIenet Lewis, B.A.., iTinriital of Ciilham Training 
Collt'go. Intf'udt'd for till' use of ,J iiiiior < laBW*s, and us an introduction to the 
Aulliors krgci English Oraiiimar. St-cond lidltioii. Kcap. sto, 2d. 

LEWIS.-IMGI^r OF THE EXOLhSH CENSUS OF 1811, compi led from the 
OflicinI l;»*turiis ami Edited i>y .James Le;wis (of the Registrur-Oenerars 
J'eparHiient, Soiiiersel Jloust'). Saiirtioiuil hy the lleghstrur-Ooneral, and 
dedioalpd hy peiinission to tl«' Wcsidi-nt, Vieo-rresidfDtB, and Councilor the 
Hlalistieai N>ci< ty ui Loiiduu. Royal 8\o, cloth, bs. 

LONDON GUIDE AND HLAP. How to pet from or to any part of 

Lniidnii, or its Suhnrlis, Bnhlic Building, Place of Worship. Exhibition, In- 
siitiiiioii. Place of AinuM'iiient, &c. ; with Times, Fares, Prices of Admission, 
Specialty, &c. JTinted in colours. Now Edition, 1876. Crown 8vo, cloth, !i*. 6tl. 

LUCAS. - HOlllZONTAl. WELLS. A Now Application of rteological 
PiiueiplcH to eflect the Solution ol the Problem of Supplying l.Km<lon with 
Wutei-. By .T, Luoas, F of the Geologlcul Survey of England. With Maps. 
Crown 4 to, clotli back, ]0«. (id. 

MANLY.-PHIN(TPLES of BOOK-KEEPING by DOUBLE ENTRY, in a 
SericB of Easy and Progressive Kxeicises. By tin* late Henrt Mantt, for more 
than tlilrty-tliri'c yeuis i'riucijMxl Writing Alasicr and I’eacher ot Book-keeping 
in the City ol I.ondon School. Fourth Edition. Revised and enlarged by 
Hkkkt VVilliam F.I.A. Demy 8vo, cloth, 4«, 6d. 

MAKTIN.-Tll KORIES of HORIZONTAL (’URRENTSin the OCEAN and 
A'rMOSl*lI].lRK, and of Eastation of Planetary and other Celestial Bodies, 
iK’ing now 'I'lieories of Natural Forces not beh»re discovered, and acamnting for 
many Natural Phenoniena, hitherto unsolved prohlenis. By Jonir JUaktin, i 
of Melbourne, Australia. ]♦ Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3*. 

MEADEN.-A FIRST ALGF^BRA for Use in Junior Oorscb. By the Rev. R. 
Aijian AIeaden, M. a., Senior Mathematical Master of the Bradford Grammar 
School. Fourth liklitiun, revised and enlarged. Fcap. 6vo, cloth, 14. ed. 

MEDHURST.— The FOREIGNER In FAR CATHAY. By W. H. Medhurst, 
II.B.M. (foiiBUl, Shanghai. With Coloured Map. Crown 8 to, cloth, 6l. 

MILLETT.— An AUSTRALIAN PARSONAGE; or. the SETTLER and the 
.SAVAGE in WhISTERN AUSTRALIA. With Frontispiece. By Mre. 
Edwakh Millktt. (Stvond Edition. Large post 8vo, cloth, 124. 

MULHALL.-HANDBOOK TO THE RIVER PLATE REPUBLICS : Com- ^ 
prising Buenos Ayres and the iTovinces of the Argentine Republic, and the 
KopubilcB of Uruguay and Paraguay. By M. G. and E. T. Muluali, Pro- 
prittors and Editors of the Buenos Ayres 'Standard.* With Map and Two ^ 
Plans. Crown 8vo, cloth, 84. 
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NOBLE.—OKscnirTivK iiani)Im>ok or thk a)i/>NY- it« Con- | 
ditioii ami Kesuurcos. I5y .luuN Noblk, (.'Icrk oftlic House oi AsseuiMy, C«i)e t 
ol Hope. Witli i^Iiip tiiid llliMiulioiiK, svo, eloth, I 

PALMEE.-The OUDXAXi'K SdllVKY of iho KINCDOM : lU Ohjecls, j 

Mode of Kxeoutioii, Hisiory.and rresent ('<ni(iiiiou. Hy Capuiii 11. S. TAi-MKit, i 

K.H Five Ouioured Index MttjKS. l)euiy sv<», elotli, I'.s. (ai. | 

PHILPOT.— OUIDK KOOK to Hie < 'AX, V 1)1 AN lK>MlMoN: Cniitaiiiiin? ! 
full miormutiun for the Kuil^raiit, (he Tourist, f lie .imi llie small 

Cupitdlist. By Hxuvkv .1. Pmi.i'oT, M.l). (tUmula), .\1 I: (' S 1,.. Ac. VViMi ii | 
PreCice hy 'I'homab IIughick, Iwj., M.l'.. and .Map. Miper-ioval Kiiin), Is. ! 

POOR RELIEF IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF EUROPE: 

boiuR a Selection of hRsays, iraiislaied from the (ierniiiii M'orU, ‘ l>.is Armeii- 
wesen und die Armengesetzpehimix in KuropJiiselien Staali ii herau';(ie(r<.inii,’ 

Von A. Kmminglmus. llevisixi hy K. B. Ka.sim'k k, 0.15., M.l', Crown kvo, 
cloth, 7s. 

BAMS AY.— PI 1 YS IC A L G K( )1 /)( J Y and (i K( M i 1 1 A 1 'I I Y of ( ; I : K A 'I’l 51 1 PI' A I N . 

By A. C. Uah.say, LL.O., F.II.K.. Ae., Direefoi-tJeiieiid of ilie Oenlogual 
Surveys of the United Iviiigdoiii. Fonrtli Kdliion, eoiisider.ihly enlnrged, ami 
Illu.s(, rated with Numkhoi Seitions and a Ol-itU.OOli '.VL MAPol ORKA'l’ 
KIHTAIX, printed in C-ulours. Post .svo. dulli 7*. Gd. I 

ROBSON.-COXSTRUCTiYi: RA'I’JX KVKRCISKS.Ior'JVaehlng the lilements 
of the Language on a .System of Analysis and SyiithenN, with (.atiii R»adliig 
liCSsonsand copious \ <K.'ahularieB. I5y .Ioii.n Roiisox. 15. A. Loud., Secretary of 
University Oollego, lAindun. Xinth hMittun. 1‘Jiiio. cloth, Gd. 

FIKST (iREKK BOOK. CoTitaluing Exercises and Iteading l.esKoiiH on the 

Jnllexions ol Substantives ami Adjectlvs. W'lth copioii.s Voeahiilaries. By 
.loHN itonsoN, B.A. Ijond. Third Edition. Ittujo, cloth, .Is. Gd. 

BUSSELL.-IHA RRITZ and the BASQUE OOUN TRIES. By ( oi.nt Hkniiv 
llu#i.si-;u-, Mernher ol the (Jeographicai and Oeologiea) Societies ol France, ol tlie 
Alpine Club, aii<l Sociele Ramond, Anllior of 'Pau and the PyreneoB,’ Ac. 
Crown }5Mi, with a Mafi, 6s. 

SCHOOL-BOYS’ LETTERS for COPYING and DICTA- 
TION: being a Series of Lit hoirrapbed LettuTs on Snhj'ris int resling to 
SchooLBoys, with Ih’inarlr.s on tlie Fissentials of Hood B'nting, Ac. 'Jhird 
Edition. Large post xvo, cloth, 2jt. iid. 

SHARP.— RUOIMENT.'S of CEOLOoy. Uy Sam(ii i, SiiAur, F.S.A., K.0..S. 
IntriKluctory and Physical — Sirntigniphicai und Paheoniological, Second 
Edition, revised and enlarged. Crown mvo, cloth, 4s. 

SULLIVAN.— THE PRINCES OF INDIA. An Historical .Narrative of the 
principal oveiits from tlie liivubion of Mahmoud ol (rld/.ni to that oi Nadir 
Shah. By Sir Eowakd Sclliva.n, Bart., Author of ‘ L- U rs on India,’ ‘ 'Trip to 
the Trenches/ ‘Rambles in Noiih and SouUi Anmi’lca,' Ac. Second lOdliion. 
Crown fivo, doth, witli Map, «.s, 6d. 

SHERRY.— FROM VINEYARD to DTX^ANTER. A Biajk al>onf. Slierry. 

By Dok IBduo Vebuad. With a Map of the Jeroz District, Sih Thou- 
saod. Fcap. «vo, cloth, 1«. 

WILLIAMS.— THROUGH NORWAY AVITH A KNAPSACK. A New and 
Improved Edition. By W. M. Wii.LiAUi>, F.R.A.S., F.C.S., Ac. Crown 8v«, 
doth, with Frontispiece and Map. 6i. 
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fifoitrrr or ®lall Paps. 

EUROPE. — Scal<i, r>() miles to an inrh ; size, 65 incliog by 5P. Calonred and 
niomitcd on linen, in morocco case, 3/. 133. 6d.; on roller, vamislicti. ‘il . ; spring 
mlier, 

ENGLAND and WALES. —Scale, 5 miles to an inert ; Ri70. 72 iiiclies by 84, 
ColourtNi, 2/. 123. (kl. ; mounted on linen, in moroceo case,3l. 133. 6<Z,; on roller, 
vurnisLed, 4/. 43. ; spring roller, 6/, 6.v. 

LONDON and its SUBURBS. —On the scale of six inches tf> a mile .* 
constructed on the hn.sis of the Ordnance hl(»ck plan. Price, in sheets, plain, 
213. ; coloured, in a itortlolio, 3 t 3 . tid. mounted on linen, in inorocixt me, or on 
roller, varnished, 21. 1.5.v. ; on spring roller, .51. .5.<:. Single shi'ets, plain, 13. ; 
Coloured, 1 3. CU. A Key Map may be bud on application, or per post for one 
stamp. 

SCOTLAND. — Scale, five miles to an inch; size, .52 inches hy 76. Colonred, 
423. ; tnomiti d on linen, in morocco case, 3J. 33. ; on roller, varnished, 3/. 133.6(2.; 
spring roller, 52. 5s, 

IRELAND.— b’cale, 4 miles to an inch; size, 6C inclies by 81. Coloured, 
12. !l3, 6(2.; mounted on linei\. In morocco ease, 22. 12s. 6t2.; or, on roller, 
varniiihed, 32. 33. ; spiring roller, til. bs. 

ASIA,-^^ ale, 110 miles to an inch: size, 65 inches by 58. Oiloured and 
inonnti (1 on linen, in morocco civsc, 32. 133. (id. ; on roller, varnished, 32. ; spring 
roller, 62. 

AERICA . — Scale, 84 mile.s to an inch; size, 58 inches hy 65. Coloured and 
mount'd ou linen, in morocco case, 32. 13s. 6(2.; on roller, varnished, 32.; spring 
roller, 62, 

NORTH AMERICA.— Seale. 83 miles to an inch; size. 58 inches by 65. 
Coloured and mounted on linen, in morocco case, 32. 133. 6(2.; on roller, 
vaniishf'd, 32. ; spring roller, 62. 

CANADA.— L .4 TUiB MAP of CANADA, including New Brun.swkk, Nova 
Scotia, Nowfoimdland, and a large portion of the United States. By Joirjr 
Akiiowsmith. Scale, 15^ miles to an inch; size, 96 inches by 54. Eight 
Coloured Sheets. 

UNITED STATES and CENTRAL AMERICA, with Canada, 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newloundlaiid, ami the "West Jtwies. Scale, 54i 
mill's to an inch ; size, 72 inches by 56. (Coloured and mounted on linen, in 
morocco case, 32. 133. 6d. ; on roller, varnished, 32, ; spiiug roller, 62. 

SOUTH AMERICA.— Scale, 83 miles to an Inch; size, 58 inches by 65. 
Coloured and mounted on linen, morocco case, 32. 13s. 6(2: ou roller, varnished, 
32. ; spring roller, 62. 

AUSTRALASIA.— ^alo, 64 miles to an inch; size, 65 inches by 58. 
Coloured and mounted on linen, morocco case, 32. 133. 6c2. ; on roller, Taraiehed, 
32. ; spring roller, 62. 
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6ciicnil Paps. 

EXJR.OI>E. 

ETJROPE.—RTANFOHP’R portable map of KUROPF; RhowinR Iho 
latost Political Rouiitiarios, tlio Itiiilways, tlio S«brnarin<' 'r»*lc>^niplis, Ac. Sculo, 
150 milts to an inch; size, 30 inches by 33. Fully colourcil ami mounted on 
linen, in ease, lus. ; on roller, varnished, 14s, 

CENTRAL EUR0PE.-1>AVIES-S MAP of CENPRAL EUROPE; 
conbiining all tin' Railways, with their Stations. The principal roails, tlio 
rivers, and chlol mountain rangt's are clearly delineated. Scale, 21 niiles to 
an inch ; slzt', 47 inches hy 38. Sheets, jilain, 10s. ; coloured, Pis. ; mounted on 
linen, in case, IGs. 

AUSTRIAN EMPIRE. By .1. Akrowsmitii. Scale, 28 milce to an inch; 
size, 20 inclics by 22. Sheet, eolourt'd, 3s. ; mounted in ciuse, Bs. 

PENMARK and ICELAND. By d. Arrow.smith, Scale, 13 miles to 
an inch; size, 22 inches by 20. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; mounted in case, 5s. 

PRANCE, in DEPARTMENTS. With a Snpjdemi'iitary Map, divided 
Into Provinces, and a Map ol' tiie Island of Uorsica. By J. AiutowsMlTii. Scale, 
31 miles to an inch; size, 22 inches by 20. Sheet, coloured, 3s.; mounted in 
case, 5s. 

GREECE and the IONIAN ISLANDS. By.T. Arrowsmith. Scale, 
15 rniltis to an inch ; size, 22 inches by 20, Sheet, coloured, 3s, ; mounted in 
case, 5s. 

ITALY, including Sicily and the Maltose Islands. By J. Arrowsmitii. Scale, 
20 uilh's to an inch ; in two sheets, size of each 22 inches by 26, Price of (!ath, 
coloured, 3s. ; mounted in owe, .5s. 

NETHERLANDS and BELGIUM, including Luxembourg and tlio 
Country to the Plast as far as the Kliine. By .1. Aruowsmith. Scale, 13 miles 
to an Inch ; size, 22 inches by 26. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; mounted in case, 5s. 

RUSSIA and POLAND, including Finland, By J. Arrowsmith. Scale' 
90 miles to an inch; size, 22 inches by 26. Sheet, adoured, 3s.; mounted in 
case, 5s, 

SPAIN and PORTUGAL. By .T. Arrowskitii. Sciulo, 30 miles to an 
inch; size, 26 inches by 22. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; mounted in case, 6s. 

SWEDEN and NORWAY. By J. Akrowsmith. Scale, 35 miles to an 
inch ; size, 22 inches by 26. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; mounted In case, 5s. 

SWITZERLAND. By J. Abrowsmith. Scale, 10^ miles to an Inch; size, 
26 inches by 22. Shwt, coloured, 3s. ; mounted In case, 5s. 

TURICEY in EUROPE, including the Archipelago, Greece, the Ionian 
Islands, and the South part of Dahnatia. By J. Arrowsmith. Scale, 40 miles 
to an inch ; size, 22 inches by 26. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; mounted in case, 6s. 
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BRITISH ISIjES- 

ENG-LAND and WALES.—TiAiyJK SCAI.E RAILWAY and STATION 
MAP oT KN(JIjANI) and WALES. In 24 slie^ts (sold separately’). Con- 
structed on tile lia.sis oT the ti Ifronoinidriral survey. Hy .1, A uimim smi rii. Scale, 
3 iiiih'S to an iiieli ; si/.e of each sheet, 2(J inches by 2s. i’rlce, plain, is.; 
mounted in case, 2.s. (Id.; coIoui^L Is (!d. ; inounh'd in case, 3.v. Size of the 
Complete maji, 114 imlieN by 12s. Price, plain, in case or jKirtf'olio, 1/. r)S.; 
coloured, in case or jiortlolio, ]/. ss ; mounted on cloth to fold, in case, coloured, 
Al 4s.; on canvas, roller, and varnished, 4/. 1 Is Gd. : on s])nng roller, 5l/. 9s. 

ENGLAND and WALES.-STANKGlMi’S PORTARLK MAP of KNG- 
liANlt and WALKS With the Jiailways very clearly delineated; the Cities 
and 'low ns d1sii!i«uisjied according to their I’opiilaiton, Ac. Scale, ifi niile.s to 
an inch ; size, 2S inches by 32. Coloured and mounted on linen, in case, 5s.; 
or on rolltT, vuniislied, ss. 

WALES.- N< >K’r II and SOUTH WALKS. Ho-issue of Walkf'i’s Mapt, 
thoroughly revised and corrected to f Iw iirewMil date. Scale, 3 miles to an inci. 
Each in sheet, 32 inches by 27, coloured, Ss. ; mounted to lold In caHi: fur the 
pocket, 68. 

SCOTLAND, in COUNTIES. With the Roads, Rivers, &c. By J. 
AituowsMirn. Scale, 12 miles to an inch; size, 22 inches by 2C, Sheet, 
coloured, hs. ; Tummled in case, fis. 

IRELAND, in COUNTIES and BARONIES, on the basis of thft 
flrduaiice Survey and the (^iisus. Sc.di*, s miles to an inch; size, 31 inches 
by 38. On two sheets, coloured, K.s.; mouiiled on lliioti, in ea.se, 10.s. Cti. ; on 
roller, varnished, IS.*:. 

IRELAND, in COUNTIES. Willi tlip Roads, Rivers, &c. By J. 
AiutouNJtiTfi. Seale. 12 miles to an inch; size, 22 inches by 26. Sheet, 
coloured, 3s. ; mounted in casi*, 5s. 

L.OJSTDON- 

COLLINS’ STANDARD MAP of LONDON Is admirably adapted 
tor visitors to the City. Si-alc, 4 inehe.s to a mile; size, 34 J Inches by 2t. 
Price, plain, in ciiso. Is.; coloured. Is. Gd.; mounted on linen, ditto, 3s. Cd.; 
on roller, varnished, 7s. Gd. 

BRITISH METROPOLIS.-nAVlK.S’.S NEW MAP of the BRITISH 
METKOIXIIjIS. Scale. 3 iiiclies to a mile; size, .36 inches by 25L Price, 
plain sheet, Ite. Gd.; eoloured. fiS,; mouiiteil on linen, in case, 7s. Gd.; on roller, 
varnished, 10s. Gd. With continuation southward beyond the Crystal Palace, 
plain sheet, 5s.; coloured, 7s. Gd.; mounted on linen, in case, 11s.; on roller, 
vaniished, 15s. 

RAILWAY MAP of LONDON and ENVIRONS.-S TANKORD'S 
SPECIAL MAP of the RAILWAYS, RAILWAY STATIONS, TRAM- 
WAYS. POSTAI. mSi'RItTI’S, and SUIt-DlS’I’KlCTS. in LONDON and its 
ENVIRONS, .scale, 1 inch to a mile; size, 24 inches by 26. PrivC, coloured 
and folded, is. ; mounted on lliu-n, in ea-se, 3s. 

ENVIRONS of LONDON. -riAVlES'S MAP of the ENVIRONS of 
IjONDON. Scale, 1 inch to a mile; size, 43iiichea by 32. Price, sheet, plain, 4s. ; 
coloured 6s, 6d. ; mounted on linen, in cose, 8s. ; or on roller, varnished, 14s. 
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-A.SIA.- 

GENERAL MAP OF ASIA.— AuuowsMirn. Si*alp, 300 ndl<‘s to 
an inch ; size, 2(i inches by li2. Sheet, adoured, 3.s. ; niciinted, in case, Ss. 

NORTHERN ASIA, including Silioria. Kanitsduttka, .lapan, liliiiitrluKirhi, 
Mongolni, Tclioiinpirm, TiIm‘ 1, ami Iho Hnnalaya Mduniaiie-. Ity .1. Aitltow- 
BMiTH. Scale. 170 miles loan inch ; size, 2i» mela’h by ‘Jij. SJieel, c(jliiureil, 4ji. ; 
muuutoil, in eas(‘, 75. 

CENTRAL ASIA.-STAXFOUh’S MAP (►r OKM’RAl. ASIA, in.liulin]? 
Telii'ran, Khiva, liokliara. Kokati, Yarkand, Kahnl, Herat, Ai<. Scale, lin rnileH 
to an inch ; oizo, 22 inches Itj’ 17. Colouied slu'et, ‘is. Gd.; inonnled, in case, 05. 

ASIA MINOR, &C. (rUKKKY in ASIA). With imrlions of Persia, the 
Caspian Sea, ami i1h‘ Onncasiaii Mountalas. lly .1. .Akuow.-'Mitii. Scale, 00 
miles to an inch; size, 2G inches by 22 . Sh<Ht, coloured, 35.; inonnled, in 
case, 05. 

INDIA.-SrANFOIlD’S NKW POKTAP.I.K MAP of IXJlIA. MiihitiiiR the 
I*r<*sent liivisions ol tlie Country aceordin^; to die most Recent Surveys. Scuh-, 
86 miles to an indi : size, *”.» by 23. Coloured, Gs. ; mouuied t>u llncu, in 
case, H 5 .; on roller, varnished, Il.t. 

INDIA.— map of l.NIUA. By .1. Akuowsmith. Senle, ill) miles to uii Inch; 
size, 22 inches hy 2G. Sheet, coloured, 'Ja.; iiiountetl 111 case, 65 . 

CEYLON. — M AP of CEYLON. Constrnetod from a Base of rriaiiKUlations and 
corresftoridinK Astronomical Olworvatioii.s. By Major-Cemral ,h»iiN Kuaskk, 
lute l>e)mty-(.iuartermasUM-(ji(‘iu‘ral. Roeoiismicted hy John Auitow.sMrrH, 
Scale, 4 iinles 10 an inch; size, 52 inches hy 7s. EikIA sliecis, colmireii. 'i/.. 6*.; 
niouiitcd, in case, 3f. I.'i5. OiL; on rollei, variiislied, 41. 4s.; spring roller, 
Gl. 16s. G<i. 

CEYLON.— COFFEE ESTATES (*f CEYI/)X. Map showing the PoMtion of tho 
Coffee E.'t;it(*8 in the Central Province of Oylon. By J. Auuuwsmith. Size, 
iS.iuches by 20. Sheet, coloured, tk:. ; nioimtcd, in case, Os, 

BURMAH. &C. — A Map showing the varioua Ilouteg jirojaised for connecting 
China with India and Europe through Buiinah, and developing the Trade ol 
Kiuitern Bengal, Biirmah, and China. I’repured under the direelimi of John 
(J otLvr Hay, F.IKLS. Sc.ile, 23 miles to an inch; size, 27 incljos by 32. 
Coloured, 3s.; mounted, in case, 5s, 

BURMAH and ADJACENT COUNTRIES. -Compiled from 
various MS.S., and other Documents. By J. AuuoMbMnn. Scale, 24 miles to 
an inch ; size, 26 inches liy 22. Sheet, toloure,d, Os. ; mounted, in case, 5s. 

CHINA.— MAP of CHINA. By J. AnuovrsMrrit. Seale, 3(1 miles to an inch; 
size, 2G inches by 22. Sbt‘et, coloured, 35. ; mounted, in case, 5s. 

CHINA and JAPAN.-STAXroilD'S MAP of the EMPIUPii of CHINA 
and JAPAN, with the Adjaa-nt Parts of Briti.'<h India, Asiatic Kusnia, Bunuah, 
&c. Scale. 110 miles to an inch ; size, 38 inches by 24. One shcs.t, full coloured, 
8a. ; mounted on linen, in case, lOi. 6d.; on roller, varnished, 14*. 
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AFRICA. 

aENERAL MAP of AFRICA. —By J. Arrowpmtth. Rrale, 260 miles 
to au iucii ; sizc;^ 22 inches l>y 26. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; mounted, in case, 5s. 

EGYPT.— -MAP of EGYPT. Compiled from the most authentic materials, and 
founded on the Ix'st Astronomicjil Observations. By Colonel AV. I\l. Leake, 
R.A., LL.l)., F.ILS. Seale, in miles to nn inch; size, 31 inches by 52, Two 
sheets, Coloured, 21,';. ; mounted, in case, 28^.; on roller, varnished, 36s. 

EGYPT. — MAP of EGYPT: including the Peninsula of Mount Rinai. By 
J. Aimow.sMiTii. New Edition. Scale, 26 miles to an inch; size, 22 indies by 
26. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; mounted, in case, S.s. 

AFRICA (NORTH-WEST).— map of NORTH-WEST AFRICA, in- 
eluding th(‘ Coast of Guinea, and the Ish* of Fernando Po, on the South, and the 
Western parts of Egypt and Darfnr, on the Kiist. By J. Akkowsmith. Scale, 
130 miles to an inch ; size, 26 inches by 22. Sheet, coloured, 3s, ; mounted, in 
case, f)S. 

AFRICA (SOUTH).— MAP of SOUTH AFRICA to 16 deg. South Latitude. 
By Henbv IIali., Draughtsman to the Royal Engineers, Cape Town. Scale, 50 
miles to an inch; size, 31 inches by 28. Two slieets, coloured, lOs. 6(Z.; 
mounted on linen, in case, 13s. 6cZ.; on roller, varnished, 15s. 

AFRICA (SOUTH-EASTERN). - MAP of SOUTH-EASTERN 
AFRICA. Compiled by Hknrt Hall. Scale, 25 miles to an inch; size, 26 
inches by 22. Sheet, 4s. ; mounted on linen, in ca.se, 6*’. 

AFRICA (WEST C0AST).-MAP of the WFST COAST of AFRICA. 
Comjirising Guinea and the British Possessions at Sierra Leone, on the Gambia, 
and the Gold Coast, &c. By J. Arkowsmith. Scale, 50 miles to an inch. Two 
coloured sheets; size of each, 22 Inches by 26. 6i'. Mounted, in case, 10«. 

CAPE of GOOD HOPE and SOUTH AFRICA -MAP of SOUTH 
AFRICA, Cape Colony, Natal, &c. By Henry Hall. Scale 50 miles to an 
Inch; size, 29 inches by 17. Sheet, price 4s. Cd; mounted, in case, 6s. 6ci. 

CAPE COLONY (EASTERN FRONTIER).-MAPof the EASTERN 
FRONTIER of the CAPE COLONY. Compiled by Henry Hall. Scale, 
8 miles to an inch ; size, 40 inches by 38. Sheets, 18s. 6(Z. ; mounted on linen, 
in case, 25s. ; on roller, varnished, 31s. 6(i. 

NATAL.— A MAP of the COLONY of NATAL. By Alexander Maib, Land 
Surveyor, Natal. Compiled from the lAagrams and General Plans in the 
Surveyor-General's Office, and from Data furnished by P. C. Sutherland, Esq., 
M.D., F.R.S., Surveyor-General, Scale, 4 miles to an Inch ; size, 54 inches by 80. 
Coloured, Four Sheets, 21. 6s, ; mounted, In case, or on rollers, varnished, A 

NATAL. — MAP of the COLONY of NATAL. Compiled in the Surveyor- 
General's Office. Size, Ilf Inches by 14 f. Sheet, coloured, Is.; mounted, in 
case, 2s. 6cl. 

NUBIA and ABYSSINIA, including Darfur, Kordofan, and part of Arabia. 
By J. Arkowsmith. Scale 65 miles to an inch ; size, 26 inches by 22. Sheet, 
coloured, 3s. ; momited, iu case, 64. 
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A^IVCERICA. 

BEITISH COLUMBIA.- NEW MAP of HPaTISH COLUMBIA, to the 
56th Parallel Nurtli l.alitmlc, allowing the New (Jolil FieUls uf Oniinecii, the 
most recent discoveries at. Cariboo and other places, and tli(' jiroposed routes lor 
tlio Inter-Ocoaiiic Uailway. l>cale, 25 miles Ki an inch; size, :ut inches hy 27. 
I’ricc, in sheet, coloured, 7s. 6(i. ; or mounted on linen, in case, od. 

CANADA. — MAP of U1‘I*EK and l.OWEPi, CANAliA, New llritnswick. Nova 
Scotia, Prince Edward’s Island, Eape Hreion Island, Newloundland, and a largo 
portion of the United States. Ity .). AnuowsMiTii. Scale, ;i5 mih s to an incli; 
size, 40 inches hy 2G. I'wo sheets, coloured, 65, ; mounted, in case, 105.; on 
ndler, varinshed, Ihs. 

UNITED STATES and CANADA.-STAN FORD’S NEW RAILWAY 
and COUNTY MAP of tin' UNIl’EJi Sl’A'l’ESand TERR] TORIUS, togetlar 
with Cunadit, New Rrimswiek, Ac. Scale 54| miles to an inch ; size, 57 inches 
by 3G. Two slieets, coloured, 2I«. ; ctiac, 258. ; on rollers, varnished, tius. 

UNITED STATES.-STAN FORD’S JIANDY MAI> of the U.NTTED 
STATES. Scale, no miles to an inch; size, 40 indies by 25. Coloured sheet, 
75. 6(i. ; mounted, in ease, 105. Gd. ; on roller, varnished, 155. 

UNITED STATES.~ST AN FORD’S SMALI.ER RAILWAY MAP of the 
UNl l'LD STATES. Sc.ile, I2ii miles to an inch; size, 2!> inches by 171. Two 
sheets, coloured, 45. 6d.; mounted on linen, in ca.se, 6,v. 6d. 

CENTRAL AM:ERICA.-PAII.EY’.S MAI' of CENTRAL AMERICA, 
including the St.ai<> of Otiuo inala, Salvador. Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa 
Rii'a. Scale, 8 miles loan inch; size, 40 mches by 27. Sheet, 78, Oti.; mounted 
on linen, in case, 1U5. Gti. ; on rollei, varnlhlicd 148, 

MEXICO.— A CENEP.AL MAP of the REPUBLIC of MEXICO. By the 
Brigiuiiei-Cerieral Pi:i>uo Cakcu Cundk. Engraved from the Original Survey 
made by order of the Mexican Ooveriinieril. Size, 60 inches by 37. Sheets, 
price, 108. Gd. ; mounted on linen, in ca.se, 1K8. 

BERMUDAS. — MAP of the RERMUD.VS. Ihiblisbcd by direction of Ills 
Excellency Majur-Ceneial .). IL Llj-boi, C.B., K.a., Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief of tlie Rerimidas, Scale, 2J miles to an inch; size, 62 inches by 63. 
Mounted, in case, or on roller, varnished. 21s. 

WEST INDIA ISLANDS and GUATEMALA.-Showing the 

Colonies in po.-session of the various Euroiiean Powers. By J. AuitowsuiTH. 
Scale, 90 miles to an inch ; size, 2G mches by 22. Sheet, coloured, 38. ; mounted, 
in case, 5s. 

' JAMAICA.— A NEW MAP of the ISLAND OF JAMAICA. Prepared by 
Thomas IIakkisox, Govenimeiit Surveyor, Kingat<in, Jamaica, under the direc- 
tion of Major-General ,1. R. Makn, R.E., Director of Roads and Surveyor-GeueraL 
Scale, 25 miles to an inch : size, 64 inches by 27. Mounted, in case, or on roUer, 
varnished, 218. 

BARBADOES.— Topographical Map, based upon Mayo’s Original Survey in 
1721, and corrected to the year 1846. By Sir Kobekt H. Schombuegh, K.k.E. 
Scale, 2 miles to an Inch ; size, 40 inch«‘s by 50. Two sheets, colour^, 218. ; 
mounted, in case, 288. ; on roller, varnished, 378. 
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A.TJSTIiA.XjASI-A.. 

AUSTRALIA . — From Siirvoys niatlc li>' ordor of tho Mritisli ( JovoniniPTit, rom- 
biiK’d with tliow of l»‘Kutn“, IJinnliii, Froycitir-t,, iJy .f. Ai:iJow- 

SMiTii. St;al<‘, Mil iiiiioK li> an incli. On t.wo slicets; «iz(‘ ol each, 22 inehns by 
26. Slifots, coloured, «.>!.; moHnU'd, in case. Ids. 

EASTERN AUSTRALIA.-r;< •nstnictf-d from Offirial and other original 
l)(K'umenUi, adjusted to iln- Mariiimc Survi*y of Flinders, Kin^, Wickham, 
Stokes, llliu-kwood Stanley, &u liy .1. Aukowsmitm. Scale, 27 miles to an 
inch ; sizt', Of) niches liy 77. [.Vc/e lAiitUm, prcpariny. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.- With PbmR of I'erth, Freinanile, and Ouild- 
ford. From the Siirvey.s ol John Sejiliinus Iloe, Kkq., Surveyor-General, and from 
other Onicia! l»oe.unients in the (lolonial Odice and Admiralty. By J. Annow- 
SMiTU. Seale, Hi mill's to an inch ; aize, 4u niches by 22. Two sheets, coloured, 
6s. ; in ease, lu.s'. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.— Showinc the Ttivisioii into Counties of the settled 
portiojis of the I’rovinee. With Situation oi Mines of Copper and Lead, From 
the Surveys of Capt. Frome, K.K,, Surveyoi -General ol the Colony. By J. 
AiiitowsMiTii. Scale, 11 miles to an iticli ; size, 22 indies hy 26. Sheet, 
coloured, ; in case, 5fi. 

OTEENSLAND.-STANFOlurS Ni:w MAP rif the P1107INCK of 
(jUKKNSI/ANU (.Nurtli-Kastern Australiaj : Compiled trom the most reli- 
able Anlhorilies. Sade, 61 miles to an inch ; size, 18 inches by 2.‘1. In sheets, 
coloured, 2s. 6d. ; mounted on linen, in case, 4.s. bd. 

VICTORIA.— A NEW MAP of Ihe PKOVINCF. of VICTORIA (AustraUu) : 
Sliowinp all the Roads, I’ivets, Towns, ('onnlies. Gold Ilippinps, Sheep and 
Catile Stations, &c. Scale, 20 miles to an Inch ; size, J1 inches by 21. In 
sheet, 2s. 6U. ; or iiiouiit.ed on linen, in case, 6tf. 

NEW ZEALAND.- f^TAX FOR IPS MAP of NEW ZKAL.\ND; Compiled 
from the most recent I ha iimeiilt.. Scale, 64 miles to an Inch ; size, 17 inches by 
19. Full-coluured, In sheet, 'Js. ; mounted on linen, in ease, 3s. 6d. 

NEW ZEALA.ND. —From Oflicial Documents. By .f. Auttow.sMiTH. Scale, 

3S miles to au inch; size, 22 inches by 26, Sheet, coloured, 3s.; mounted, in 
cose, 5s. 

NELSON and MARLBOROUGH.- A NEW MAP of the PRO- 
VI NtiES of NKI.S()N and MARLBOROEGH, hi New Zealand, with Cook's * 
Strait, and ilie Southern I'art of the I'rovina- of Welliiipton. Scale, 8 miles to 
an inch. Size. 40 inches by 27, Jn sheet, coloinx'd, 7s. (id. ; mounted on linen, 
in case, 10s. Gd, 

TASMANIA (Van Diemen’s Land).— From MS. Surveys in the 
Colonial Office, and in the Van iHemen’.s lauidConipany'a Office. By J. Abrow- 
BMiTH. Scale, ID,; miles loan inch ; size, 22 inches by 26. Sheet, coloured, 3s. ; 
mounted in case, 5s. 
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STANFORD’S NEW SERIES OF SCHOOL MAPS. 

Prqtarol undor the direction of the Sor ri, rv i oc I’uomotinc. Ciikistun Knowleikik 
and ol tile Nationai, Socii;rv, are i»atronizeil by Her Majesty's i lovernnieiit 
fertile Army niid Navy Si'liool.N the Uoimiiis.Moners of National lidiicatidii tor 
Ireland, the Scliool lioards ol Ijoiidoii, KdinburKii, Ihiiuiii^diain. Liverpotd, 
Manchester, Sludlield, I.eedh, llriuhtoij, Hnsiol, Bradford, ( 'anterlmry. Iterby, 
Uhisgow, Ilalil'aA. llndderslield, Hull, Leieestcr, Nev\ai.stle-on-'I yne, N'otlini^- 
hatn. Uldluun, iVrtli, ScjirhoroU|.;li, Slocklon, Sunderlaii<l. West Broinwieh. A’c., 
and are used in the thiej I'alucationul l>tahlishnients of Hreui Britain and the 
Ooioiiles. The S(>ries (xunprises the lolloping Maps, size 5« inches by 50, 
coloured, mounted, and varni.slaal, each Bti.'. : — 

Eastern Hemisphere. England. Africa. 

Western Hemisphere. ; Asia. North America. 

Europe. ! Holy Land. South America. 

British Isles. | India. Australasia. 

Also, .si'/.(‘ 4‘J inches by at, eacli 9s. 

Scotland. I Ireland. 1 Australia. | New Zealand. 

Old Testament. 1 New Testament. | Acts and Epistles. 
The British Isles. J^ize 75 mclieK l»y tM», price 42.^. 

The World in Hemispheres. Sue itrj iiiche« by 90, price 26s. 

This New Series of Lar^e Scho<d Maps has been <lrawn und ettgravi'd with the 

Utmost care, and is constructed upon the Tuinclpb' of comhinlng with geographical 

accuracy and sy.sternatic arrangciiuiil the l.-old outline and leiieniig requisite for 

teaching. 

STANFORD’S SMALLER SERIES OF SCHOOL MAPS. 

Published under tlie direction of the .So(;iktt for Phomotinu Ciikistian Know- 
ledge und of tile Natjonai, Societv. 'J’lie.v new jVluti.-' feiaiii all the character- 
istic boldness of the larger series, and are Kjiecially suitable for small classes. 

The folli)wiiig are ready, cohiured. and mounted on rollers, varnished, 6*. ; or 
in coloured sheet, 2s. 6d . ; size, 32 iiiche.s by 27. 

Eastern Hemisphere. I Asia. 1 North America. 

Western Hemisphere. I Holy Land. 1 India. 

I'lie Hemisplieres can lie bad mounted as one Map, coloured, and mounted on 
rollers, varnished, I2s. ; size, 54 indies by 32. 

Also, coloured, and mounted on rollers, varnished, 4s. ; or in coloured sheet, 
Is. 6d.; size, 17 iuebes by 22. 

Old Testament. | New Testament. | Acts and Epistles. 

Maps of f5f)uth America, Australia, and New Zealand are preparing, and will 
shortly be issued. 
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STANFORD’S NEW PHYSICAL SERIES of WALL MAPS, 

for UKc ill Schools iind CollegoR. Kditod by A. 0. IIamsay, LI;.J)., F.U.S., &c., 
Director-General of the Geological Surveys of the United Kingdom. 

The British Isles. Scale, n?, miles to an inch; size, 50 inches by 58, 
mounted (in rollers, varnished, :j0.s. 

Eng'land and Wales. Seale, s miles to an inch; size, 50 inches by 58, 
mounted on rollers, varnished, 30s. 

Europe. Scale, 05 miles to an Inch ; size, 58 inches by 50, mounted on rollers, 
varnished, dOs. 

The Jbllou ina Maps arc in preparation : — 

Scotland. Scale, H nilles to an inch ; size, 31 inches by 42. 

Ireland. Scale, h miles to an inch ; size, 31 inches by 42. 

America, North. Scale, 97 miles to an inch ; size, 50 inches by 58. 
America, South. Saxlc, 97 miles to an inch; size, 50 inches by 58. 

VARTY’S EDUCATIONAL SERIES of CHEAP WALL 

MAPS, for class teaching, tamstructed by AiutowsMiTii, Walkki:, &c. New 
and revised editions, coloured, mounted, and varnished. 

The World in Hemispheres. Size, 5i inches by 26. Price 12s. 

The World (Mercator). Size, 50 inches by 32. JYlce 10s. 

The British Isles. Size, 51 inches by 41. I'rice 10s. 

Also tlie following, each Os., size, 34 Inches by 26 

Europe. Australia. I Journeyingrs of 

Asia. Engrland. j the Children of 

Africa. Scotland. 1 Israel. 

America. Ireland. | S. Paul’s Voyagres 

New Zealand, i Roman Empire. | and Travels. 

VARTY’S LARGE OUTLINE MAPS. Price, in plain sheet, 2s. ; 
coloured, 3s. ; mounted on rollers, 7s. 

The World (globular). 2 feet 3 inches by 4 feet 3 inches. Price, in plain 
sheet, Is,; coloured, Is, 6<i. 

The World (Mercator), 21.inches by 15 in. 

And the following, plain sheet, Is. 3d. ; coloured, Is. 6cZ. ; mounted on rollers, 4s. ; 
size, 2 feet 10 inches by 2 feet 2 inches. 

Europe. America. Ireland. 

Asia. England. Palestine (0. Test.). 

Africa. Scotland. Palestine (N. Test.). « 

STANFORD’S OUTLINE MAPS. Size, 17 inches by 14, printed on 
drawing paper. A Series of Geographlail Exercises, to 1^ tilled in from the 
Useful Knowledge Society's Maps and Atlases. I*rice 6d. each. 

STANFORD’S PROJECTION SERIES. Uniform in size, price, &c., 1 

with Stanford’s Outlines. 

The OXFORD SERIES of OUTLINE MAPS. Size, 16 inches by 14. 
Price 3d. each. 
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ftairfbrb’s ghtgritnts of |]!vfuriil |)tsforit. 

These Diagrams, compiled by tlie eminent Scientific Men whose names arc appnded, 
arc drawn with the strictest regard to Nature, and the I'lates have been engraved in 
tlie beat style of art. The Series consists of Twelve Sulijecta, each arranged so that 
it may be mounti'd in one sheet, or be divided inh) four sections and folded in the 
form of a book, thus rendering them available either for Class hxerciBes or indi- 
vidual study. 

Price of each, mounted on roller and varnished, 6s. ; or folded in book form, 4s. 

Characteristic British Fossils. By J. W. Lowitv, F.ll.G.S. 
Characteristic British Tertiary Fossils. By J. W. Lowur, F.R.G.S. 
Fossil Crustacea. By J. W. Salteu, A.L.S., F.G.S., and II. Woodavauu, 
F.G.S., F.Z.S. 

The Veffetahle Kingdom. By A. IIenfret. 

The Orders and Families of Mollusca. By Dr. Woopwaud. 
Myriapoda, Arachnida, Crustacea, Annelida, and Entozoa, 
By Adam White, and Dr. Baiud. 

Insects. By Adam White, 

Fishes. By P. H. Gosse. 

Beptilia and Amphibia. By Dra. Bell and Baiud, 

Birds. By George Guay, 

Mammalia. By Dr. Baiud. 

British Sedimentary and Fossiliferous Strata. By II. W. 
Bristow, F.R.S., F.G.S. 


Iiting 5 |mpr 0 bcb Citttcbisms. 

Edited by ROBERT JAMES MANN. M.D., F.R.A.S., F.R.G.S., late Super 
Intendent of Education in NataL Price Sfei. each. 


Algebra. 

Astronomy. 

Botany. 

British Constitution. 
Chemistry, 

Clas-sical Biography. 
English Grammar. 
English History. 
French Grammar. 
French History. 
General Geography, 
General Knowledge, 
Grecian Antiquities. 


Grecian History. 
Iri.sii History. 
Italian Grammar. 
Jewish Antiquities. 
Music. 

Mythology. 

Natural Philosophy. 
Roman ANTiQuiTiEa 
Roman History. 
Sacred History, 
Si;otti8H History. 
Universal History. 
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n:ntr ^nimal |)riiTts. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE BIBLE. A Series 

Prints to aid Scriptural Instruction, selected lu part by the Author 
on Objects.’ 'I'ln- whole Irom Original Designs by S. Bendixen, 
^sly for this Work. 'J'ln'y have been recently re-engraved, and are 
Hired. Size, 171 inches by 13. 

rrke of the Woi k. 

\ Prints, in P/ipt'r V\ rapp<*r 

in One Volume, haiulfiomoly half-bound .. .. 60s. 

In V.'irty’s Oak Frante, w ith plas.s, lock and key 61)5. 

Slngl(! I’rints, Is. cadi; mounted on millboard, Is. 4(1. each. 

VARTY’S SELECT SERIES of DOMESTIC and WILD 

AN! MAIiS, Drawn from Nature and from the Works of Kminent Artists, in 
36 carotully-coloiired Plates, e.\hibiting l.'lO Figures. Size, 12 iuebesby 9. 

The selection of Aniinals has Ix'en limited to those which are most known and 
best iwiapted to elicit liKpiiry from the young, and afford scope fur instruction and 
application. 

Bound In Frame 

in Cloth. and Class. 

Setof 36 Prints, Coloured 18s. .. 24s. .. 21s. 

Plain 12s. .. 17s. .. 18s. 

Single Prints, coloured, 6d ; mountt'd on millboard, lOci. 

The ANIMAL KINGDOM at ONE VIEW, clearly exhibiting, on 
four iK'Uutifully-coluured i 'lutes containing 184 Illustrations, the relative sizes of 
Animals to Man, and their comparative siz(‘.s with each otb(‘r, as arranged in 
Divisions, Orders, &c., according to the method of Baron Cuvier. 

Exhibited on four Imperial Sheets, each 30 inches by 22 • 


Complete Set, 

Animals and Landscape, /uliZcoZoured 

Animal.s only coloured 

Single Plat(«,yM/Z coloured .. . . 

VABTY’S GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS of ANIMALS, 

showing their Utility to Man, in their Services during Tafc and Uses after 
Death. Beautifully coloured. Size, 15 Inches by 12. Price, the set, 315. 6d.; 
in frame, with glass, lock and key, 39s. 6(Z. ; or half-bound in leather,,and 
lettered, 1 vol, folio, 42s. 

The 21 separaU Prints may also he had, price Is. 6ti. each. 

Or Mounted on Millboard, Is. lOd. 


For complete lists of Eovakd Stanford's Publications, see his General 
Catalogue of Maps and Atlases. Iast of Books, Educational Catalogue, &c., 
gratis on application, or by post for one penny stamp. 
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